
 

(The annotations to this game, by Yu. M. Kotkov, are from Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 6, 1986).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

In the traditional, fortieth consecutive championship of the country among young masters 

(Tallinn, 1986) success was achieved by the youngest participant, Vladimir Ivanchuk.  The victor is 

16(!) years old; he is a graduate of Middle School № 1 of the little town of Berezhany (Ternopol 

region), and gained the master title last year.  The following duel of Ivanchuk’s against the hero of 

the previous two All-Union championships was of great sporting significance*.  The game lacks 

outward effect, but the will and resoluteness of the new champion, who was able to extract the 

maximum possible from a simple-looking position, impresses.  (*Translator’s note: It took place two 

round before the end of the event.) 

 

Rozentalis – Ivanchuk 

13th round, USSR Young Masters’ (Under-26) Championship, Tallinn 1986 

 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.Bd3 c5 6.c3 Nc6 7.Ne2 cxd4 8.cxd4 f6 9.exf6 Nxf6 

10.Nf3 Bd6 11.0–0 Qc7 12.g3 

The continuation 12.Nc3 and 13.Bg5 is examined in the article by O. Stetsko Shipy i rozy 

frantsuzskoi zaschity* (magazine No. 3, 1985).  One may add the game Serper-Ivanchuk (Klaipėda, 

1985): 12.Bg5 0–0 13.Ng3!? Kh8 14.Rc1 Qb6 15.Bb1 Qxb2 16.Bxf6 Rxf6 17.Ng5 g6 18.Nh5 Rf8 

19.Nxh7! Kxh7 20.Rxc6 (20.Qg4 Ne7) 20...bxc6 21.Qg4 Qb7! 22.Qxg6+ Kh8 23.Qh6+ Kg8 

24.Qg6+ with a draw by perpetual check. 

 

(*Translator’s note: ‘Roses and thorns of the French Defence’.  Regarding the Serper-Ivanchuk 

game, see also the note to White's 16th move.) 

 

12...0–0  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7zppwq-+-zpp0 
6-+nvlpsn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+L+NzP-0 
2PzP-+NzP-zP0 
1tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13.Bf4 



The plan with the exchange of dark-squared bishops had already been tested by Rozentalis in the 

championship of the previous year (Lvov, 1985).  In his encounter with Dreev there followed: 

13...Bd7 14.Re1 Rae8 (doubtful is 14...Ng4?! Rozentalis-Moskalenko, see magazine № 5, 1985) 

15.Qc2?! Nb4! 16.Qxc7 Bxc7 17.Bb1 Rc8 with approximately level chances.  I will venture to 

suggest that Rozentalis had prepared the stengthening of White’s play with the move 15.Rc1!?.  For 

instance, 15...Nh5 16.Bxd6 Qxd6 17.Ne5! Nxe5 18.dxe5 Qb6 (18...Qxe5? 19.Nf4) 19.Nd4, and 

White has a noticeable positional advantage.  But Ivanchuk chooses a different path. 

 

13...Bxf4 14.Nxf4 Qb6!? 

It could seem that Black has lost a tempo, arriving at b6 with the queen in two steps.  But what 

has White gained in return?  An ‘escape square’ for the king (g2–g3) – something that is, in 

principle, not bad, but at some later point the weakening of the f3–square can tell. 

 

15.Qd2 

After 15.Re1 Qxb2 16.Nxe6 Bxe6 17.Rxe6 Rae8 Black has no difficulties. 

 

15...Kh8 

Consistent.  The capture at d4 is threatened, while the withdrawal of the d3–bishop does not 

bear looking at. 

 

16.Qe3 

(Translator’s note: In the same Soviet qualifying event for the 1985 World Junior Championship, 

held in Klaipėda in the spring of that year, the game Gelfand-Ivanchuk had ended in a draw after 

16.Ng5 Nxd4 17.Bxh7 Nxh7 18.Ng6+ Kg8 19.Ne7+, etc.) 

 

16...Qxb2 

Reckless is 16...Ng4?! on account of 17.Qe2. 

 

17.Rab1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-tr-mk0 
7zpp+-+-zpp0 
6-+n+psn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-zP-sN-+0 
3+-+LwQNzP-0 
2Pwq-+-zP-zP0 
1+R+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



Where is Black to retreat to with the queen?  It is tempting to feast on another pawn, taking 

account of the fact that there is no danger in 17...Qxa2 18.Ra1 Qb3 19.Rfb1 Qc3 20.Ne2 on 

account of the unexpected retort 20...Ng4!.  But, continuing 18.Ng5! (instead of 18.Ra1), White 

creates a ‘scoring’ situation: the threat of 19.Bxh7 Nxh7 20.Ng6+ Kg8 21.Nxh7 is extremely 

unpleasant, while the attempts 18...Ng4 (or 18...Qa3) merely pour fat on the fire, since the blow 

19.Bxh7!! follows with still greater effect. 

