
(Timman's annotations to this game are from Timman's Selected Games (Cadogan, 1995), originally 

published as Chess the Adventurous Way (Interchess, Alkmaar, 1994).  The game is also annotated 

by M. I. Dvoretsky in Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 4, 1986).  Commentary from this source is included 

at key junctures; the translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Jussupow – Timman 

3rd match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Quarter-final, Tilburg, 20th January 1986 

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.a3 

In the first game of the match Jussupow had allowed the Nimzo-Indian by playing 4.Nc3, but 

had not gained any advantage. 

 

4...c5 5.d5 Ba6 

An extremely ambitious opening set-up that gives Black an active type of Benoni. 

 

6.Qc2 exd5 

The alternative 6...Qe7 has fallen into disuse thanks to the rigorous approach 7.Bg5 exd5 8.Nc3! 

and White has a tremendous position. 

 

7.cxd5 g6 8.Nc3 Bg7 9.g3 0–0 10.Bg2 d6 11.0–0 Re8 12.Bf4 

A less efficient move.  In the 5th game Jussupow was to opt for the stronger 12.Re1 followed by 

13.h3. 

 

12...Qe7 13.Rfe1 Nbd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7zp-+nwqpvlp0 
6lzp-zp-snp+0 
5+-zpP+-+-0 
4-+-+-vL-+0 
3zP-sN-+NzP-0 
2-zPQ+PzPLzP0 
1tR-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
14.Rad1 

In any case this is better than the 14.h3 that Browne played against Benjamin in Estes Park (U.S. 

Championship, 1985).  After 14...Ne4 15.Nxe4 Qxe4 16.Qd2 Nf6! Black had already gained 

advantage.  In reply to 17.Ne5 there follows 17...dxe5! 18.Bxe4 Nxe4 followed by 19...exf4 and 

Black has three very strong minor pieces for the queen. 



 

In the press room, 14.Qa4 was also being examined, to meet 14...Bb7 with 15.Nb5.  Black then 

has the following possibilities: 

A) 15...Nxd5 16.Nxd6 (not 16.Bxd6 Qf6 17.e4 a6 18.Nc7 b5 and Black has an overwhelming 

position) 16...Nxf4 (16...b5!? is also possible) 17.Qxf4 Bxf3 18.exf3 Qxe1+ 19.Rxe1 Rxe1+ 

20.Bf1 Ne5 21.Kg2 with chances that are difficult to assess. 

B) 15...Ne4!.  This exchange sacrifice makes White's entire enterprise doubtful.  After 

16.Nc7 Bxb2 17.Rab1 Bc3 18.Rec1 Bg7 19.Nxa8 Bxa8 Black has more than enough 

compensation for the exchange. 

(Translator’s note: Here Dvoretsky's analysis leads to somewhat different conclusions.  After 

14.Qa4 Bb7 15.Nb5 Nxd5 his main line continues as follows: 16.Nxd6 Nxf4 (16...b5 17.Qxb5! 

Nxf4 18.Nxe8 Nxg2 19.Kxg2! Rb8 20.Nxg7 Bxf3+ 21.exf3, and White wins) 17.Qxf4 Bxf3 

18.Bxf3! Be5 19.Qd2 Bxd6 20.Bxa8 Rxa8 21.Rad1, and White is left with an extra exchange.  He 

considers the idea with 15...Ne4 to be insufficient in view of 16.Nc7 Bxb2 17.Nxe8 Bxa1 18.Nxd6 

Nxd6 19.Rxa1.  However, he notes that “Jussupow rejected this variation on account of the simple 

15...Ne5!, considering that here Black has fully adequate play.  But the continuation in the game 

also fails to give White an advantage.”) 

 

14...Ne4 

Once more the correct reply, on which I invested a great deal of time.  Less good would have 

been 14...b5 in view of 15.b4 and White is better, while the manoeuvre ...Nf6–g4–e5 doesn't make 

sense until White has pushed his e-pawn. 

 

15.Qa4 

A rather artificial move.  15.Nxe4 Qxe4 16.Qd2 would have been preferable, with chances for 

both sides. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7zp-+nwqpvlp0 
6lzp-zp-+p+0 
5+-zpP+-+-0 
4Q+-+nvL-+0 
3zP-sN-+NzP-0 
2-zP-+PzPLzP0 
1+-+RtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15...Bxc3! 

Strategically speaking, a highly justifiable idea.  Black estimates the strength of the 

centrally-positioned knight to be greater than that of the fianchettoed bishop. 



 

16.bxc3 Bb7 17.Rd3 

Once more an artificial move, but there was nothing better.  After 17.Qc2 b5 the white d-pawn 

is doomed. 

