
(The annotations to this game, by A. E. Karpov, are from Izbrannye partii 1969-77 (Fizkultura i 

Sport, Moscow 1978).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The 

Games of Anatoly Karpov (compiled by O’Connell & Adams and published by Batsford in 1974) 

contains a record of the time taken over each move; the relevant figures are presented here.) 

 

Karpov – Kuzmin 

9th round, 41st USSR Championship, Moscow, 13th October 1973 

 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 (1) Nf6 5.Nc3 (1) a6 (1) 6.f4 (1) 

I have always held the opinion that in the Sicilian Defence White is not at all obliged from the 

very first moves to throw himself headlong into the abyss of forcing variations.  Superiority in the 

centre gives him the possibility of solving the problems in a solid positional key. 

 

6...Qc7 

6...e5 is another fairly common continuation. 

 

7.a4 (1) g6 (18) 

More consistent here appears 7...e5.  Going over to the Dragon set-up, Black takes additional 

responsibilities upon himself, since he has already used up an important tempo (6...c7). 

 

8.Nf3 (3)  

In the game Durão-Smejkal (Olympiad, Skopje 1972) 8.Be2 was encountered.  After 8...Bg7 

9.Be3 Nc6 10.0–0 0–0 11.Kh1 Na5 (is more logical 11...e5) 12.Qd3! e5 13.Nb3 Nxb3 14.cxb3 Be6 

15.f5! White achieved and advantage (if 15...Bxb3, then 16.Ra3).  But in this duel Black played too 

sharply, and his play can undoubtedly be corrected.  Therefore, in the present encounter I wanted 

to test a different arrangement of force. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnl+kvl-tr0 
7+pwq-zpp+p0 
6p+-zp-snp+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4P+-+PzP-+0 
3+-sN-+N+-0 
2-zPP+-+PzP0 
1tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
8...Bg4 (9) 

This move is evidently premature.  On 8...Bg7 (8...Nc6 9.Nd5, and Black immediately gets into 

difficulties) 9.Bd3 0–0 10.0–0 Nc6 all of the black pieces have completed development, and 



ultimately the turn of the c8–bishop too would come.  It is interesting to compare this position 

with the one arising from one of the variations of the Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence: 1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 

3.Nc3 g6 4.f4 Bg7 5.Nf3 c5 6.dxc5 Qa5 7.Bd3 Qxc5 etc.  This comparison once again suggests 

that the move 8...Bg7 was perfectly appropriate. 

 

In reply to 8...Bg7 Kuzmin was probably afraid of the continuation 9.e5.  But this does not 

bring White particular advantage: 9.e5 dxe5 10.fxe5 Ng4 11.Nd5 (11.Bf4 Nxe5 12.Nd5 Qd6 is not 

dangerous for Black) 11...Qc5 (also possible is 11...Qd8 12.Ra3?! Nc6 13.Rd3 Bf5 14.Nf6+ Bxf6 

15.Rxd8+ Rxd8 16.Qe2 Nb4) 12.Qd4 Qxd4 13.Nxd4 0–0 14.Nxe7+ Kh8 15.Nxc8 Rxc8 16.Be2 

Nxe5 17.0–0 with an approximately level endgame. 

 

9.Bd3 (8) 

Gambit play is very unclear in its consequences: 9.e5 dxe5 10.fxe5 Bxf3 11.Qxf3 Qxe5+ 12.Be2 

Nc6 13.Bf4 Qe6 (in the case of 13...Qa5, 14.b4!? must be considered, and now both 14...Nxb4 

15.Qxb7 and 14...Qxb4 15.Rb1 give White an attack; after 13...Qc5 14.Be3 the black queen should 

go back – 14...Qe5, since after 14...Qb4 15.0–0 Bg7 16.Nd5 Qa5 17.Bb5! axb5 18.Bb6 Qd2 

19.Nc7+ or 14...Qb4 15.0–0 Bg7 16.Nd5 Qd6 17.Rad1 Black risks coming under a strong attack) 

14.0–0–0 Bg7 15.Rhe1 Qc8. 

 

9...Nc6 (4) 10.h3 (2) 

Possible was 10.0–0, not fearing 10...Nd4, on which there follows 11.Bb5+ with advantage.  

After 10.0–0 Bg7 11.Qe1 0–0 12.Qh4 the struggle would have taken a somewhat different 

direction. 

