
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 4, 1989).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The game 

was later annotated by Tal in Chess Informant (vol. 46); variations from that source have been 

included at critical points) 

 

Tal – Timman 

5th match-game, Hilversum, 21st December 1988 

 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.g3 d5 5.d4!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqkvl-tr0 
7zpp+-zppzpp0 
6-+n+-sn-+0 
5+-zpp+-+-0 
4-+PzP-+-+0 
3+-sN-+NzP-0 
2PzP-+PzP-zP0 
1tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
When we analysed the 1st match-game, I promised to return to the question of home preparation 

in the English Opening.  The point is that Timman, in this symmetrical variation, likes to deploy 

his forces as per the Rubinstein system: ...d7–d5, ...Nf6xd5, ...Nd5–c7, ...e7–e5 etc.  But it 

happened that in the odd-numbered games he had fortunately avoided this order of moves... 

However, when the score in the match became level, he decided to play, at the most important 

moment, in the most reliable, tried and tested, way.  And so, that which should have happened at 

the start of the match suddenly surfaced in the final 'white' game, the 5th. 

 

On the way to Amsterdam at an altitude of, say, 8000m, Tal, knowing that my book The English 

Opening was getting ready to be printed, unexpectedly asked: “Is there in theory, in reply to 

...d7–d5, such a way as d2–d4?”.  The position is symmetrical; only White has made the ‘crafty’ 

move g2–g3 and on the long diagonal the bishop can play far from the last role.  As far as I could 

recall, such a continuation had not occurred.  A light analysis showed that White, as they say, risks 

nothing.  It was decided to test this possibility at the first suitable chance.  And here it had come.  

Now Tal's novelty, having passed serious testing, could rightfully be called the ‘Aeroflot Variation’. 

 

5...dxc4 

Possibly the most reliable of all for Black is to go over to the Tarrasch Defence with 5...e6 6.cxd5 

exd5 etc. (Translator’s note: Of course, the more solid 6...Nxd5 is also possible.)  

 



6.d5 Na5 

The variation 6...Nb4 7.e4 Bg4 8.Bxc4 Bxf3 9.Qxf3 Nc2+ 10.Kd1 also did not appeal to 

Timman.  White's centre is very strong.  (Translator’s note: Tal analyses further: 10...Nxa1 11.e5 

(or 11.Bb5+ Nd7 12.e5) 11...a6, ‘unclear’.  He suggests as possibly stronger 10.Kf1!? Nxa1 11.e5 

a6 12.exf6 exf6 13.Kg2, ‘’.) 

 

7.e4 b5 

(Translator’s note: As Tal points out, on 7...e6 White has the strong reply 8.d6! ( 8...e5 9.Nb5).) 

 

8.Nxb5 Nxe4 9.Ne5! Bd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqkvl-tr0 
7zp-+lzppzpp0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5snNzpPsN-+-0 
4-+p+n+-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10.Nxd7 

Thoroughly upset that he could not find a forced victory after 10.Qh5 g6 11.Qf3 Nf6 12.Nc6 

Qb6 13.Nd6+ exd6 14.Qxf6 Rg8, Tal goes over to positional lines, with, however, a noticeable 

positional plus. 

 

10...Qxd7 11.Qa4 Rb8 12.Nc7+ Kd8 13.Ne6+ fxe6 14.Qxa5+ Qc7 

(Translator’s note: Tal points out the possible variation 14...Rb6 15.Bh3 Qxd5 16.0–0.  In view of 

the exposed situation of his king, it is doubtful that Black would survive for long with the queens on 

the board.) 

 

15.Qxc7+ Kxc7 16.Bf4+ Nd6 17.0–0–0 
 All this is forced.  White has the advantage of the two bishops, and moreover, with the insecure 

enemy king to hand. 

 

17...g6 18.Be5 Rg8 19.dxe6 Bg7 20.f4 

White's advantage could have been increased after 20.Rd5!. 

 

(Translator’s note: - Tal criticises the move in the text; after it, he considers that White no longer 

stands better.  Besides the immediate 20.Rd5 he also mentions first 20.Bxg7 Rxg7 and then 21.Rd5 



Kb6 22.Bg2, assessing the position as won for White.) 

 

20...g5 21.Rd2 

And here, perhaps, better is 21.Be2!?.  The point is that Black cannot himself take at e5.  In 

this case White's rook penetrates at d7 with great effect.  While after 21...gxf4 22.gxf4 the g-file is 

opened, which is to White's advantage. 

 

21...gxf4 22.Bxf4 Rb4 23.a3 Ra4 24.Rc2 

(Translator’s note: Commenting on this game in his book Timman's Titans (New in Chess, 2016), 

Timman considers that White should have preferred the critical continuation 24.Bxd6+ exd6 

25.Rf2!, when White has the advantage after 25...c3 26.Rf7+ Kb6 27.e7 cxb2+ 28.Kb1 Bh6 29.Bh3 

Rxa3 30.Kxb2 Re3 31.Rd1.) 

 

24...c3! 

White has not had time to win the weak pawn at c4, and now this same little pawn gives itself up 

at a fairly dear cost. 

 

25.bxc3 Rxa3 26.Kd2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+r+0 
7zp-mk-zp-vlp0 
6-+-snP+-+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4-+-+-vL-+0 
3tr-zP-+-zP-0 
2-+RmK-+-zP0 
1+-+-+L+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26...Kc8 

Up to this point Black, having fallen into an unpleasant position from the opening, had exploited 

Tal's slight mistakes and had defended well.  However, experiencing a shortage of time for thought, 

Timman commits a decisive mistake - he fails to pay attention to White's possibilities on the b-file.  

After 26...Rb8! the worst for him would have been over. 

 

(Translator’s note: Indeed, Tal considers that after 27.Bd3 h6 28.h4 Rbb3 29.Rhc1 Kc6 Black's 

chances would have been slightly better.  Timman instead suggests 26...Rd8, with the positional 

threat of 27...Bh6!.) 

 

27.Bg2 Bf6 28.Ke2 



After 28.h4?! Black defends succesfully with 28...Be5!. 

 

28...Bg5 

(Translator’s note: Here Tal points out that on 28...Rxc3 White continues 29.Ra2 Nb5 30.Rb1 

Nd4+ 31.Kf2, and wins; while after 28...Bxc3 29.Rb1 White has a strong attack.  He suggests the 

possible defence 28...a6, in order to meet 29.Rb1 with 29...Nb5.) 

 

29.Bxd6 exd6 30.Rb1! 

This is the essence of the matter.  The attack on the b-file, the pawn at e6 and the presence of 

opposite-coloured bishops, far from equal in strengh, make Black's position indefensible. 

 

30...Re8 31.Bd5 Bd8 32.Kd3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+kvlr+-+0 
7zp-+-+-+p0 
6-+-zpP+-+0 
5+-zpL+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3tr-zPK+-zP-0 
2-+R+-+-zP0 
1+R+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
32...Bb6 

On 32...Rf8 decisive is 33.e7! Bxe7 34.Rcb2 with a mating attack.  In this position Tal now 

takes the full point with a raid of his king into the midst of events, of the sort that was beloved by 

him in his youth. 

 

33.Rf1 Re7 34.Ke4 c4 35.Rf8+ Kc7 36.Kf5 

and Black resigned. 

 

(Times: 1:32–1:52.) 

 

 


