
(The annotations to this game, by A. E. Karpov, are from Izbrannye partii 1969-77 (Fizkultura i 

Sport, Moscow 1978).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The 

game is additionally annotated by V. B. Tukmakov in ‘64’ (№ 43, 1973).  Commentary from this 

source has been incorporated at critical junctures.  The Games of Anatoly Karpov (compiled by 

O’Connell & Adams and published by Batsford in 1974) contains a record of the time taken over 

each move during the first session of play; the relevant figures are presented here.) 

 

Tukmakov – Karpov 

12th round, 41st USSR Championship, Moscow, 17th October 1973 

 
1.e4 c5 (3) 2.Nf3 e6 (1) 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 (1) a6 5.Bd3 (1) Nf6 (1) 6.0–0 Qc7 7.Nd2 (23) 

All this has already been met with thousands of times, and there is no need to dwell on the 

opening variation.  I will note only that at the present time, 7.Qe2 is recognised as strongest in this 

position. 

 

7...Nc6 (2) 8.Nxc6 (3) bxc6 9.f4 (17) d5 (2) 10.b3 (7) Be7 (8) 

Deserving attention is 10...Bb4 or 10...Bc5+ 11.Kh1 Be3.  Black obtains a somewhat passive 

game with the continuation that he chooses. 

 

11.Bb2 (3) a5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+-tr0 
7+-wq-vlpzpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5zp-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+PzP-+0 
3+P+L+-+-0 
2PvLPsN-+PzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
This position had already been encountered in a match-game of Spassky’s v. Petrosian (Moscow, 

1969)*.  White’s spatial advantage permits him to conduct active operations in the centre and on 

the king’s flank. 

 

(*Translator’s note: This is not quite true.  There, White had played Qd1–e2 instead of f2–f4, 

while Black had castled instead of playing ...Qd8–c7.) 

 

12.c4 (11) 

A logical continuation, since White has no need to prevent the exit of the bishop to a6, and 



indeed after 12.Qe2 the opponent all the same disposes of the reply 12...Ba6. 

 

(Translator’s note: Nonetheless, Tukmakov describes this as the “first controversial moment” of 

the game.  He suggests that 12.Qe2 deserves consideration, describing e2 as a more natural stance 

for the queen than the one he chose (c2).) 

 

12...0–0  (36) 

12...a4 appears risky, since after 13.Qc2 Black’s slight backwardness in development begins to 

tell. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7+-wq-vlpzpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5zp-+p+-+-0 
4-+P+PzP-+0 
3+P+L+-+-0 
2PvL-sN-+PzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13.Qc2 (20) 

Many commentators* mistakenly indicated that here White could have forced a draw by a piece 

sacrifice: 13.e5 Nd7 14.Bxh7+ Kxh7 15.Qh5+ Kg8 16.Rf3 f5 17.Rh3 Rd8 18.Qh7+.  But after 

16...f6! 17.Rh3 fxe5 18.Qh7+ (or 18.fxe5 Rf5 19.Qh7+ Kf7 20.Rg3 Nf8, and Black should repulse 

the attack) 18...Kf7 19.fxe5 Ke8 Black has a piece for two pawns, his king has a safe shelter, and 

there should be no talk here of any kind of clear-cut draw. 

 

(*Translator’s note: Tukmakov among them! - Griffin.) 

 

13...h6 (8) 

In a similar position Petrosian preferred 13...g6, but then, as was subsequently shown in analyses, 

White could have obtained a promising attacking position, exploiting the weakening of the long 

diagonal. 

 

14.Kh1 (1) 14...Qb6 (6) 15.Rae1 (13) 

There are two additional plans of play for White in this position.  The first is associated with 

15.Nf3 dxe4 16.Bxe4 Nxe4 17.Qxe4, after which he would have aimed at a blockade on the dark 

squares.  The second is directed at an immediate attack against the enemy king – 15.Rf3 and the 

g2–g4.  The plan chosen by him is very energetic, although it also involves a significant sharpening 

of the play. 



