
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 4, 1989).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.  The game 

was later annotated by Jan Timman in Chess Informant (vol. 46); variations from that source have 

been included at critical points) 

 

Tal – Timman 

3rd match-game, Hilversum, 18th December 1988 

 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 e6 5.d4 Be7 6.Nc3 Ne4 7.Bd2 

In a roundabout way, from the Réti or English Opening the game has passed to one of the 

variations of the Queen's Indian Defence. 

 

7...Bf6 8.0–0 0–0 9.Rc1  Nxc3 

Theory considers that more correct is 9...c5 10.Nxe4 Bxe4 11.Bc3 Nc6, and Black gradually 

achieves equality.  (Translator’s note: Incidentally, the previous year this continuation had been seen 

in the game Tal-Ribli from the Interzonal tournament in Subotica.) 

 

After the move in the game he has to fight for equality for a further 20 moves and more. 

 

10.Bxc3 d5 11.cxd5 exd5 12.b4 c6 13.a4 Nd7 14.b5 c5 15.a5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7zpl+n+pzpp0 
6-zp-+-vl-+0 
5zPPzpp+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-vL-+NzP-0 
2-+-+PzPLzP0 
1+-tRQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15...a6!? 

Black hopes that the skirmish on the queen's flank should lead to the exchange of both pawns and 

pieces, and the creation of an ‘isolani’ at d5.  While in the ideal scenario for White, with the win of 

this pawn, to the common rook endgame with the pawn configuration ‘four against three’, leading 

most likely of all to a draw. 

 

16.dxc5 bxc5 

Risky appears 16...Nxc5 in view of 17.Bxf6 Qxf6 18.axb6 Qxb6 19.Qd4 Rfc8 (Translator’s note: 

Timman gives instead 19...Nd7 20.Qxb6 Nxb6 21.Rc7, with White having a some advantage.) 



20.Bh3 Rc7 21.Rc2, and Black falls under an unpleasant diagonal-vertical pin. 

 

17.Bxf6 Nxf6 

(Translator’s note: As Timman points out, on 17...Qxf6?! the move 18.Bh3 is unpleasant for 

Black.) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7+l+-+pzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5zPPzpp+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+NzP-0 
2-+-+PzPLzP0 
1+-tRQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In the position in the diagram it seemed to me that the most natural possibility of playing for an 

advantage is 18.b6 Qe7 19.Qd3.  However, after the game the opponents unanimously considered 

that in this case, after 19...Rac8 20.Qa3 Rfe8 21.Rc2 c4 Black has counter-chances in connection 

with play oriented towards the exchange of queens and an attack on the a5–pawn with ...Rc5.  The 

path chosen by Tal is possibly safer, but it also promises, by and large, fewer prospects of serious 

success.  (Translator’s note: In Chess Informant, Timman simply states: “18.b6?! Qe7”.) 
 

18.bxa6 Rxa6 19.Rxc5 Ne4 

(Translator’s note: Timman considers the simple 19...Rxa5 to be preferable.) 

 

20.Rc2 Rxa5 21.Qd4 Qa8 22.Rfc1 Ra2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8q+-+-trk+0 
7+l+-+pzpp0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-wQn+-+0 
3+-+-+NzP-0 
2r+R+PzPLzP0 
1+-tR-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



After the more solid 22...Ra4 the draw would not have been far off, but now the struggle 

continues. 

 

23.Bh3! Rxc2 24.Rxc2 Nf6 25.Rc7 Bc8! 

Black has safely defended the d5–square and quietly provokes the next exchanges.  Otherwise 

White's initiative on the 7th rank could prove to be perceptible. 

 

26.Bxc8 Rxc8 27.Qa7 

Very pretty, but that is all.  How one can regret that chess is not draughts, and here it is not 

obligatory to capture. 

 

27...Re8 

Black is saved by counter-play against the e2–pawn. 

 

28.Qxa8 Rxa8 29.Ne5 Re8 30.f4 h5 31.Kf1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+k+0 
7+-tR-+pzp-0 
6-+-+-sn-+0 
5+-+psN-+p0 
4-+-+-zP-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+P+-zP0 
1+-+-+K+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In making this move Tal offered a draw, considering that in a training match, to play on in the 

drawn endgame with an extra pawn 31...Ng4 32.Nxg4 hxg4 33.Rd7 f6 would have been, at the very 

least, ‘uncouth’. 

 

(Times: 1:25–1:35.) 

 

 


