
(The annotations to this game, by V. K. Bagirov, are from his report on the match in Shakhmaty 

(Riga) (№ 4, 1989).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Tal – Timman 

1st match-game, Hilversum, 16th December 1988 

 

1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 c6 

Frankly speaking, on the 1st move by the knight Tal rather expected the reply 1...c5.  But the 

‘cunning’ Timman, possessing a variety of opening set-ups and variations, succesfully avoids home 

preparation.  We will return to this question in the commentary to the 5th game.  Thus, there has 

arisen the normal variation of the Slav Defence, which the Dutch grandmaster had previously 

employed in his practice, but not too often.  And therefore the Rigan settled his choice on a modest 

continuation. 

 

4.e3 Bf5 5.Nc3 e6 6.Bd3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqkvl-tr0 
7zpp+-+pzpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5+-+p+l+-0 
4-+PzP-+-+0 
3+-sNLzPN+-0 
2PzP-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-vLQmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
6...Be7 

Another respectable way is 6...Bg6 7.Ne5 Bxd3 8.Qxd3 Nbd7 9.Nxd7 Qxd7 10.0–0 Be7 11.Rb1 

0–0 12.b4 dxc4 13.Qxc4 b5 14.Qb3 a5 (Romanishin-Bagirov, Leningrad 1977).  Although for 

equality, fully acceptable too is 6...Bxd3 7.Qxd3 Nbd7 8.0–0 Be7. 

 

7.Bxf5 exf5 8.cxd5 Nxd5 9.Qb3 Qb6 10.Qc2 

White pins his hopes on opening the game in the centre with e3–e4.  Also deserving attention is 

the following way: 10.Nxd5 Qxb3 11.Nc7+ Kd7 12.axb3 Kxc7 13.Ne5 f6 14.Nc4 with play on the 

a- and c-files. 

 

10...g6 11.0–0 Nd7 12.e4 

Nor does Black have any concerns in the case of 12.Nxd5 cxd5 13.Bd2 0–0 14.Rfc1 Bd6. 

 

12...fxe4 13.Qxe4 N7f6 14.Nxd5 Nxe4 15.Nxb6 axb6 16.Re1 f5 17.Ne5 



Black has not only equalised; he has forced White to be extremely attentive in the following play.  

Already now the endgame after 17.Ng5?! Bxg5 18.Bxg5 Kf7 19.Bf4 Ra4 20.Be5 Rha8 is clearly in 

Black's favour.  The sideline of the Slav Defence has not caused him the slightest trouble. 

 

17...0–0 18.f3 Bb4! 

At e7 the bishop would have been under attack (18...Nf6? 19.Nxc6). 

 

Now only White can have problems.  But Tal, with a series of exchanges, simplifies the game in 

timely fashion. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+p+-+-+p0 
6-zpp+-+p+0 
5+-+-sNp+-0 
4-vl-zPn+-+0 
3+-+-+P+-0 
2PzP-+-+PzP0 
1tR-vL-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
19.Bh6! Bxe1 20.fxe4 Bb4 21.Bxf8 Bxf8 22.exf5 gxf5 

The position is still not as simple as it appears at first sight.  Difficulties await White, associated 

with the weak pawn at d4. 

 

23.a3 Bg7 24.Nf3 Rd8 25.Rd1 c5 26.Kf2 cxd4 27.Ke2 Re8+ 28.Kd3 Re3+ 29.Kc2 

The other way - 29.Kc4 - seems more risky in view of 29...b5+ 30.Kxb5 Rb3+ 31.Kc4 Rxb2 

32.Rd2 b5+ 33.Kc5 Rxd2 34.Nxd2 Bh6.  However, in this case after the only move 35.Nb1! 

White is not threatened with anything. 

 

Tal chooses a quieter and safer continuation. 

 

29...Re4 30.Kd3 Re3+ 

Agreed drawn.  On any move by Black - apart, of course, from 30...Kf7?? (31.Ng5+) White 

exchanges rooks (Rd1-e1) and even gains a slightly better endgame; therefore Timman is obliged to 

repeat moves. 

 

(Times: 1:45-1:46.) 