 

15...Ng4 (10) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7+-+-vlpzp-0 
6-wqp+p+-zp0 
5zp-+p+-+-0 
4-+P+PzPn+0 
3+P+L+-+-0 
2PvLQsN-+PzP0 
1+-+-tRR+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
16.exd5 (20) 

Seemingly, White can obtain an irresistible attack on the king by means of 16.Nf3 Ne3 17.Qf2 

(this is more definitive than 17.Qc3 f6!, but not 17...Bf6? – 18.e5 Be7 19.Rxe3; and not 17...d4 – 

18.Qxd4 Qxd4 19.Nxd4 Nxf1 20.Nxc6) 17...Bc5 18.Qg3 f6 (18...d4? 19.Rxe3!) 19.exd5 Nxf1 

20.Qg6 Ne3 21.Qh7+ Kf7 22.Bg6+ and 23.Rxe3.  But after the intermediate 16...dxe4 17.Bxe4 f5 

White, to avoid worse, has to go in for a level endgame: 18.Bd3 (on 18.Bd4 good is 18...Qc7! 

19.Bd3 Qxf4) 18...Ne3 19.Qf2 Bc5 20.Ba3 (after 20.Qg3 Ra7 he loses the exchange without 

compensation) 20...Bxa3 21.Qxe3 Qxe3 22.Rxe3.  This is why White undertakes an attempt to 

first ‘discharge’ the situation in the centre, but he thereby deprives himself of the greater part of his 

advantage. 

 

Correct, all the same, was 16.Nf3, and on 16...dxe4 – 17.Rxe4! f5 (as previously, bad is 17...Ne3 

18.Qf2 Bc5 19.Rxe3! Bxe3 20.Qg3 f6 21.Qg6 with a crushing attack for White) 18.Re2! Ne3 

19.Bd4! (now, when the rook stands at e2, this move is very good) 19...Nxc2 20.Bxb6 Nb4 21.Ne5! 

(but not 21.Bb1 c5 with equality), and the resultant endgame is clearly to White’s advantage.  For 

instance: 21...c5 (21...Bf6 22.Bb1) 22.Ng6 Nxd3 23.Nxe7+ Kf7 24.Rd2! Ra6 25.Bc7! Kxe7 

26.Rxd3. 

 

(Translator’s note: Tukmakov simply states that 16.Nf3 “will no longer do on account of 16...Bc5 

“, but he analyses no further.) 

 

16...cxd5 (2) 

Naturally, 16...Ne3 is impossible - 17.Rxe3 Qxe3 18.Qc3 and Black must resign in view of the 

threats of 19.Qxg7# and 19.Bh7+.  Also after 16...Nf2+ 17.Rxf2 Qxf2 18.Rf1 Qb6 19.dxc6 Black’s 

situation is fairly bleak. 

 

17.cxd5 (2) 



A consistent development of the initiative.  Already now in reply to 17.Nf3 Black is not obliged 

to go in for sharp tactical play, but can quietly complete development. 

 

17...Nf2+ (1) 18.Rxf2 Qxf2 19.Re2 (3) 

The rook is forced to move (19.Nf3 Qxc2 20.Bxc2 Bb4).  In the case of 19.Rf1 Qc5 White’s 

initiative gradually runs out. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7+-+-vlpzp-0 
6-+-+p+-zp0 
5zp-+P+-+-0 
4-+-+-zP-+0 
3+P+L+-+-0 
2PvLQsNRwqPzP0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Now on 19...Qc5 the Odessa grandmaster reckoned on replying 20.Nc4, and if 20...exd5, then 

21.Ba3 dxc4 22.Bh7+ Kh8 23.Bxc5 Bxc5 24.Be4 with a technically winning position.  This is why 

White decided to retain the rook on the e-file. 

 

19...Qxf4 (10) 20.Re4 (3) Qd6 (22) 

If Black is thinking of the win, he is obliged to play this way.  Mistaken is 20...Qb8, on which 

there could once again have followed 21.Nc4 (the spectacular 21.dxe6 Bxe6 22.Rxe6 fxe6 23.Bh7+ 

Kh8 24.Bxg7+ Kxg7 25.Qg6+ Kh8 26.Bg8 encounters a no less spectacular retort – 26...Rf7!*) while 

in reply to 21.Qc3 there follows the formulaic 21...e5).  White has many attacking possibilities.  

One of them is revealed in the variation 21...exd5 22.Rxe7 dxc4 23.Bh7+ Kh8 24.Bxg7+ Kxg7 

25.Qg6+ Kh8 26.Qxh6 with irresistible threats. 

 

(*Translator’s note: Simpler and stronger is 26...Rf1+ followed by 27...Qxg8.); 

 

21.Nc4 (11) 

On 21.Qc3 Black most simply of all replies 21...e5 (21...Bf6? leads to mate after 22.Qxf6 gxf6 

23.Rg4+; in the case instead of 21...f6 White replies not 22.dxe6 – 22...Rd8, and Black seizes the 

initiative, but 22.Nc4 Qxd5 23.Nb6 Qb7 24.Nxa8 Qxa8 and then approximately as follows: 

25.Qc7 Rd8 26.Rg4 Rxd3 27.Rxg7+ with perpetual check) 22.Nc4 Qb4 23.Qc2 Bf5 24.Rxe5 Bxd3 

25.Qxd3 Bf6 26.Ba3 Qb5 27.Re1 Rfe8 28.Rd1 a4 with fairly good chances of realising his 

advantage. 

