
(The annotations to this game, by V. M. Ivanchuk, are from the report on the New York Open, 

published in '64' (№ 12, 1988).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

...While in the 4th round for me there awaited an encounter with the experience Vladimir 

Tukmakov.  I think that this game was my best in the tournament. 

 

Ivanchuk – Tukmakov 

4th round, New York Open, 1988 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0–0 Nxe4 

That the opponent would choose the Open Variation of the Spanish Game was for me a surprise. 

 

6.d4 b5 7.Bb3 d5 8.dxe5 Be6 9.Nbd2 Nc5 10.c3 Be7 

In the 6th round - against De Firmian – I played this same opening with Black and after 10...d4 

gained a quick draw. 

 

11.Bc2 Bg4 12.Re1 0–0 13.Nf1 Bh5 14.Be3 

Creating the first concrete threat – 15.Bxh7+ Kxh7 16.Ng5+ Bxg5 17.Qxh5+, followed by the 

capture at c5.  But I consider the move played, 14.Be3, to be an inaccuracy; better was 14.Ng3. 

 

In the game it all came down to a simple transposition of moves, but here instead of the move 

chosen by Black, 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7+-zp-vlpzpp0 
6p+n+-+-+0 
5+psnpzP-+l0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-zP-vLN+-0 
2PzPL+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+QtRNmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
14...Bg6?! 

Tukmakov could have played much more strongly: 14...Nxe5!.  In my preliminary calculations I 

had assessed the position after 15.Bxc5 Nxf3+ 16.Qxf3 Bxf3 17.Bxe7 Qd7 18.gxf3 as being in my 

favour, but home analysis showed that, continuing 18...Rfe8 followed by exchanging at e1 and then 

...Re8 Black, as a minimum, retains equal chances. 

 

In this variation, instead of 18.gxf3 White should play 18.Bxf8; then in the case of 18...Bxg2 



19.Bc5 Bxf1 (if 19...Bf3, then 20.Bd1!) 20.Kxf1 Qh3+ 21.Kg1 Qg4+ perpetual check is obtained.  

Instead of 19...Bxf1 or 19...Bf3, possible is 19...Qh3, but then 20.Bf5 Qxf5 21.Ne3 and 22.Nxg2 

with a somewhat better game for White.  However, White can avoid perpetual check, playing 

(14...Nxe5 15.Bxc5 Nxf3+ 16.Qxf3 Bxf3 17.Bxe7 Qd7 18.Bxf8 Bxg2 19.Bc5 Bxf1 20.Kxf1 Qh3+) 

21.Ke2, retaining good chances of an attack with the two bishops, although the position is unclear. 

 

And all the same I think that the move 14.Be3 lets slip the opening advantage.  Black also had 

another possibility: 14...Ne6! 15.Ng3 Bxf3 16.Qxf3 Nxe5 17.Qh5, and here not 17...Ng6, since 

after 18.f4 Black is in great difficulties, but 17...g6!! 18.Qxe5 Bf6, and it is Black who wins (19.Bg5 

Nxg5 with a 'healthy' extra pawn).  But White is not obliged to play 17.Qh5, and can ‘include’ the 

intermediate move 17.Bxh7+, and then in the variation 17...Kxh7 18.Qh5+ Kg8 19.Qxe5 Bd6 

20.Qxd5 Bxg3 21.Qxd8 Bxh2+ the chances of the sides are level. 

 

15.Ng3 Re8 16.h4! Bxc2 

On 16...Nd7 unpleasant is 17.Bb3 Ncxe5 18.Nxe5 Nxe5 19.h5 Be4 20.Nxe4 dxe4 21.Bd4 Nc6 

22.Rxe4 Nxd4 23.Rxd4 Bd6 24.Qf3 Qe7 25.g3 – White is a little better. 

 

17.Qxc2 Nd7 

Black is attacking two pawns immediately, but after 

 

18.Bf4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7+-zpnvlpzpp0 
6p+n+-+-+0 
5+p+pzP-+-0 
4-+-+-vL-zP0 
3+-zP-+NsN-0 
2PzPQ+-zPP+0 
1tR-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
it became clear that 18...Bxh4 is risky on account of 19.Nf5 Be7 20.e6!, and neither 20...fxe6 

21.Rxe6, nor 20...Nf8 (relatively best) 21.exf7+ Kxf7 22.Rad1, nor even less so 20...Nf6 21.exf7+ 

Kxf7 22.Ng5+ Kg8 23.Ne6 can suit him. 

 

18...Nf8 19.h5 Ne6 20.Be3 Na5 

It seems to me that preferable is 20...Qd7 followed by ...Rad8, planning counter-play as 

opportunity permits. 

 



21.Rad1 Nc4 22.Bc1 c5 23.Qf5 Ra7 

With his last moves Black has committed a series of inaccuracies, provoking difficulties in 

defence.  Also now the plan with ...Qd7 and ...Rad8 should have been chosen.  For example, after 

23...Qd7 24.Re4 Rad8 25.Rg4 Kh8!, 26.Qxf7 will not do on account of 26...Rf8. 

 

24.Ne4 

The white knight takes aim at g5, from where an irresistible attack will follow. 

 

24...Nb6 25.Neg5 Bxg5 26.Bxg5 Qc8 27.Be3 h6? 

Possibly a decisive blunder, although it is already difficult to demonstrate an acceptable method 

of defence for Black. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+q+r+k+0 
7tr-+-+pzp-0 
6psn-+n+-zp0 
5+pzppzPQ+P0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-zP-vLN+-0 
2PzP-+-zPP+0 
1+-+RtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
28.Nh4! 

My intention is very simple: Qf5–g4 and Nh4–f5–d6, after which the ideal positioning of all the 

white pieces in combination with the threats to the enemy king make the position winning.  The 

following move by Black is also not the best. 

 

28...Rc7 29.Qg4 Ng5 30.Nf5 Rxe5 31.Bf4 

Emphasising the poor position of the rook at c7. 

 

31...Qxf5 

Also after 31...Rxf5 32.Bxc7 Nf3+ 33.gxf3 Rg5 34.Qxg5 hxg5 35.Bxb6 I had a material 

advantage sufficient for victory. 

 

32.Qxf5 Rxf5 33.Bxc7 Nd7 34.f4 Ne6 35.g4 Nxc7 36.gxf5 Kf8 37.Re2 Nb8 38.Re5 

and Black resigned. 

 

 