 

17...f5 

Black strengthens his central position and intends after 18.c4 to obtain a dream of a position with 

18...Ne5 19.Bxe5 dxe5 followed by ...Nd6. 

The alternative 17...Ndf6 likewise came into consideration.  There could then follow: 

A) 18.c4 Ng4 19.Be3 Qf6 20.h3 Nxe3 21.Rxe3 Re7 and Black has a strong position from 

which to exert pressure. 

B)  18.Ng5!.  The best reaction.  After 18...Nxg5 the move 19.Bxg5 would not be a bad one 

for White, and thus Black should instead choose 18...Bxd5 19.Rxd5 Nxc3, and go for 

complications.  White now has two possibilities: 

B1) 20.Qc4 Ncxd5 21.Bxd5 Nxd5 22.Qxd5 h6! 23.Nf3 g5!, and Black has the better 

chances, because 24.Bxd6 can be countered with 24...Rad8. 

B2) 20.Bxd6 Nxa4 21.Bxe7 Rxe7 22.Rd6 Ne8 23.Rxg6+ hxg6 24.Bxa8 b5 and Black's 

superiority on the queen's side is more important than White's on the king's. 

 

18.Nd2! 

Relieving the pressure on White's position. 

 

18...Nxd2 

In reply to 18...g5 there follows 19.Be3 and 19...Ne5 is now not so good because of 20.Nxe4, 

and Black has merely weakened his own position by playing...g6–g5. 

(Translator’s note: Dvoretsky points out that 18...Ne5? fails to 19.Bxe4! fxe4 20.Nxe4 Nxd3 

21.exd3 Bxd5 22.Nf6+! Qxf6 23.Rxe8+ Rxe8 24.Qxe8+ Kg7 25.Qd7+, and White is left with an 

extra pawn.) 

 

19.Bxd2 Ne5 20.Re3   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7zpl+-wq-+p0 
6-zp-zp-+p+0 
5+-zpPsnp+-0 
4Q+-+-+-+0 
3zP-zP-tR-zP-0 
2-+-vLPzPLzP0 
1+-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
20...Qf7? 

With this move Black allows his strategic superiority to slip through his fingers.  The most 

accurate reply was 20...Qd7, since the weakened white queen-side is an important factor in the 

endgame.  If White avoids the exchange of queens by 21.Qh4 there follows 21...Ba6, e.g. 22.Bc1 

Nc4 23.Rxe8+ Rxe8 24.e4 Qg7! and because c3 cannot be covered White is in serious difficulties. 

 

21.c4 a6 

An emergency solution to the positional problem.  I had originally planned 21...Qd7, because 

the endgame with the pawn at c4 seemed to be even more advantageous to Black.  (Translator’s 

note: Indeed, Dvoretsky considers that the plan of 20...Qf7 21.c4 and only then 21...Qd7 to be 

optimal for Black, for this very reason.)  What follows, however, is 22.Qc2 Ba6 23.Rc3 and Black is 

incapable of increasing the pressure on c4, so that any advantage is now with White.  Nor is 21...f4 

any good in view of 22.Re4 and White has the advantage.  By playing the text move Black does, in 

any case, manage to exchange the white d-pawn. 

 

22.Bc3 b5 23.cxb5 axb5 24.Qxb5 Bxd5 25.Bxe5 Bxg2 

Necessary to avoid losing a pawn. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+q+p0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+Qzp-vLp+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3zP-+-tR-zP-0 
2-+-+PzPlzP0 
1+-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26.Ba1? 

A risky move.  Jussupow was probably playing with an eye to my approaching time trouble.  

26.Kxg2 was necessary, whereupon Black preserves the balance by playing 26...Qd5+. 

 

(Translator’s note: Here Dvoretsky writes: “In mutual time trouble White decides to play for the 

attack.  In principle, for a middlegame situation with opposite-coloured bishops this is a correct 

strategy, but in the present case much more effective was the primitive win of material: 26.Bxd6 (but 

not 26.Kxg2 Qd5+ and 27...Rxe5) 26...Rxe3 27.fxe3.  As analysis shows, Black does not manage to 

exploit the weakness of the diagonal a8–h1, for example: 27...Bb7 28.Qxc5 Rc8 (or 28...Rxa3 

29.Qxa3 Qd5 30.e4 Qxe4 31.Qf3) 29.Qd4 Rc4 30.Qd3.  Minus a pawn or two, it would have 

been very difficult for Timman to save the game.”) 