 

21...Qxd5 



Perhaps it was quieter to play here 21...Qd8.  During the game I was captivated by fantastic 

variations: 22.Rg4 Bf6 (bad is 22...f6 in view of 23.Bh7+ Kh8 24.Rxg7 Kxg7 25.Qg6+ Kh8 

26.Qxh6; but deserving attention is the immediate 22...Bg5) 23.Qd2 Kh8 24.Rh4 Bg5 25.Rxh6+! 

Kg8 26.Rh7! e5 27.Bxe5, and both 27...f6 28.Qxg5, as well as 27...Bf6 (27...Bxd2 28.Rxg7+ Kh8 

29.Rh7+ Kg8 30.Rh8#) 28.Qg5! Bxe5 29.Rh8+ Kxh8 30.Qh5+ lead to mate.  However, in reply to 

21...Qd8 22.Rg4 Bf6 23.Qd2 the prosaic 23...Bg5! dispels White’s dreams.  For instance: 24.h4 e5! 

or 24.Bxg7 Kxg7 (doubtful is 24...Bxd2? in view of 25.Bxh6+ Bg5 26.Bxg5 exd5 27.Rg3) 25.h4 

exd5, and Black easily repulses the attack. 

 

22.Rg4 (6) 

A reciprocal mistake.  The correct continuation was 22.Nb6 Qb7.  Clearly, Tukmakov (quite 

correctly) did not like the position arising after 23.Nxa8 Qxa8 24.Rg4 e5. 

 

However, the whole variation holds up based a pretty tactical nuance, giving White a miraculous 

salvation: 22.Nb6 Qb7 23.Rg4!.  If now 23...e5 (after 23...f6 White sets in motion the 

already-familiar attacking mechanism: 24.Bh7+ Kh8 25.Rxg7), then 24.Bh7+! Kh8 25.Rxg7 Kxg7 

(insufficient is 25...Qxb6 26.Bxe5! Bf6 or 26...f6 in view of the murderous reply 27.Bg8!!) 26.Bxe5+ 

Bf6 (forced, since 26...f6 is once again bad on account of 27.Qg6+) 27.Bxf6+ Kxf6 28.Qc3+ Ke7 

(after 28...Ke6 29.Qe3+ Black only exposes himself to unnecessary risk) 29.Qc5+ Ke8 30.Nd5! Ra6 

31.Nc7+ Kd7 32.Bf5+ Re6 33.Nxe6 fxe6 34.Qxf8, and the struggle, in all probability, should 

conclude in peace. 

 

We also note that if on 22.Nb6 Qb7 23.Rg4 Black replies 23...Bg5, then also after 24.Nxa8 

Qxa8 25.Qc3 e5 (also after 25...f6 26.h4 e5 27.hxg5 Bxg4 28.Qc4+ Black risks losing) 26.Rxg5 

hxg5 27.Qxe5 f6 28.Bc4+ Kh7 (28...Kh8 29.Qe2) 29.Bd3+ Kg8 Black, to avoid worse, should 

prudently reconciles himself to a draw (on 29...Kh8, 30.Qe2 is once again unpleasant).  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7+-+-vlpzp-0 
6-+-+p+-zp0 
5zp-+q+-+-0 
4-+N+-+R+0 
3+P+L+-+-0 
2PvLQ+-+PzP0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
22...e5! (3) 23.Rg3 Ra6 (1) 

The position is literally teeming with various tactical possibilities.  Besides the move in the 

game, attention is also drawn to such replies as 23...Rd8, 23...Bb7, 23...Qe6 and 23...Qc5.  



However, evidently the strongest here is 23...Ba6!, after which White does not avoid undesirable 

simplification.  For instance, 24.Bxe5 Bg5! 25.Be4 Qe6 26.Bxa8 Rxa8, and Black has every basis to 

count on realising his advantage.  Now for White, the possibility of ‘muddying the waters’ once 

again appears. 

 

24.Nxe5 (2) Bf6 (12) 

Bad is 24...Re6 in view of 25.Bc4 Rxe5 26.Rxg7+, and Black suffers major losses. 

