
(The annotations to this game, by V. M. Ivanchuk, are from ‘64’ (№ 19, 1990).  The translation 

from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Ivanchuk – Portisch 

5th round, Interzonal Tournament, Manila, 5th July 1990 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0–0 Be7 5.Re1 d6 6.d4 exd4 7.Nxd4 Bd7  8.Bf1 

In this way White avoids the simplification that is possible after 8.Nc3 Nxd4 9.Qxd4 Bxb5 

10.Nxb5 c6, and for Black could have ‘breathed more easily’. 

 

Note that the manoeuvre Bb5–f1 is not at all new.  As far as I know, such an idea was 

encountered in the games of S. Tarrasch. 

 

8...0–0 9.Nc3 Nxd4 

Doubtful is 9...Ng4 in view of 10.Nf5 Bxf5 11.exf5 Nf6 12.g4, and White has a clear advantage. 

 

10.Qxd4 Bc6 11.Bf4 

Possibly not the best continuation.  Serious attention is merited by 11.b3, and if 11...Nd7, then 

12.Nd5 Bxd5 13.Qxd5 – the two bishops guarantee White a slight advantage. 

 

Also interesting is 11.b4. 

 

11...Nh5 

An absolutely correct reaction to the previous move by the opponent. 

 

12.Bd2 Bf6 13.Qd3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7zppzp-+pzpp0 
6-+lzp-vl-+0 
5+-+-+-+n0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-sNQ+-+-0 
2PzPPvL-zPPzP0 
1tR-+-tRLmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13...Bxc3? 

An almost unbelievable move; it is difficult to explain why it was made by a chessplayer of such a 

high class as Portisch.  Suggesting itself was 13...Bg5, which led to the exchange of dark-squared 



bishops with only a slight advantage for White. 

 

14.Qxc3 

Also possible is 14.Bxc3, but then Black would have had 14...Qg5 with counter-chances. 

 

14...Re8 

Possibly more accurate is 14...Qd7, in order to post the other rook at e8. 

 

15.f3 Qf6 

Once again not the best move.  If Black is to propose the exchange of queens then it was 

necessary to first of all play...a7–a5, fixing the pawn structure on the queen's flank. 

 

16.Qxf6 Nxf6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7zppzp-+pzpp0 
6-+lzp-sn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-+-+P+-0 
2PzPPvL-+PzP0 
1tR-+-tRLmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17.b4! 

The beginning of a pawn offensive. 

 

17...a6 18.a4 Rec8 

In the event of 18...b5 I would have had two fairly good possibilities.  Firstly, to play 19.axb5 

axb5 20.Ra5, exploiting the strong square a5.  But seemingly still stronger is 19.Re3 bxa4 20.Rc3 

Bb5 21.Rxc7 Rec8 22.Rxc8+ Rxc8 23.c4 with a clear advantage. 

 

19.c4 

Here 19.a5 also looks good, but in this case Black would have continued 19...d5, with chances of 

gradually freeing himself from the positional bind. 

 

19...a5 

I did not want to take the pawn at a5 on account of 18...Nd7.  Therefore 

 

20.b5 Bd7 



Also possible is 20...Be8, but then 21.e5 dxe5 22.Rxe5 with excellent prospects for White. 

 

21.f4 

A doubtful decision.  Better was 21.Bc3, and only on 21...Be6 or 21...b6 – 22.f4. 

 

21...Be8 

Correct! 

 

22.e5 dxe5 23.fxe5 

Also possible is 23.Rxe5, but then the advance f3–f4 is no adornment to White's position. 

 

23...Nd7 24.e6 

Possibly, over-hastily played.  It was worth delaying active operations, choosing, for example, 

24.h3. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+r+l+k+0 
7+pzpn+pzpp0 
6-+-+P+-+0 
5zpP+-+-+-0 
4P+P+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-vL-+PzP0 
1tR-+-tRLmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
24...Nc5? 

It is difficult to explain why Portisch permitted the presence of White's strong past pawn, 

moreover, on the last-but-one rank (clearly, he believed that he could easily neutralise it?).   

 

Deserving serious analysis is the variation 24...fxe6 25.Rxe6 Nc5.  Here there were two possible 

moves of the attacked white rook.  Suggesting itself is 26.Re3 (not permitting 26...Nb3), but then 

26...Bf7, and everything is far from clear.  Stronger is 26.Re7, although with 26...Nb3 27.Ra2 

Nxd2 28.Rxd2 Kf8 29.Re3 Rd8 30.Rf2+ Bf7 31.c5 Rd7 Black could defend. 