 

26...Rxe3 27.fxe3 Qb7 

In this manner Black eventually gets himself into a tenable position, but no more than that.  If 

I'd had more time I would 27...Be4.  In itself this retreat of the bishop is highly logical, since it is 

well protected on e4.  At this moment, however, it's important to appreciate that 28.Qb2 is simply 

dealt with by 28...Kf8 and that 29.Rd1 then holds no dangers in view of the defensive move 

29...Ke7.  In this position there might follow 30.Qb6 Qe6 31.Bg7, a manoeuvre discussed by 

Dvoretsky.  The white bishop no longer has any prospects on the long diagonal and is transferred 

to f4.  The position is treacherous, as can be seen from: 

A) 31...g5 (attempts to obstruct White's plan, but unsuccesfully) 32.Bh6! (the bishop cannot be 

taken due to the check at c7) 32...Rg8 33.h4! gxh4 34.Bf4.  By means of a few powerful 

moves White has gained the initiative.  Black is in for a hard time. 

B) 31...Bd5! The correct continuation.  Maintaining control over the d-file, Black frees the 

square e4 for the queen.  It suddenly becomes clear that the black battery on the long 

diagonal is much more dangerous than White's, e.g. 32.Qc7+ Ke8 33.Bh6 Qe4 34.Kf2 

Qg2+ 35.Ke1 Bc4 and wins.  Better would be 32.Rd3 or 32.Bh6 but even then Black has 

the better prospects. 

 

28.Qc4+ Bd5 29.Qc3 

The white battery on the long diagonal is now extremely unpleasant for Black. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7+q+-+-+p0 
6-+-zp-+p+0 
5+-zpl+p+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3zP-wQ-zP-zP-0 
2-+-+P+-zP0 
1vL-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
29...Kf7 

The only parry. 

 

30.Qf6+ 

In the press room the opinion was that 30.Rd1 would have been very dangerous for Black.  

Nevertheless, there is a watertight defence, and one that even gives Black the advantage: 30...Qb3 

31.Qf6+ Ke8 32.Rd3, and not 32...Qb1+ as Goldenberg indicates in Europe Echecs, but rather 

32...Qa2!.  Now Black has the better prospects again, e.g.: 

A) 33.Qxd6 Qxa1+ 34.Kf2 Rd8 and the white attack is bogged down. Note that 34...Be4? 



would actually lose to 35.Qe6+ Kf8 36.Rd7. 

B) 33.Kf2 Kd7 and Black's king finds a safe haven on c6.  Thanks to his better pawn structure 

Black has a strategic superiority. 

 

30...Ke8 31.Qxd6 

(Translator’s note: Here Dvoretsky notes that “Nor is anything significant apparent after 31.Rd1 

Kd7.”  He suggests that in Black's time trouble a reasonable practical chance was 31.e4!?, with the 

point that after 31...fxe4 32.Qxd6 Qc6 33.Qe5+ Qe6 34.Qh8+ Qg8 35.Qc3 White retains 

dangerous pressure, but points out that after the correct 31...Bxe4, Black holds the defence.) 

 

31...Qc6! 

Also now Black has a watertight defence, especially since the white rook is not really involved in 

the play. 

 

32.Qf4 Qe6 33.Rd1 Qe4 34.Kf2 

If White has exchanged queens, Black would have been in a slightly better position. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-+0 
7+-+-+-+p0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-zpl+p+-0 
4-+-+qwQ-+0 
3zP-+-zP-zP-0 
2-+-+PmK-zP0 
1vL-+R+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
34...Qxf4+ 

In extreme time trouble I decided to head as far as possible towards simplification.  Objectively 

speaking there was no reason to do so.  Thus by playing 34...Qg2+ 35.Ke1 Qh1+ 36.Kd2 Qe4 

Black could have steered the game towards an exchange of queens under favourable circumstances.  

(Translator’s note: Dvoretsky, however, merely states: “Not 34...Qg2+ 35.Ke1, and problems once 

again arise for Black.”)  34...Rxa3 was also possible, since after 35.Qb8+ Ke7 36.Qc7+ Ke6 White 

is obliged to go for a draw by perpetual check by means of 37.Qc8+ Kd6 38.Qd8+. 

 

35.exf4 Be4 

(Translator’s note: Here Dvoretsky writes: “Playing 35...Bb3 it was possible to pick up the 

a3–pawn, but for Timman there was no time at all left for thought.”) 

 

36.Bb2 Rb8 37.Be5 



Certainly not 37.Rd2 Rb3, and Black is in a better position. 

 

37...Rb1 

Once more played in order to simplify matters.  (Translator’s note: Dvoretsky suggests an 

alternative way – 37...Rb3 38.Ra1 c4, and 39.a4? (correct is 39.Rc1) is no good on account of 

39...c3.) 