 

(Translator’s note: Tukmakov states that it seemed to him that in playing 23...Ra6 Karpov had 

failed to notice this tactical blow.  He adds: “The position is very picturesque. If one adds the fact 

that I had ten minutes remaining, and Karpov 20, the drama of the following struggle is increased.”) 

 

25.Bc4 (4) Qd6 (4) 

Meriting greater attention was 25...Qd8; in this case the sacrifice at f7 would have been 

impossible, whereas on each of the various ‘rebounds’ of the knight Black has a sufficient retort: 

26.Bxa6 Bxa6 27.Nd7 Bxb2 28.Qxb2 f6 29.Qd4 Rf7; or 27.Nc6 Qe8.  A fantastic position arises 

after 26.Bxa6 Bxa6 27.Ng4 Bxb2 (if 27...Bg5, then 28.h4) 28.Nxh6+ Kh8 29.Rh3 (the rook cannot 

be taken in view of mate in two moves, while on a move of the queen there follows 30.Nf5+ Kg8 

31.Ne7+ Qxe7 32.Qh7#) 29...Re8!!, and no amount of trickery can save White.  For instance: 

30.Nf5+ Kg8 31.Ne7+ Kf8!. 

 

26.Nxf7 Rxf7 (1) 27.Bxf6 (1) 

To Black’s advantage is the continuation 27.Bxf7+ Kxf7 28.Bxf6 Bf5! 29.Rxg7+ Kf8! (after 

29...Kxf6 30.Qc3+ Black by chance falls under perpetual check.)  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+l+-+k+0 
7+-+-+rzp-0 
6r+-wq-vL-zp0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4-+L+-+-+0 
3+P+-+-tR-0 
2P+Q+-+PzP0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
27...Be6! (1) 

Exploiting the same motif – the organic weakness of the 1st rank (28.Bxa6 Qxa6). 

 

28.Rd3 (1) Qc7 (4) 

An irreparable mistake would have been 28...Qc6 (28...Bxc4 29.Rxd6 Rxd6 30.bxc4 Rdxf6 leads 



to a draw) 29.Rd8+ Rf8 30.Qg6.  The lunge 28...Qb4 only brought Black disappointment after 

29.Rd8+ Rf8 30.Rxf8+ Kxf8 31.Bc3. 

 

29.Rd8+ (1) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tR-+k+0 
7+-wq-+rzp-0 
6r+-+lvL-zp0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4-+L+-+-+0 
3+P+-+-+-0 
2P+Q+-+PzP0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
29...Qxd8! (1) 

Forced.  In the case of 29...Rf8 30.Rxf8+ Kxf8 31.Bxg7+ Qxg7 (31...Kxg7 32.Qb2+ and 

33.Bxa6) 32.Qf2+ White is left with two extra pawns. 

 

(Translator’s note: As Tukmakov points out, after 29...Rf8 30.Rxf8+ Kxf8 31.Bxg7+ Kg8 32.Bb2 

“White has two pawns for the exchange, which together with the position of the black king makes 

his chances at least equal”.) 

 

30.Bxd8 (1) Bxc4 (4) 31.h3 

Naturally, not 31.Qxc4? – 31...Rc6!. 

 

31...Bf1 (1) 

White would have been faced with more difficult problems after 31...Bd5, but then too he should 

achieve a draw with accurate defence. 

 

(Translator’s note: Here Tukmakov indicates the continuation 32.Kh2 (32.Qd3? Rd6!; 32.Qc5 

Bb7) “...and there arises approximately the same position as occurs in the game after a few moves”.  

He adds that here White had no more than a minute remaining until the time control, while Karpov 

had five.) 

 

32.Qe4 a4 33.bxa4 Rd6 34.Ba5 Rdf6 (1) 35.Be1 Ba6 36.Kh2 Bb7 (1) 37.Qc4 Rc6 38.Qb3 Rg6 

39.Bg3 Rg5 (1) 40.Qc4 Bd5 41.Qc8+ 

Time trouble is over, and in home analysis the opponents convinced themselves that White has 

sufficient defensive resources to achieve the draw. 

 



41...Rf8 42.Qc2 h5 

The black rook has no way to slip through from f8 to g6, since on 42...Rf6 there follows 43.Bh4. 

 

43.a5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-trk+0 
7+-+-+-zp-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5zP-+l+-trp0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-vLP0 
2P+Q+-+PmK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Agreed drawn.  Though imperfect, a struggle full of content, in which both opponents invested 

a great deal of effort and tactical inventiveness. 

 

(Times: 2:55–3:00.) 


