
(The annotations to this game, by A. E. Karpov, are from ‘64’ (№ 42, 1973).  The translation from 

the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The Games of Anatoly Karpov (compiled by O’Connell 

& Adams and published by Batsford in 1974) contains a record of the time taken over each move; 

the relevant figures are presented here.) 

 

Karpov – Spassky 

7th round, 41st USSR Championship, Moscow, 11th & 14th October 1973 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 (1) a6 (1) 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0–0 Be7 6.Re1 (1) b5 (1) 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0–0 

9.h3 Na5 10.Bc2 (1) c5 (1) 11.d4 Qc7 12.Nbd2 Nc6 (1) 13.d5 Nd8 (1) 14.a4 (9) Rb8 (6) 

Interestingly, this same variation was encountered in the 1st game of the match Spassky-Korchnoi 

(Kiev, 1968). 

 

15.axb5 (3) 

Good here is the immediate 15.b4, but the path chosen by White is also not bad. 

 

15...axb5 (1) 16.b4 c4 (7) 17.Nf1 (1) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trlsn-trk+0 
7+-wq-vlpzpp0 
6-+-zp-sn-+0 
5+p+Pzp-+-0 
4-zPp+P+-+0 
3+-zP-+N+P0 
2-+L+-zPP+0 
1tR-vLQtRNmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17...Ne8 (21) 

In my opinion an inaccuracy, since Black shows his hand too soon, declaring his intentions.  It 

was not worth depriving his rook of the e8–square at such an early stage.  Exploiting this 

circumstance, I managed to think up a relatively new plan, involving the moves Nf3–h2 and f2–f4. 

 

Black, evidently, should play 17...Bd7. 

 

18.N3h2 (18) f6 (9) 

All the same better, in my opinion, is 18...Bf6. 

 

(Translator’s note: The game Geller-Smyslov (Interzonal Tournament, Palma de Mallorca 1970) 

had instead continued 18...f5?! 19.exf5 Bxf5 20.Bxf5 Rxf5 21.Be3, etc.) 



 

19.f4 (2) Nf7 (1) 20.Nf3 (5) 

Here White has many varied possibilities. 

 

Thus, natural looks 20.f5 g6 21.g4 Ng7 and now, playing 22.Be3, White firmly seizes the a-file.  

This is perfectly sound, but admittedly it remains unclear what was given by domination of the only 

open file. 

 

20...g6 (2) 21.f5 (2) Ng7 (1) 22.g4 (4) Bd7 (1) 23.Be3 (1) Ra8 (3) 24.Qd2 (3) 

Clearly, not the best. although with this move White forces the black queen to relocate to b7.  

More consistent was 24.Rc1, in order on 24...Ra2 to drive the rook from the 2nd rank by means of 

25.Bb1, and only then to play 26.Qd2. 

 

24...Qb7 (1) 25.Rac1 (5) 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+q+lvlnsnp0 
6-+-zp-zpp+0 
5+p+PzpP+-0 
4-zPp+P+P+0 
3+-zP-vLN+P0 
2-+LwQ-+-+0 
1+-tR-tRNmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
A critical decision – to concede the a-file to the opponent.  On the other hand, if even one pair 

of rooks is exchanged then White is left with little chance of success.  If you want to play for a win 

– give the opponent counterplay! 

 

25...Ra2 (6) 26.Ng3 (7) Rfa8 (7) 27.h4 (12) Bd8 (35) 28.Kh1 (11) Bb6 (4) 29.Rg1 (7) Bxe3 (10) 

30.Qxe3 Qa7 (6) 31.Qd2 (3) Be8 (1) 

I do not like this transfer – the black pieces have become very passive.  In covering the square g6 

an extra time, Black completely frees the opponent’s hands for an attack on the king’s flank. 

 

I think that more useful here was to transfer the queen along the route ...a7–b6–d8. 

 

32.g5 (10) 32...Qe7 (7) 33.Rcf1  (5) 

 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+l+k+0 
7+-+-wqnsnp0 
6-+-zp-zpp+0 
5+p+PzpPzP-0 
4-zPp+P+-zP0 
3+-zP-+NsN-0 
2r+LwQ-+-+0 
1+-+-+RtRK0 
xabcdefghy 

 
33...fxg5 (7) 

Black should hurry with this exchange; otherwise White, playing 34.Nh2, deprives him of this 

possibility. 

 

34.hxg5 (1) Qd7 35.Nh2 (6) 

Perhaps, simplest of all here was 35.Rf2, keeping in reserve the threat f5–f6.  This would have 

presented Black with very difficult problems, the more so since at that moment Spassky had four 

minutes remaining on his clock. 

 

But instead of this I played a few insignificant moves. 

 

35...Qd8 (3) 36.f6 (1) 

It seemed to me that in the case of 36.fxg6 hxg6 37.Ng4 Qxg5 38.Nf6+ Kh8 39.Qh2+ Qh6 

40.Rg2 (not diverting the other rook, which can still come in useful on the f-file) 40...Ra1 41.Bb1 

Qxh2+ 42.Rxh2+ Nh5 43.Ngxh5 gxh5 nothing forcing is apparent, and Black’s position holds.  If 

White all the same plays 40.Rf2, then after 40...Ra1 41.Qxh6+ Nxh6 42.Rh2 Nh5 43.Ngxh5 gxh5 

the g8–square proves to be covered. 

 

Admittedly, in all variations Black’s position remains very suspicious, and it was necessary to seek 

an improvement in one of these variations.  But during the game I was attracted by the possibility 

of winning a piece. 

