
(The annotations to this game, by M. I. Dvoretsky, are from Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 5, 1986).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The game is also annotated by A. M. 

Jussupow in Chess Informant (vol. 41/537).  Variations from that source are also presented at key 

junctures.) 

 

The score had become 5:3.  Now Jussupow was only a half-point away from victory in the 

match.  We understood that in such a desperate situation Timman would not lay down his arms 

and would try, even at the cost of great risk, to all the same achieve success.  However, we did not 

succeed in foreseeing the opponent's opening choice. 

 

Jussupow – Timman 

9th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Quarter-final, Tilburg, 3rd February 1986 

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Bg7 7.Bc4 b6!? 

What is this?  After all, in the 7th game this system was seemingly refuted.  In analysis, we had 

not managed to discover a serious improvement of Black's defence (recall that even a perpetual check 

could not suit him on this occasion).  What was concealed in Timman's choice?  A bluff, a 

mistake in analyis or an important improvement that indeed secured Black a promising position?  

The answer to this I do not know – perhaps readers will help to solve this puzzle? 

 

8.Qf3 0–0  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnlwq-trk+0 
7zp-zp-zppvlp0 
6-zp-+-+p+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+LzPP+-+0 
3+-zP-+Q+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-vL-mK-sNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
9.Ne2 

At such a critical moment Jussupow did not want to test Timman's arguments and instead of 

9.e5! chose another plan, which proved, however, to be not so effective. 

 

(Translator’s note: In fact, as already indicated in the notes to the 7th match game, Timman 

revealed his prepared improvement a few months later when he again faced Jussupow with the black 

pieces in the tournament at Bugojno.  After 9.e5 he continued 9...Ba6 10.Bd5 c6 11.Bb3 Qd7!? 

(instead of 11...Qc7) 12.Ne2 (12.h4!?) 12...e6 13.0–0 (13.h4!?) 13...c5 14.Rd1 Nc6, with 



reasonable prospects for Black.) 

 

9...Nc6 

With an idea typical of such positions: to drive away the opponent's light-squared bishop and 

then to carry out the central blow ...e7–e5. 

 

10.h4!? 

A questionable move.  Serious attention is merited by the more restrained 10.Bg5.  But it is 

noteable that even at the finish Jussupow does not limit himself to neutralising the opponent's 

activity, but seeks success in a direct attack on the king. 

 

10...Na5 

(Translator’s note: As Jussupow points out, the immediate 10...e5 would be strongly met by 

11.Bg5.) 

 

11.Bd3 e5 12.Ba3 Re8 13.h5 

(Translator’s note: On 13.d5 Black continues 13...h5, when Jussupow considers that White stands 

slightly worse already.) 

 

13...Qd7! 

The queen aims at both g4 and a4. 

 

14.Rd1 Qa4 

In the match situation that had arisen, neither Timman nor Jussupow even considered 14...Qg4, 

although objectively it is also fairly good. 

 

15.Bc1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+r+k+0 
7zp-zp-+pvlp0 
6-zp-+-+p+0 
5sn-+-zp-+P0 
4q+-zPP+-+0 
3+-zPL+Q+-0 
2P+-+NzPP+0 
1+-vLRmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15...c5? 

With this and the following move Timman loses a game that he had conducted succesfully (in the 



sense of the complicated nature of the problem facing the opponents).  If taking the a2–pawn it 

should be done immediately, although after 15...Qxa2 16.d5 White has decent attacking possibilities 

for the pawn (Qf3–g3–h4 and Bc1–g5). 

 

Later, Timman suggested 15...exd4 16.cxd4 Nc6, considering that in reply White is obliged to 

castle.  However, it is very doubtful that the rook sacrifice indicated by him after 17.hxg6 hxg6 

18.e5, 18...Nxd4?!, is correct: 19.Nxd4 (but not 19.Qxa8 Bg4, and 20.Qe4 is impossible on account 

of 20...Bxe2) 19...Qxd4* 20.Qxa8 Qxe5+ 21.Be3 (bad is 21.Kf1? Bg4) 21...Bg4 22.Qc6.  

(*Translator’s note: However, Jussupow later indicated a stronger continuation for Black: 19...Bxe5! 