 

10...Bxf3 11.Qxf3 Bg7 (1) 

On the reckless 11...Qb6 there could have followed 12.a5! Nxa5 13.e5 dxe5 14.fxe5 Nd7 

15.Nd5 Qd8 16.e6! fxe6 17.Qg3! exd5 18.Qxg6+, mating. 

 

12.0–0 (1) 0–0 (1) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+pwq-zppvlp0 
6p+nzp-snp+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4P+-+PzP-+0 
3+-sNL+Q+P0 
2-zPP+-+P+0 
1tR-vL-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



The opening is over, and since Black is fully mobilised, he has, it seems, no particular problems.  

All the same, the absence of the light-squared bishop limits Black’s possibilities in the coming 

middlegame operations. 

 

13.Bd2 (12) e6 (4) 

In the current situation 13...e5 is unlikely to be good in view of 14.f5 (14.Rad1 and 14.Kh1 are 

also quite good), and White gains possession of the d5–square.  Possibly, Black should put the 

accent on piece play.  To this end, helpful are 13...Nb4 or 13...Nd7. 

 

14.Ne2 (8) 

Now in reply to 14...Nb4 White has a choice between 15.Bc3! and 15.Bxb4 Qb6+ 16.Qf2 Qxb4 

17.c3 Qa5 (but not 17...Qxb2? – 18.Qe3!, and the black queen is trapped) 18.b4 Qc7.  In both 

cases White’s chances are preferable.  But since the white knight is distanced from the d5–square, 

for Black at this precise moment it was possibly worth thinking about the move 14...e5 ( 15.f5 – 

15...d5). 

 

14...Rac8  (14) 

On the c-file the rook does not come in useful, and it soon has to change its ‘place of 

registration’. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-trk+0 
7+pwq-+pvlp0 
6p+nzppsnp+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4P+-+PzP-+0 
3+-+L+Q+P0 
2-zPPvLN+P+0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15.Kh1 (6) 

A flexible prophylactic move, regaining for broad possibilities on the queen’s side for White 

(c2–c4, b2–b4, Bd2–c3 etc.).  Incidentally, it would have been bad to play 15.c4 immediately in 

view of 15...Nb4 16.Bxb4 Qb6+ 17.c5 Qxb4 (17...dxc5 18.Be1 c4+ 19.Bf2 the nimble bishop is in 

time to be everywhere) 18.cxd6 e5! 19.fxe5 Nd7, and Black regains all of the material with an 

excellent position. 

 

15...e5 (12) 

Sooner or later Black would have had to carry out this programmed strategic advance. 

 



16.Nc3 (11) 

The knight hurries to return to the c3–square, in order to take part in the battle over the 

d5–square.  On 16.f5 Black could once again have replied with the counter-blow 16...d5. 

 

16...exf4 (2) 

Black must have avoided the move 16...Nb4 not on tactical grounds – 17.Nb5!? axb5 (17...Qc5 

leads to the loss of an exchange – 18.Be3) 18.Bxb4 Nh5 (on 18...exf4 19.e5 is quite good) 19.f5 

(19.axb5 exf4) 19...Nf4 with good counter-play for Black, but in view of the positional 17.f5.   

 

Besides the move in the text, also deserving attention is 16...Rfe8, in order on 17.f5 to continue 

17...Nd4 18.Qf2 b5 with a perfectly acceptable position for Black. 

 

17.Bxf4 (2) Nb4 (3) 18.Bd2 (6) Nd7 (9) 19.Qg3 (12) Qc6 (16) 

Both sides improve their pieces, aiming to develop pressure on the opponent’s position.  Overall, 

White retains a slight spatial advantage. 

 

20.Bg5 (5) 

20.Nb5 is no good in view of 20...Nxd3 21.Na7 Qxc2! 22.Nxc8 Rxc8. 

 

20...Rce8 (11) 21.Rad1 (12) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+rtrk+0 
7+p+n+pvlp0 
6p+qzp-+p+0 
5+-+-+-vL-0 
4Psn-+P+-+0 
3+-sNL+-wQP0 
2-zPP+-+P+0 
1+-+R+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21...Ne5 (9) 

An important moment.  21...Nc5, increasing the pressure on the e4–pawn, was hardly any 

better.  Now after 22.Qh4 Re5 (with the idea of playing...f7–f5, having first exchange on d3 at a 

suitable moment) 23.Bf4 (after 23.Be7 Re8 24.Rxf7 Kxf7 25.Bc4+ Ne6) 23...Rh5 24.Qg3 (in the 

case of 24.Qf2 Bxc3 25.bxc3 Nbxd3 26.cxd3 f5 Black goes over to the counter-attack) 24...Be5 

Black has a solid position. 

