
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 4, 1989).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The game 

was later annotated by Tal in Chess Informant (vol. 46); variations from that source have been 

included at critical points.) 

 

Tal – Timman 

4th match-game, Hilversum, 20th December 1988 

 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.f4 a6 7.Qf3 

It may have been the short break in the match, or the succesful start to it, or perhaps the bold 

opening played by Tal, or all of these factors taken together that provoked Timman, in the sharp 

Scheveningen, to choose in the next game a highly risky variation. 

 

The last move, according to the latest games, is however far from disadvantageous for White, 

although 7.Bd3 or 7.Be3 are more often encountered. 

 

7...Qb6 8.Nb3 Qc7 

A typical method of driving the aggressive white knight to a more modest position. 

 

9.g4 b5 10.g5 b4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnl+kvl-tr0 
7+-wq-+pzpp0 
6p+-zppsn-+0 
5+-+-+-zP-0 
4-zp-+PzP-+0 
3+NsN-+Q+-0 
2PzPP+-+-zP0 
1tR-vL-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The aggressive Timman has brought Tal ‘out of hibernation’, and from now until the end of the 

match the serious fighting action does not subside. 

 

Previously, in an analogous position there had been encountered 10...Nfd7 11.Be3 Nb6 

12.0–0–0 N8d7 13.Kb1 Bb7 14.Na5 Na4! with approximately level chances (Panchenko-Balashov, 

Sochi 1980). 

 

11.Nb5 axb5 12.gxf6 gxf6 13.Nd4 

These days it is difficult to play a variation that has not been encountered in tournament practice.  



Thus, everything up to this point had already been played by Thipsay v. Parameswaran (India, 

1986).  There White continued  13.Bxb5+ Bd7 14.Bd3 and obtained the better game.  

Timman's continuation is new, but it hardly improves White's chances. 

 

13...Bd7 14.f5?! 

While this, perhaps, is the cause of all White's woes - it lays bare the important square e5, which 

is destined to play a decisive role in the present game. 

 

(Translator’s note: Tal suggests instead 14.Nxb5 Qa5 15.Qd3 and now 15...b3+ 16.Bd2 (16.Nc3 

bxc2) 16...Qxa2!?, or simply 15...Ra6.) 

 

14...Nc6 15.Nxb5 

(Translator’s note: Tal points out the variation 15.fxe6 Nxd4 16.Qxf6 (16.exd7+ Ke7) 16...Nxe6 

17.Qxh8 Qxc2 18.Qxh7 Nd4 with a winning position for Black, who threatens both 19...Nb3 and 

19...Nf3+.  Of course, after 15.Nxc6 Black replies 15...Qxc6.) 

 

15...Qa5 16.fxe6 fxe6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+kvl-tr0 
7+-+l+-+p0 
6-+nzppzp-+0 
5wqN+-+-+-0 
4-zp-+P+-+0 
3+-+-+Q+-0 
2PzPP+-+-zP0 
1tR-vL-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17.Bd2 

White feared the threat of 17...b3+ 18.c3 Qxa2!, but meanwhile in the spirit of the position he 

had to play more sharply - 17.Qxf6!? Rg8 18.Bf4, even if this is very risky.  Now, in the 

terminology of classical wrestling, Timman voluntarily assumes the 'par-terre' position. 

 

(Translator’s note: On 17.Qxf6 Tal analyses as follows: 17...Rg8 18.Bd2 (18.Bf4 Rg6 19.Qh4 b3+ 

20.Bd2 Qxa2, '', or 18.Be2 Be7) 18...Ne5 19.Nd4 Bg7, and Black has compensation for the slight 

material deficit.) 

 

17...Ne5 18.Qe2 

(Translator’s note: While now on 18.Qxf6, Tal suggests 18...Bxb5!? 19.Qxh8 Nf3+ 20.Kd1 

0–0–0, etc., though this does not appear convincing.  Simpler is 18...Rg8, transposing to the line 



considered in the previous note.) 

 

18...Rc8! 

How the situation on the board has changed!  There is threatened not only 19...Rc2, but also, 

and principally, 19...Nc4!. 

 

19.Nd4 Nc4 20.Nb3 

(Translator’s note: Or, as Tal points out, 20.b3 Nxd2 21.Qxd2 Qh5!, etc.) 

 

20...Qe5!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+kvl-tr0 
7+-+l+-+p0 
6-+-zppzp-+0 
5+-+-wq-+-0 
4-zpn+P+-+0 
3+N+-+-+-0 
2PzPPvLQ+-zP0 
1tR-+-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The square e5 is an excellent transit point for the black pieces.  His positional advantage is 

undoubted.  The difference in the placing of the pieces, and especially the kings, is perceptible. 

 

21.Bxb4 Nxb2 22.c3 Na4 23.c4 

With great effort White maintains the material balance, but his resistance will soon be broken. 

 

23...Rb8 24.a3 Bc6 

Black's position is overwhelming.  Several ways to increase the advantage exist – 24...Rxb4 

25.axb4 Qc3+ or 24...Nc5.  But Tal retains these threats, at the same time including the d7–bishop 

in the play. 

 

25.Rg1 Nc5! 26.Rb1 Bxe4 
The curtain could have been lowered.  The game is over and, curiously, two black pieces (the 

bishop at f8 and the rook at h8) have not had time to make a single move. 

 

27.Nd2 Bxb1 28.Qxe5 dxe5 29.Nxb1 Na6 

and White resigned. 

 

(Times: 1:59–1:15.) 