 

36...Bd7 

Black, on the other hand, has no pretensions; he just plays in the best way. 

 

37.fxg7 (1) Qxg5 38.Qg2 (15) 

Stronger was 38.Qf2, and after the forced 38...Qf4 – 39.Nf5.  It seems that also then White has 

an advantage, and a significant one at that. 

 



38...Rb2 (1) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7+-+l+nzPp0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+p+Pzp-wq-0 
4-zPp+P+-+0 
3+-zP-+-sN-0 
2-trL+-+QsN0 
1+-+-+RtRK0 
xabcdefghy 

 
39.Rb1 (7) 

Here too 39.Qf2 was better. 

 

The resultant variations I analysed at home, since they could have taken place in the adjourned 

position.  For example, 39...Qe7 40.Nf5 gxf5 41.exf5 Raa2 (after 41...Qf6 42.Ng4 Qg5 43.Rg2 

White has a very large advantage) 42.f6 Qe8 43.Rc1 Nh6 44.Rg5 (preventing the move of the 

bishop to f5) 44...Qf7 45.Kg1 Bf5 (45...Nf5 46.Ng4; 45...e4 46.Qh4 Qxf6 47.Rf1) 46.Qb6 (the 

tempting 46.Rxf5 Qg6+ 47.Kh1 Nxf5 48.Bxf5 Rxf2 49.Be6+ Qf7 50.Ng4 will unfortunately not do 

on account of 47...Rxc2 48.Rxc2 Ra1+). 

 

Clearly, instead of 45...Bf5 preferable is 45...Bc8 46.Nf1 Rxc2 47.Rxc2 Rxc2 48.Qxc2 Qxf6 

49.Rg2 Ng4 50.Ne3 h5 (50...Nxe3 51.Qxh7+ Kxh7 52.g8=Q+) 51.Nxg4 Bxg4 52.Qf2 Kxg7 

53.Qe3, and White’s position is a little better. 

 

Instead of 39...Qe7, 39...Qf4 merits examination.  In this case too, it seems, all the same 

possible is 40.Nf5 Qxf2 41.Rxf2 gxf5 42.exf5, and then carrying out f5–f6, White presents difficult 

problems for the opponent.  If Black however prevents this, then the following piquant finale can 

be obtained: 42...Raa2 43.Ng4 Kxg7 44.Nh6+, and all of the king retreats lead to mate.  

(Translator’s note: possible, however, is 44...Ng5!)  If 41...Raa2 is played immediately, then 42.Ne3, 

in association with Nh2–f3–g5–e6, also gives White the advantage. 

 

Of course, I am aware that all of these variations are approximate and require additional testing. 

 

39...Rba2 40.Qe2 (3) 40...Qh4 41.Rbf1 

The sealed move.  In the adjourned position, despite White’s extra piece, a slight advantage is 

already on the side of Black. 

 

(Translator’s note: The game was resumed three days later, on 14th October.) 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7+-+l+nzPp0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+p+Pzp-+-0 
4-zPp+P+-wq0 
3+-zP-+-sN-0 
2r+L+Q+-sN0 
1+-+-+RtRK0 
xabcdefghy 

 
41...Bh3 42.Rf2 Ng5 43.Qe3 Bg4 

Move by move Black escalates the threats, obliging White to make virtually forced moves in 

reply. 

 

44.Rgf1 Kxg7 45.Bd1 

I do not see any other suitable replies. 

 

45...Bxd1 46.Rxd1 Ra1 47.Rdf1 

Unsatisfactory are both 47.Rff1 and 47.Rfd2 in view of the reply 47...R8a2. 

 

47...Rxf1+ 48.Rxf1 Ra2 49.Rf2 Ra1+ 50.Rf1 Ra2 51.Rf2 Ra1+ 52.Rf1 Rxf1+ 53.Ngxf1 Qxe4+ 

54.Kg1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-mkp0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+p+Pzp-sn-0 
4-zPp+q+-+0 
3+-zP-wQ-+-0 
2-+-+-+-sN0 
1+-+-+NmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
54...Qxe3+ 

In my opinion, not a forced exchange.  Black had the reasonable move 54...Qh4 (54...h6 

55.Qa7+ Kf6 is unfavourable in view of 56.Qd7) with the idea of the manoeuvre ...Ng5–h3–f4.  

White is virtually forced to play 55.Qa7+ Kh6 56.Qe3. 



 

However, the endgame that arises is also favourable for Spassky. 

 

55.Nxe3 Ne4 56.Nd1 Nf6 57.Ne3 h5 

I think that it was better to go in for the immediate breakthrough with the king - 57...Kh6, while 

the white knights have not had time to set up a barrier. 

 

58.Nf3 Ne4 59.Nd1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-mk-0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+p+Pzp-+p0 
4-zPp+n+-+0 
3+-zP-+N+-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+N+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Agreed drawn. 

 

(3:23–3:54) 

 

The endgame all the same retains its sharpness.  For example: 59...Kf6 60.Ne1 Kf5 61.Nc2 Nf6 

62.Na3, or 59...g5 60.Ne1 Nf6 61.Ne3 Kg6 (61...Ne8 62.Nf3 Kg6 63.Nd2 Nf6 64.Ndxc4 bxc4 

65.b5 Kf7 66.b6 Nd7 67.b7, and the d6–pawn is all the same lost) 62.N1c2 Ne8 63.Na3 Nc7 

64.Kg2 g4 65.Nexc4 bxc4 66.b5 Nxd5 67.Nxc4 h4 68.Nxd6 and all though Black naturally does 

not risk losing, the white pawns can also in some cases become dangerous. 