 

However, after 21...Nc5 White has a more promising plan of play along the f-file: 22.Qh4 Re5 

23.Be7 (nothing is given by 23.Bf6 Re6 24.Nd5 Ncxd3 25.Ne7+ Rxe7 26.Bxe7 Qxc2) 23...Re8 



24.Bf6, and Black should be careful. 

 

Possibly, the most accurate for Black was the move 21...h6 (deflecting the bishop from the 

blockading square f6) 22.Bf4, and only now 22...Ne5.  In this case the sides’ chances remain 

approximately level. 

 

22.Qh4 (4) Nexd3 (1) 

This exchange gives White real justification for playing for a win.  Correct was 22...Re6 23.Bh6, 

and after the exchange of dark-squared bishops White has some pressure on the f-file. 

 

23.cxd3 Qd7 (5) 

Beginning a retreat on all fronts. 

 

24.Bf6 (6) a5 (1) 25.d4 (3) 25...Re6 (3) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-trk+0 
7+p+q+pvlp0 
6-+-zprvLp+0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4Psn-zPP+-wQ0 
3+-sN-+-+P0 
2-zP-+-+P+0 
1+-+R+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26.e5! (7) 

Virtually out of the blue an attack on the king begins.  The commentators who considered that 

after 26...dxe5 27.dxe5 Qc6 Black could still have defended, were not correct.  A simple calculation 

shows that after 26...dxe5 27.Ne4! (threatening 28.Ng5 or 28.Bxg7 Kxg7 29.Nf6) Black is already 

unable to repulse the numerous threats without loss of material. 

 

26...d5 (7) 27.Bxg7 (1) Kxg7 28.Rf6 h6 (4) 29.Rdf1 (1) Rxf6 (2) 30.Rxf6! (1) 

This is much more accurate than 30.Qxf6+ Kg8 31.Qb6 Qc6 32.Rf6 (after 32.Qxa5 Qc4 the 

spectre of counter-play appears for Black) 32...Qxb6 33.Rxb6 Rc8, and the win is fraught with 

significant difficulties. 

 

30...Re8 (1) 31.Ne2 (7) 

Counting on parrying 31...Re6 by means of 32.Nf4 Rxf6 33.Qxf6+ and 34.e6. 

 

31...Nc6  (2) 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+-+0 
7+p+q+pmk-0 
6-+n+-tRpzp0 
5zp-+pzP-+-0 
4P+-zP-+-wQ0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-zP-+N+P+0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
32.Rd6 (3) 

Possibly, 32.Nf4 led to the goal still more quickly: 32...Nxd4 (32...Ne7 33.e6) 33.Nxg6 fxg6 

(33...Ne6 34.Nf4) 34.Qxd4 Qe7 (34...Kh7 35.Qf4; 34...Re6 35.Qg4) 35.Qd3.  Or 32.Nf4 Nd8 

33.Qg3 Kh7 34.Nxg6 fxg6 35.Qxg6+ Kh8 36.e6! Qe7 37.Rf7 Nxf7 38.exf7 Qe1+ 39.Kh2. 

 

32...Qf5 (4) 

In the case of 32...Qe7 White would have continued 33.Rf6 Qd7 34.Nf4, whereas 33.Qxe7 Rxe7 

34.Rxd5?! f6 35.exf6+ Kxf6 36.Nc3 Ke6 gave Black some hopes of salvation. 

 

33.Ng3 

Perhaps simpler was 33.Rf6 Qe4 34.Rf4 Qb1+ 35.Kh2 g5 36.Qg4, but time trouble had already 

intervened in the matter. 

 

33...Qd3 (1) 34.Rxd5 Re6 

The best chance!  The square f6 must be reliably defended. 

 

35.Qf4 (5) 

It was more accurate to post the queen on a defended square (35.Qg4). 
35...Re7 (2) 

Correct was 35...Qc4, and chances of salvation appear for Black: 36.Rd7 Rxe5 or 36...Nxe5. 

 

36.Kh2 (1) Kg8? 

Mutual time trouble! 

 

37.Qxh6 (1) Qc4 38.Ne4 

Black resigned. 

 

(Times: 2:10–2:25.) 


