
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 6, 1985).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Tal – Timman 

3rd match-game, Candidates’ Tournament 4th-place playoff, Montpellier, 4th December 1985 

 
1.e4 After the defeat, Tal looks to the king's pawn. 

 

1...e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0–0 Nxe4 6.d4 b5 7.Bb3 d5 8.dxe5 Be6 9.Be3 

Here it should be noted that both players are specialists in the area of the Open Variation of the 

Spanish Game.  In their games it is encountered with both colours.  Considering this factor, Tal 

chooses the most forgotten move order, hoping to thereby deflect the opponent from theoretical 

paths. 

 

9...Be7 10.c3 Nc5 11.Bc2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqk+-tr0 
7+-zp-vlpzpp0 
6p+n+l+-+0 
5+psnpzP-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-zP-vLN+-0 
2PzPL+-zPPzP0 
1tRN+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
11...Nd7 

However, for Timman such a development of events was not unexpected, and instead of the 

theoretical 11...Bg4 12.Nbd2 Ne6 he employs the most modern continuation, recently introduced 

into practice by the Moscow master G. Kaidanov. 

 

12.Nd4 

Possibly, best for White was the variation 12.Re1 Ndxe5 13.Nxe5 Nxe5 14.Bd4 Nd7 15.Bxg7 

Rg8 16.Rxe6 Rxg7, with approximately level chances.  But Tal could not wait to sacrifice a pawn 

and to get involved in complications as soon as possible. 

 

12...Ndxe5 13.f4 

From this point the game, in surprising fashion, enters the path of numerous exchanges, and 

moreover unless they make significant concessions neither side can avoid the hurricane that sweeps 

from the board almost all of the minor and major pieces. 



 

13...Nc4 14.Nxc6 Nxe3 15.Nxd8 Nxd1 16.Nxe6 Ne3 17.Nxc7+ Kd7 18.Nxa8 Nxc2 19.Nd2  

Of course, it was risky to win a pawn with 19.Nb6+ Kc6 20.Nxd5, since in this case, with the 

endgame approaching, Black's king becomes very active. 

 

19...Bc5+ 20.Kh1 Nxa1 21.Rxa1 Rxa8 22.Re1 Kd6 23.g3 Rc8 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+-+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6p+-mk-+-+0 
5+pvlp+-+-0 
4-+-+-zP-+0 
3+-zP-+-zP-0 
2PzP-sN-+-zP0 
1+-+-tR-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In playing this move Timman offered a draw, which there was no point at all in refusing.  Pay 

attention: in the space of eight moves ten(!) pieces have disappeared from the board.  A rare case of 

such a forced exchange. 

 

 


