
(The annotations to this game, by Alvis Vītoliņš, are from Shakhmaty (Riga) (№ 11, 1980).  The 

translation from the Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky – Tal 

1st match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Quarter-final, Alma-Ata, 24th March 1980 

 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.d4 Be7 5.Bg5 0–0 6.e3 h6 7.Bh4 b6 

Recently, this system has often been employed in tournaments of the highest rank.  One need 

only recall the World Championship match in Baguio, where it was employed by Karpov.  In 

addition, Geller frequently plays this way.  Polugaevsky, however, likes to play this system with 

White, and therefore it is not surprising that he acted very confidently in the opening stage of the 

game.  And already by the 18th move, our grandmaster had difficult problems to solve. 

 

8.Qb3 Bb7 9.Bxf6 Bxf6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.Rd1 Re8 12.Bd3 Nc6 

Jumping ahead, we note that in the 3rd match-game Tal played 12...c5!?, and after 13.dxc5 Nd7 

14.c6 Bxc6 15.0–0 Nc5 16.Qc2 Rc8 17.Nd4 Bxd4 the opponents agreed on a draw. 

 

13.0–0 

(Translator’s note: Interestingly, the game between the same opponents from the 46th USSR 

Championship (Tbilisi, 1978) had instead gone 13.Bb1 Na5 14.Qc2 c5 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.Qh7+ Kf8 

17.0–0 Bxc3 18.bxc3 Qf6 19.e4 dxe4 20.Rd7 g5 21.Nd2 Rad8 22.Rxd8 Rxd8 23.Nxe4 Bxe4 

24.Bxe4 Nc4 , with an eventual draw.  This seems to have been the first time that Tal had 

employed this line (the Tartakower-Makogonov-Bondarevsky system) with Black.) 

 

Na5 14.Qc2 c5 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.Na4 c4 

Deserving attention is 16...Rc8, although then too Black is faced with definite difficulties. 

 

17.Be2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7zpl+-+pzp-0 
6-+-+-vl-zp0 
5sn-+p+-+-0 
4N+p+-+-+0 
3+-+-zPN+-0 
2PzPQ+LzPPzP0 
1+-+R+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17...Qc7 



Not much better is 17...Qe7. 

 

(Translator’s note: In fact, the text move was the first new one in the game.  The game K. 

Grigorian v. Geller (45th USSR Championship, Leningrad 1977) had instead continued 17...Rb8.  

There, after 18.Nd4? Nc6 19.Nxc6 Bxc6 Black already stood better and after the blunder 20.Bxc4? 

he gained a decisive advantage with 20...Qa5 21.Bb3 Bxa4 22.Bxa4 Rec8, etc.  Polugaevsky would 

of course have been familiar with this and had clearly prepared an improvement - possibly 18.Rd2!? 

as suggested by Geller in Chess Informant (vol. 24).) 

 

18.Nc3 Rad8 19.Rd2 Rd7 20.Rfd1 

White systematically develops pressure on the weak-point in the opponent's position - the 

d5–pawn. 

 

20...Red8 21.Nd4! 

A threat appears from the other side - 22.Bg4 will be very unpleasant for Black. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+k+0 
7zplwqr+pzp-0 
6-+-+-vl-zp0 
5sn-+p+-+-0 
4-+psN-+-+0 
3+-sN-zP-+-0 
2PzPQtRLzPPzP0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21...Nc6?! 

At a5 the knight was out of play, and Tal's desire to bring it into the fight was understandable.  

However, this move involves the sacrifice of a pawn.  (Translator’s note: Evgeny Sveshnikov (one of 

Polugaevsky's seconds in Alma Ata), annotating this game in vol. 29 of Chess Informant, suggests 

instead 21...Qb6 here.) 

 

22.Ndb5! Qa5 23.Bxc4 a6? 

The best way out of this difficult situation would have been 23...Nd4!? 24.Nxd4 dxc4, and 

thanks to the activity of his bishops Black retains some drawing chances. 

 

24.Nxd5 Rxd5 

Matters would also have been difficult for Black after 24...axb5 25.Nxf6+ (25.b4 Nxb4) 25...gxf6 

26.Rxd7 (26.Qg6+ Kf8) 26...Rxd7 27.Rxd7 bxc4 28.Qc3. 

 



25.Rxd5 Rxd5 26.Bxd5 Qxb5 27.a4 Qb6 28.Qe4! 

What can one say about this position, if even the ex-World Champion himself considered it to be 

losing?  And indeed, here White's rook and two pawns clearly outweigh the opponent 'light 

artillery' - the bishop and knight.  The circumstance that the game dragged on may only be 

explained only by White's inaccuracies in realising the advantage. 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7+l+-+pzp-0 
6pwqn+-vl-zp0 
5+-+L+-+-0 
4P+-+Q+-+0 
3+-+-zP-+-0 
2-zP-+-zPPzP0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
28...Nd8 29.Bxb7 Nxb7 30.b4 

Also good is 30.Qe8+ Kh7 31.Qxf7 Qxb2 32.Qd5+–. 

 

30...Kf8 31.Rd7 Nd8 32.g3 Qb8 33.Qc4 Ke8 34.Rd5 Qb7 35.b5?! 

Stronger is 35.a5! followed by b4–b5, creating a passed pawn on the a-file. 

 

35...a5! 36.h4 Be7 37.Rd1 Ne6 38.Qc3 Bb4?! 

In mutual time trouble Tal lets slip the possibility 38...Bd8, after which Black could still resist 

tenaciously. 

 

39.Qe5 Be7 40.Rc1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+k+-+0 
7+q+-vlpzp-0 
6-+-+n+-zp0 
5zpP+-wQ-+-0 
4P+-+-+-zP0 
3+-+-zP-zP-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+-tR-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
40...Bf6? 

With the time-control move Black commits a decisive mistake.  All the same it was possible to 

play 40...Bd8, for example: 41.Qd6 Bc7 42.Qa6 Qb8 43.Rc6 Kd7, and the attempt to break up 

Black's position by 'direct fire' does not succeed. 

 

41.Qd6 Bd8 

Here the game was adjourned, and home analysis showed that in the event of 42.Qa6! there are 

no chances of salvation.  When it became clear that Polugaevsky had sealed exactly this move - 

 

42.Qa6! 

- Black resigned. 

 

 