20.Ne2 Bg4 with an attack.  After 15...exd4 16.cxd4 Nc6 17.hxg6 hxg6 he instead indicates 

18.0–0 Nxd4 19.Nxd4 Bxd4 20.Bc2, with White having compensation for the missing pawn.) 

 

16.d5 Qxa2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+r+k+0 
7zp-+-+pvlp0 
6-zp-+-+p+0 
5sn-zpPzp-+P0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-zPL+Q+-0 
2q+-+NzPP+0 
1+-vLRmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
With the inclusion of the moves 15...c5 16.d5 the queen proves to be completely out of play at 

a2.  Timman clearly under-estimated the opponent's attacking possibilities.  Probably, he was 

counting on the threat of ...c5–c4 and had seen that after 17.Bg5 he need not fear the threat of 

18.Bf6 on account of 18...Bg4!. 

 

17.Bh6! 

An excellent shot, clarifying once and for all, if not the result of this game, then the outcome of 

the match.  In the case of 17...Bxh6 18.hxg6 fxg6 (18...hxg6 19.Rxh6 Kg7 20.Rh7+!) 19.Rxh6 Bd7 

(20.Rxh7 was once again threatened, while if 19...Rf8, then 20.Qg3) White is guaranteed a draw 

with 20.Qf6 and Rxg6+, but probably it is also possible to try to achieve more. 

 

(Translator’s note: Dvoretsky subsequently annotated the latter part of this game in his 2012 work 

Kniga dlya druzei i kolleg.  Here he analyses this line in some detail.  He considers the following 

possibilities: 17.Bh6 Bxh6 18.hxg6 fxg6 19.Rxh6 and now: 

a) 19...Qa4 20.Rxh7! Kxh7 21.Qf7+ Kh6 22.Kd2! Nb3+ (22...Qxd1+ 23.Kxd1 Bb7 24.Nf4!! 

exf4 25.e5 Rg8 26.Qxf4+ Kg7 27.Qg5) 23.Ke3 Bg4 24.Rh1+ Bh5 25.g4! (25.Ng3? Qd4+!!) 



25...Qa2 26.Rxh5+ gxh5 27.g5+ Kxg5 28.Qg7+ Kh4 29.Qg3#; 

b) 19...Bd7 20.Qf6 Rf8 21.Rxg6+! hxg6 22.Qxg6+ Kh8 and now 23.f3! with the deadly threat 

of 24.Kf2 (23...Ba4 24.Rb1! Bc2 25.Bxc2 Qxc2 26.Rc1, etc.  Or 20...Nc4 21.Qh4!, or 

20...Ba4 21.Ng3!! Rf8 (or 21...Bxd1) 22.Rxg6+ hxg6 23.Qxg6+ Kh8 24.Nf5 Rxf5 25.exf5, 

mating. 

c) 19...Rf8 20.Qg3 Rf7 (20...Bd7 21.Rxg6+!) 21.Bb5!? with the idea of 22.Be8.) 

 

17...Bh8 

This loses. 

 

18.Bb5 Rd8 

(Translator’s note: Jussupow mentions that on 18...Bb7 White need not take the exchange but 

may continue instead 19.Bg5, when 19...f6? fails on account of 20.hxg6.) 

 

19.Bg5 

Timman's other second, E. Lobron, suggested 19.0–0 followed by beginning to play for the 

pursuit of the black queen.  Jussupow prefers to play for mate, having in mind an elegant 

combination. 

 

19...Qb3 

(Translator’s note: Or 19...Bd7 20.hxg6 fxg6 21.Rxh7 Rf8 (21...Kxh7 22.Qf7+ Bg7 23.Bf6 Rg8 

24.Qxd7) 22.Rxh8+ Kxh8 23.Bf6+, winning (Jussupow).) 

 

20.hxg6 fxg6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+ltr-+kvl0 
7zp-+-+-+p0 
6-zp-+-+p+0 
5snLzpPzp-vL-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+qzP-+Q+-0 
2-+-+NzPP+0 
1+-+RmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21.Rxh7! Kxh7 22.Qf7+ Bg7 23.Bf6 Rg8 24.Be8! 

Black resigned.  Analysis of the games confirms the playing superiority of the Soviet grandmaster 

throughout the course of the whole match.  His victory was fully deserved. 


