
 

(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 6, 1985).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The game 

was later annotated by Tal and Bagirov in Chess Informant (vol. 40); variations from that source have 

been included at critical points.) 

 

The score in the match had been levelled, and now everything was to be decided in the final 

encounter. 

 

Timman – Tal 

6th match-game, Candidates’ Tournament 4th-place playoff, Montpellier, 8th December 1985 

  

1.e4 c5 

A remarkable affair - six games, and six openings played in the match!  Such a diversity of taste is 

unknown in the history of chess. 

 

2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.f4 Nc6 7.Be3 e5 8.Nf3 Ng4 9.Qd2 Nxe3 10.Qxe3 

exf4 11.Qxf4 Be6 12.Ng5 Be7 

The players are playing a rather rare variation of the Sicilian Defence.  According to the 

Encyclopaedia of Chess Openings, Black has a level game after 12...Qf6 13.Nxe6 fxe6 14.Qxf6 gxf6.   

 

It may be that this is indeed so, but bland equality did not suit Tal at all, and he thought up 

another interesting continuation, forcing a new page in theory to be written. 

 

13.Nxe6 fxe6 14.Bc4 Bh4+ 15.g3 Bg5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqk+-tr0 
7zpp+-+-zpp0 
6-+nzpp+-+0 
5+-+-+-vl-0 
4-+L+PwQ-+0 
3+-sN-+-zP-0 
2PzPP+-+-zP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
16.Qf3 

On 16.Qg4 the ex-World Champion had prepared a pawn sacrifice (the eight - a lot for six 

games!): 16...0–0 17.Bxe6+ Kh8, having good counter-chances on account of the opposite-coloured 

bishops that have been obtained. 



 

Such a stormy opening did not suit White, and he himself begins to hinder the opponent's 

castling. 

 

16...Ne5 17.Bb5+ Ke7 18.Qh5 h6 19.0–0 Qb6+ 20.Kh1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-tr0 
7zpp+-mk-zp-0 
6-wq-zpp+-zp0 
5+L+-sn-vlQ0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-sN-+-zP-0 
2PzPP+-+-zP0 
1tR-+-+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The opening stage has concluded with Black's triumph.  The knight at e5 represents an 

enormous force.  Naturally, the ‘centralised’ king is no adornment to his position, but it is difficult 

for White to get at. 

 

However, on the preceding non-standard play Tal had spent a lot of time, and at this, possibly 

decisive, moment, he hastily played 

 

20...Rhf8 

 

Probably it was stronger, without relaxing the tempo of the pressure, to try the move 20...Rac8 

with the threat of 21...Rxc3, and after the forced 21.a4 a6! 22.a5 Qc5 to obtain unquestionably the 

better game.  This inaccuracy permitted White to seize the initiative. 

 

(Translator’s note: In Chess Informant, Tal and Bagirov give the line 20...a6 21.Ba4 Qxb2 22.Rab1 

Qxc3 23.Rxb7+ Kd8, ‘unclear’, notwithstanding the extra piece for Black.) 

 

21.Qh3! 

Bringing the weak e6–pawn under fire. 

 

21...a6 22.Ba4 Qc5 23.Bb3 Nc4 24.Ne2 Rac8 25.Nf4 Rf6 26.Rae1 b5 

At this point on Black's clock there remained around 5 minutes - naturally, this is not much for 

such a tense position. 

 

27.Qg2! Bxf4 



Black is forced to carry out this exchange: in some cases e4–e5 is threatened.  On 27...Qc6, 

28.Nd5+ wins, while if 27...Ne3, then unpleasant is 28.Rxe3 Qxe3 29.e5! Qxe5 30.Ng6+ Rxg6 

31.Qb7+. 

 

(Translator’s note: In Chess Informant, the line 27...Qe5 28.Nd3 Qd4 29.e5, ‘’, is also indicated.) 

 

28.gxf4 Kf8 29.Rf3 Rc7 30.c3 

White slows the tempo of the attack, which it would have been better to continue with 30.Rg1. 

 

30...Rcf7 31.f5 Kg8 

Somewhat better was 31...Qe5, but at this point Black's time trouble was already very severe. 

 

32.Ref1 Qe5 

Naturally, not 32...Ne3 on account of the sacrifice of the queen with the move 33.fxe6!. 

 

33.fxe6 Qxe6 

(Translator’s note: As indicated in Chess Informant, 33...Rxf3 leads to a queen endgame with an 

extra pawn for White: 34.exf7+ Rxf7 35.Rxf7 Kxf7 36.Bxc4+ bxc4 37.Qf1+, etc.) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7+-+-+rzp-0 
6p+-zpqtr-zp0 
5+p+-+-+-0 
4-+n+P+-+0 
3+LzP-+R+-0 
2PzP-+-+QzP0 
1+-+-+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
34.Rf5 

White sacrifices a pawn in order to achieve a perpetual check that would bring him victory in the 

match. 

 

34...Rxf5 35.exf5 Rxf5 36.Qa8+ Kf7 37.Qa7+ Kf8 

Nor is the result of the game changed by 37...Kf6 38.Qd4+ Qe5 39.Qh4+!. 

 

38.Qb8+ Kf7 39.Qc7+ Kf6 40.Qd8+ Kf7 41.Qc7+ Kf6 42.Qd8+ Kg6  

With the sealed move Black tries a final chance: he sacrifices the exchange in the hope of 

exploiting the open position of the enemy king.  However, analysis showed that in this case too 

White succeeds in maintaining the balance. 



43.Bc2 Ne3 44.Bxf5+ Nxf5 45.Qa8! d5 46.Qb8! 

The white queen hurries to help out in its own camp.  If it manages to do so, the extra exchange 

will begin to be felt. 

 

46...Qe4+ 47.Kg1 Kg5 48.Qa7! 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7wQ-+-+-zp-0 
6p+-+-+-zp0 
5+p+p+nmk-0 
4-+-+q+-+0 
3+-zP-+-+-0 
2PzP-+-+-zP0 
1+-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
48...d4 

A final chance, the idea of which consists in the variation 49.Rxf5+ Kxf5 50.Qf7+ Kg4 51.Qxg7+ 

Kf3 52.Qf6+ Ke2 53.Qxd4 Qe3+! 54.Qxe3+ Kxe3 and White, despite the extra pawn, has to play 

very accurately in order not to lose the pawn endgame.  (Translator’s note: In Chess Informant, Tal 

and Bagirov indicate that the only move to do so is 55.b3 ‘!!=’.  This was presumably part of their 

adjournment analysis.) 

 

49.cxd4 Qg4+ 50.Kh1 

This move was fated to become the last in the match.  Black is obliged to force a draw, which he 

can do in two ways: after either 50...Qe4+, or 50...Ng3+. 

 

Thus, a draw in the 6th game.  This meant a draw in the match... in favour of Timman. 

 

 