 

38.Rxb1 

Otherwise the rook goes to h1. 

 

38...Bxb1 39.Bd6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+k+-+0 
7+-+-+-+p0 
6-+-vL-+p+0 
5+-zp-+p+-0 
4-+-+-zP-+0 
3zP-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+PmK-zP0 
1+l+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
39...Kd7 

With two moves to go before the time control I decided to give up the c-pawn in order to get the 

king into the centre.  In retrospect I realise that 39...c4 was more straightforward, giving up the 

pawn at a later stage, e.g. 40.Bb4 Kd7 41.Ke3 Ke6 42.Kd4 Bc2 43.Kxc4 Be4 44.Kc5 h5. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+k+p+0 
5+-mK-+p+p0 
4-vL-+lzP-+0 
3zP-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+P+-zP0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

(analysis diagram) 

 



This position is always a draw, because the white king cannot penetrate anywhere.  White can 

advance his a-pawn as far as he likes, but if the white king moves to b6 and a7, then his counterpart 

follows via d7 and c8. 

 

40.Bxc5 Kc6 41.Bf8 

The sealed move, to which Jussupow devoted nearly half an hour.  It is the only one that poses 

minor problems for Black, as Andersson and I had determined during our adjournment analysis. 

 

41...h5 

The most accurate.  White would otherwise have been able to station his bishop at h6, and by 

playing h2–h3 he could have headed for g3–g4.  Even then White's chances remain minimal, but 

there was no reason to allow it.  (Translator’s note: Dvoretsky: “The most clear-cut path to the draw.  

Otherwise, having played 42.Bh6!, White would then have tried to break through to the h-pawn 

with the king.  Howewer, in this case too Black holds the game with accurate defence.”) 

 

42.Kg2 

The only chance to keep the game going a little longer.  After 42.a4 Be4 all chances of winning 

would have been lost, as has already been explained. 

 

42...Bc2 

Stopping White's passed pawn.  (Translator’s note: Dvoretsky: “42...Kd7? would have proved to 

be a serious mistake in view of 43.a4!.  Advancing the a-pawn, White could have already counted 

on success, for example: 43...Ba2 44.a5 Bc4 45.e3 Bd3 46.Kh3 Ke6 47.Kh4 Kf7 48.Bb4 Kf6 

49.Bc3+ Kf7 50.Kg5 (zugzwang) 50...Be2 51.e4! fxe4 52.Bd4 e3 (52...Bd3 53.f5 gxf5 54.Kxh5) 

53.Bxe3 Bd3 54.Bd4 Be2 55.Bf6! 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+k+-0 
6-+-+-vLp+0 
5zP-+-+-mKp0 
4-+-+-zP-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+l+-zP0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

(analysis diagram) 
 

(an analogous plan of breaking through with the king on the queen's flank was carried out by Euwe 

in a classic ending against Yanofsky at Groningen, 1946) 55...Bd3 56.h4 (zugzwang) 56...Be2 57.f5 

gxf5 58.Kxf5 Ke8 59.Ke6 Bf1 60.Kd6 Be2 61.Kc7 Bf1 62.Kb6 Kd7 63.a6 Be2 64.a7 Bf3 65.Bd4 



followed by 66.g4! hxg4 67.h5.”) 

 

43.Kh3 Kd5 44.Kh4 Ke6 45.Kg5 Kf7 46.Bc5 Bd1 47.e3 Bc2 

The only squares to which the bishop has acdess are d1 and c2.  After 47...Ba4 48.e4! fxe4 49.f5 

gxf5 50.Kxh5 Black's position would have been criticak, since White would have acquired two 

passed pawns, while the g-pawn cannot be exchanged. 

 

48.Bd4 Bd1 49.h3 Bc2 50.Kh6 

Or 50.Bc3 Bd1 51.Bb2 Bc2 52.Bd4 Bd1 53.e4 fxe4 54.Be3 Kg7 and White cannot make any 

further progress.  Neither does 50.g4 hxg4 51.hxg4 fxg4 52.Kxg4 Ke6 53.Kf3 Kf5 promise 

anything. 

 

50...Bd1 51.e4 fxe4 52.Kg5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+k+-0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+-+-mKp0 
4-+-vLpzP-+0 
3zP-+-+-zPP0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+l+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
52...e3 

The correct method.  The b1–h7 diagonal is opened up for the bishop. 

 

53.Bxe3 Bc2 54.a4 

The black king was ready to go to the queen's side. 

 

54...Bxa4 55.f5 gxf5 56.Kxh5 

Agreed drawn. 

 

 


