
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 6, 1985).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Timman – Tal 

4th match-game, Candidates’ Tournament 4th-place playoff, Montpellier, 6th December 1985 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 

Of course, with such a match situation Black is forced to avoid all symmetrical set-ups. 

 

3.Nc3 Nbd7 4.Nf3 c6 5.g3 e5 6.Bg2 Be7 7.Qc2 0–0 8.0–0 Re8 9.b3 Bf8 10.e4 

White plays very accurately and simply, holding the opponent ‘at arms length’ and avoiding close 

combat. 

 

10...a6 11.Rd1 b5  12.c5! 

A relatively fresh idea.  Usually played in this situation is 12.cxb5 cxb5 13.Be3 Bb7, or 12.Bb2 

Bb7 13.a3 Qc7 (Romanishin-A. Petrosian, Kiev 1984). 

 

12...Qc7 

On 12...exd4 13.Nxd4 dxc5 White can choose between 14.Nxc6 and 14.Nf5. 

 

13.cxd6 Bxd6 14.Bb2 Bb7 15.dxe5 Nxe5 16.Nd4 

Timman noticed in time that it is now impossible to play, ‘according to the rules’, 16.Nxe5 Bxe5 

17.f4? on account of 17...Ng4! with colossal problems on the diagonal a7–g1. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7+lwq-+pzpp0 
6p+pvl-sn-+0 
5+p+-sn-+-0 
4-+-sNP+-+0 
3+PsN-+-zP-0 
2PvLQ+-zPLzP0 
1tR-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
But after the move in the game matters appear pleasant for White.  16...c5 cannot be played in 

view of 17.Ndxb5, while the unpleasant lunge 17.Nf5 is threatened.  It seems that Black is ‘skating 

on thin ice’, but Tal found a very strong manoeuvre – 

 

16...Bc5! 

Its only shortcoming is that White soon carries out a major exchanging operation.  However, 



there is already no choice... 

 

17.Rac1 Rad8 18.Ncxb5 cxb5 19.Qxc5 Qxc5 20.Rxc5 Bxe4 

Now it was possible to take a risk - 20...Nxe4, hoping for 21.Rc7 Nxf2! 22.Kxf2 Ng4+ 23.Kg1 

Bxg2 24.Kxg2 Ne3+.  But what is to be done after the simple 21.Rc2?  The pin on the long 

diagonal would have been in White's favour. 

 

21.Bxe4 Nxe4 22.Rcc1 Rd5!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6p+-+-+-+0 
5+p+rsn-+-0 
4-+-sNn+-+0 
3+P+-+-zP-0 
2PvL-+-zP-zP0 
1+-tRR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Now the position is rapidly simplified, and moreover, Black is in time to neutralise the 

unpleasant bishop at b2. 

 

23.Kg2 h6 24.Rc2 

White has no need for complications such as 24.Nf5?! Nd3! 25.Nxg7 Red8 26.Rxd3 Rxd3 

27.Re1 Rd2!, and he naturally chooses a path leading to permanent equalisation of the position. 

 

24...Nc5 25.Re1! Ncd3 26.Re4 Nxb2 

Agreed drawn, on Tal's proposal.  Black cannot avoid the exchange of the last active piece after 

27.Rxb2 Red8 28.Nf5 Ng6 29.Ne7+. 

 

 