 

17...Qa3 

Back home, urgently! 

 

18.Ng5 Qd6 

Now the sacrifice at h7 does not work, since the rook at f8 is defended by the queen. 

 

19.Rfe1 Bd7 20.Nfxe6 

Good prospects were opened up for Black in the case of 20.Rxb7 - 20...Rae8 21.Nf3 Ng4 and 

then the programmed ...e6–e5. 

 

20...Bxe6 

Of course, not 20...Rae8? in view of 21.Nxf8!. 

 

21.Qxe6 Qxe6 22.Nxe6 Rf7 

Seemingly by magic, on the board an outwardly harmless endgame has arisen.  But the main 

events still lie ahead, and they unfold as in a good detective story. 

 

23.f4?! 

An underestimation of the opponent’s resources.  The enemy knight ought to have been 

disturbed with 23.Bb5.  The continuation 23...Ne4 24.Bxc6 bxc6 25.Rb2 led to a favourable 

endgame for White, while after 23...Na5!? the attack on his central pawn is released. 

 

23...Re7 24.f5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-mk0 
7zpp+-tr-zpp0 
6-+n+Nsn-+0 
5+-+p+P+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+L+-zP-0 
2P+-+-+-zP0 
1+R+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
24...g6! 

Suddenly, White has fallen into difficulties: the foundations of the knight at e6 prove to be shaky.  

Bad, in particular, is 25.fxg6 in view of 25...Rae8 26.g7+ (26.gxh7 Rxe6 27.Rxe6 Rxe6 28.Rxb7 

Re7) 26...Kg8 27.Bf5 Nxd4. 

 

25.Ng5 Rxe1+ 26.Rxe1 gxf5 27.Nf7+ Kg7 28.Nd6 Nxd4 29.Re7+ 

The best chance, since 29.Nxf5+ Nxf5 30.Bxf5 Rf8 lead to a prosaic endgame with an extra pawn 

for Black. 

 

29...Kg6 30.Rxb7 Ne4! 31.Nb5 

An exchange at e4 presented to the enemy a pair of connected passed pawns. 

 

31...Nf3+! 

The immediate 31...Nc5 did not bring success on account of 32.Rc7! Nde6 33.Rc6.  While now 

it is appropriate to recall the comment to Black’s 14th move. 

 

32.Kf1 

32.Kg2 Ne1+ 

 

32...Nc5 33.Bxf5+ Kxf5 34.Rf7+ Ke4 35.Nc3+ Ke3 36.Nxd5+ Kd4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-+0 
7zp-+-+R+p0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-snN+-+-0 
4-+-mk-+-+0 
3+-+-+nzP-0 
2P+-+-+-zP0 
1+-+-+K+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
37.Nc7?! 

Some saving chances were retained after 37.Rxf3 Kxd5 38.Rf7; at any rate, the white king’s hands 

were freed. 

 

37...Rc8 38.Nb5+ 

38.Rxh7 Rb8 

 

38...Ke3 39.Re7+ Kd3 



We note that on more than one occasion the knight could have picked up the h2–pawn with 

check, but this would have eased White’s defence.  In the given situation the role of a tempo has 

grown.  Thus, for instance, in the variation 40.Nxa7 Rf8! 41.Kg2 Ne4 42.Rxh7 Nfg5 43.Rd7+ Ke3 

White manages to eliminate all of the enemy infantry, but his king suffers a sorry fate. 

 

40.Kg2 a6! 41.Nd6 Rf8 42.Rxh7 Ne5 43.h4  

The excitement on the board has finally subsided, and the time control has passed. 

 

43...Kd4! 

The sealed move, and the strongest.  Black’s plan is to drive the enemy knight to a passive 

position, to re-organise his forces and to weave a mating net around the white king. 

 

44.Rc7 Ncd3 45.h5 Kd5! 46.Nc8 Rf2+ 47.Kh3 Rxa2 48.Kh4 

Trying in vain to break out of the cage erected by his own pawns.  A forced end begins after 

48.h6 Nf2+ 49.Kh4 (49.Kg2 Nfg4+) 49...Ne4 50.Kh3 Ng5+ 51.Kh4 Ngf3+ and 52...Rh2#. 

 

48...Nc5! 49.Nb6+ Kd4 50.Rc8 Ne6! 51.g4 

Or 51.Kh3 Ng5+ 52.Kh4 Ngf3+ 53.Kh3 Rh2#. 

 

51...Rg2! 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+R+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6psN-+n+-+0 
5+-+-sn-+P0 
4-+-mk-+PmK0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-+r+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The dot over the ‘i’.  White resigned: 52.Kh3 Nf4+ 53.Kh4 Nf3#; 52.h6 Nf3+ 53.Kh5(3) 

53...Nf4#.  A spectacular finish! 

 

 


