
(The annotations to this game by O. N. Averkin (Lev Polugaevsky's second) are from '64' (№ 9, 

1980).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky – Tal 

7th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Quarter-final, Alma-Ata, 10th April 1980 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 g6 

Sensing the unfavourable course of the match, Tal employs a sharp system - the favourite weapon 

of his youth. 

 

3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.d4 0–0 6.Be2 e5 7.0–0 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Ne1 Nd7 10.Nd3 f5 11.Bd2 Nf6 

In the 5th game the ex-World Champion had played 11...fxe4, and the encounter soon 

concluded in a draw.  Now the situation in the match obliged him to play a more principled 

continuation. 

 

12.f3 f4 13.c5 g5 14.Rc1 Ng6 15.cxd6 cxd6 16.Nb5 Rf7 17.Qc2 Ne8 18.a4 h5 19.Nf2 Bf8 

20.h3 Rg7 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqnvlk+0 
7zpp+-+-tr-0 
6-+-zp-+n+0 
5+N+Pzp-zpp0 
4P+-+Pzp-+0 
3+-+-+P+P0 
2-zPQvLLsNP+0 
1+-tR-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21.a5 

A new plan in this topical position.  Polugaevsky does not go in for the endgame, which leads 

for a struggle with approximately equal chances - 21.Nxa7 Rc7 22.Ba5 Rxc2 23.Bxd8 Rxe2 24.Nxc8 

Rxa4 25.Nd1 g4, as occurred in the game Averkin-Kasparov (Moscow, 1979). 

 

(Translator’s note: After 21.Nxa7 Black can also play for an attack in the middlegame - 21...Bd7 

22.Nb5 Nh4 , etc.  Given the match situation, not to mention Tal's style, the game would more 

probably have taken the latter course.) 

 

21...Bd7 22.Qb3 Nh4 23.Be1 

White has finished creating the defensive line on the king's flank.  There has arisen a remarkable 

position, in which almost any move by Black does not improve, but worsens his position.  But for 



White too it is not a simple matter to find a good plan of play. 

 

23...Be7 24.Rc3  

White prepares the doubling of heavy pieces on the c-file and leaves the square d1 for the queen, 

'just in case'. 

 

24...Bf8 

After lengthy thought the ex-World Champion rejects the idea of 'trench warfare'.  In the case 

of 24...Qb8 25.Rc2 Bd8 26.Na3 b6 27.a6 b5 Black sacrifices a pawn, but in return activates his 

dark-squared bishop.  Evidently, Tal considered that for the time being there was no necessity for 

this sacrifice. 

 

25.Rc2 Kh7 

A tacit offer of a draw. 

 

26.Rc3 Kh8 

At this point the ex-World Champion audibly offered a draw, but it did not meet with 

agreement. 

 

27.Qd1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqnvl-mk0 
7zpp+l+-tr-0 
6-+-zp-+-+0 
5zPN+Pzp-zpp0 
4-+-+Pzp-sn0 
3+-tR-+P+P0 
2-zP-+LsNP+0 
1+-+QvLRmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
27...a6? 

Black is the first to flinch.  He ought to have continued 27...Kg8, presenting to the opponent 

the possibility of himself confirming his ambitious intentions, but meanwhile it is not so simple to 

improve White's position. 

 

(Translator’s note: Annotating this game in Chess Informant (vol. 29), Evgeny Sveshnikov - 

another of Polugaevsky's seconds at the time - points out that if, for example, 28.b4 , then Black can 

reply 28...a6 29.Na3 b5! , etc.) 

 



28.Na3 Qxa5 

A continuation of the mistaken plan, involving a doubtful queen sacrifice. 

 

29.Rc8 Qxe1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+R+nvl-mk0 
7+p+l+-tr-0 
6p+-zp-+-+0 
5+-+Pzp-zpp0 
4-+-+Pzp-sn0 
3sN-+-+P+P0 
2-zP-+LsNP+0 
1+-+QwqRmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
30.Rxa8! 

30.Rxe1 is also favourable to White, but the move in the game is stronger. 

 

30...Qb4 

The exchange of queens would only have facilitated the realisation of the advantage by White. 

 

31.Nc4 Qc5 32.Qd2 b5 33.b4 Qc7 34.Na5 Qb6 35.Nc6!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8R+-+nvl-mk0 
7+-+l+-tr-0 
6pwqNzp-+-+0 
5+p+Pzp-zpp0 
4-zP-+Pzp-sn0 
3+-+-+P+P0 
2-+-wQLsNP+0 
1+-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The knight has had a brilliant career and offers itself in sacrifice, in order to give the other pieces 

the possibility of penetrating the opponent's camp.  It should be said that at this point Tal was in 

fearful time trouble. 

 

35...Rg8 



In addition to all of his other woes, Black still has to defend all of his minor pieces on the 8th 

rank. 

 

36.Ra1 Bxc6 37.dxc6 Qxc6 

Black is defenceless.  In the case of 37...Nc7 decisive is 38.Rxf8 Rxf8 39.Qxd6. 

 

38.R1xa6 Qd7 39.R6a7 Qc6 40.Qd5 Qc1+ 41.Bf1 g4 ( the sealed move) 

Black resigned. 

 

 