 

Incidentally, deserving attention is the sacrifice of the exchange (in reply to 26...Nb3) – 27.Bc3!? 

Nxa1 28.Rxg7+ Kf8 29.Bxa1 Bg6 30.Bf6! the idea is to create a mating net (playing c4–c5 and 

Bf1–c4) 30...c6 31.Rxb7 cxb5, provoking complications. 

 

25.e7 Ne6 

A tricky position - it is not a simple matter to choose a move for White.  The subtlety lies in the 



point that the white bishop at d2 stands very unfortunately.  It has two promising squares – c3 and 

e3.  Where the bishop will be best placed depends on which square is occupied by... the black 

c-pawn! (c5 or c6) – in the near future it will have move from its starting place.  If Black 

plays...c7–c6, then Bd2–e3 is best, bringing the diagonal a7–g1 under control.  While in the case 

of...c7–c5, the bishop is best placed at c3. 

 

Therefore it is necessary to temporise, while making a useful move. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+r+l+k+0 
7+pzp-zPpzpp0 
6-+-+n+-+0 
5zpP+-+-+-0 
4P+P+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-vL-+PzP0 
1tR-+-tRLmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26.Rad1! c5 

There was also 26...c6 27.Be3 cxb5 28.axb5 Rc7 (or 28...a4 29.Bb6 a3 30.Rd2, and the a-pawn is 

doomed) 29.Bb6 Rxe7 30.Rd8, and here there is a parting of the ways: 30...Rxd8 31.Bxd8 Rd7 

32.Bxa5, and White should win, or 30...Nxd8 31.Rxe7 Ne6 32.Bxa5 (32.Rxb7? a4!) 32...Bxb5 

33.cxb5 Rxa5 34.Re8+ Nf8 35.Rb8, and the position is clarified. 

 

27.Bc3! b6 

Into Black's plan comes ...Rc8–c7, in order to ‘remove’ the e7–pawn, but immediately this move 

loses: 27...Rc7 28.Rd8 Nxd8 29.exd8=Q Rxd8 30.Bxa5 Rcd7 31.Bxd8 Rxd8 32.Re5 b6 (bad is 

32...Rc8 – 33.Re7) 33.a5 bxa5 34.Rxc5 a4 35.Rc7 (the white rook is ready to stand behind the 

black a-pawn) 35...Ra8 36.b6 (threatening 37.b7 and 38.Rc8) 36...Kf8 37.b7 Rb8 38.c5 a3 39.Bc4, 

and it is all over – the passed a-pawn is held back, while the white pawn phalanx is irresistible. 

 

However, the move in the game also fails to save Black from defeat – the black pawns on the 

queen's flank are weak, and the white rook proceeds to beseige them. 

 

28.Rd6 Rcb8 29.Red1 

The open file must be brought under complete control. 

 

29...Ra7 30.Rd8 Raa8 31.Rxb8 Rxb8 32.Be5 Rb7 33.Rd8 Rxe7 34.Rb8 

 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tR-+l+k+0 
7+-+-trpzpp0 
6-zp-+n+-+0 
5zpPzp-vL-+-0 
4P+P+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-+PzP0 
1+-+-+LmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Black has managed to take the e7–pawn, but how is he to defend his queen's flank? 

 

34...Nf8 35.Bd6 Nd7 36.Rxb6 Nxb6 37.Bxe7 Nxa4 

As a result of the little tactical skirmish Black has won a pawn.  However... 

 

38.Be2! 

It becomes clear that the white bishop simply transfers to f3 and Black has nothing with which to 

oppose the advance of the b-pawn – his position is hopeless. 

 

38...f5 39.Bf3 Bf7 

Or 39...Kf7 40.Bd8. 

 

40.Bd8 Bxc4 41.b6 Nxb6 42.Bxb6 a4 43.Bxc5 

As a result there has arisen an endgame with two white bishops against one black one, the 

outcome of which is absolutely clear, even though Black also has two pawns by way of 

compensation. 

 

43...g5 44.Kf2 Kf7 45.Ke3 Kg6 46.Kd4 Bb5 47.Ke5 h5 48.g3 Bd7 49.Bd1 g4 50.Kf4 Kf6 

51.Bc2 Kg6 52.Ba3 Kf6 53.Bc1 Kg6 54.Bb2 h4 55.Ba3 hxg3 56.hxg3 Be6 57.Bxa4 

Black resigned. 


