
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 17, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 

8th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 31st July 1980 

 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 e6 5.0–0 Be7 6.d4 0–0 7.d5 

Polugaevsky decides to repeat the pawn sacrifice that brought him success the last time.  It seems 

to me that this decision was a poor one.  The matter is not so much in the result of the game, 

which is known to the commentator in advance.  It is simply that Black is faced with a pleasant 

choice between 8...Nc6 and 8...Bc6.  In the first case it is easy to find an improvement in 

comparison with the sixth game, having worked out a path to approximate equality, but it is also 

possible to seek a defence after the acceptance of the sacrifice.  Home analysis is not a practical 

game, where it is not permitted to take back moves, while the effect of surprise on the repetition of 

its use is already lost.  The preceding criticism would have been unsustainable in the case of the 

incorrectness of 8...Bc6, but unfortunately, we have no right to give such an assessment. 

 

7...exd5 8.Nd4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wq-trk+0 
7zplzppvlpzpp0 
6-zp-+-sn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+PsN-+-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+PzPLzP0 
1tRNvLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
8...Bc6 9.cxd5 

White seizes significant space, obtains the square f5 for the knight and develops an attack by 

analogy with the variation 8...c6 9.cxd5 Nxd5 10.e4.  However, the exchange of bishops, which is 

very favourable for Black from the positional standpoint, changes matters.  Only being altogether 

certain of the infallibility of concrete variations, can one decide on such a positional concession. 

 

It was possible to carry out a similar idea, but without the exchange of bishops, after 9.Nf5!? dxc4 

(possible is 9...d4 10.Qxd4 Bxg2 11.Kxg2 with somewhat the better game for White) 10.e4!.  Here 

are some possible variations: 

10...Nxe4?? 11.Qg4; 

10...Re8? 11.e5!; 



10...d6 11.Nc3 g6 12.Nxe7+ Qxe7 13.Qd4 Qe5 14.Qxc4. 

 

9...Bxd5 10.Bxd5 Nxd5 11.e4 Nb4 

Here the knight stands much better than at f6, where it only gets in the other pieces' way. 

 

12.Nc3 Bf6 

Planning, at a suitable moment, the exchange of one of the knights - Black does not have the 

right to permit the invasion of both to the squares d5 and f5. 

 

13.Nf5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wq-trk+0 
7zp-zpp+pzpp0 
6-zp-+-vl-+0 
5+-+-+N+-0 
4-sn-+P+-+0 
3+-sN-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13...Re8 

On 13...d6 possible is 14.a3 N4c6 15.Nd5, or 14...Bxc3 15.bxc3 N4c6 16.Bh6! gxh6? 17.Qg4+ 

Qg5 18.Nxh6+.  But now the rook has left f8, and so the analogous variation does not entail the 

loss of the exchange for Black. 

 

(Translator’s note: The text move was in fact new.  Previously seen had been 13...g6 

(Uhlmann-Kurajica, Hastings 1966/67); and 13...Kh8 (Uhlmann-Filip, Moscow 1967).) 

 

14.f4 

'Make or break'.  Now White is obliged to go all the way, since the exchange of the f5–knight 

after ...Nc6–e7 would have immediately led to a lost position for him.  Probably, the Soviet 

grandmaster had overlooked the intermediate check for Black at the 20th move.  The move f2–f4 

has two immediate shortcomings: the exclusion of the c1–bishop from the attack and the opening up 

of White's own king. 

 

Deserving attention is 14.Bd2 , preparing a2–a3 and Nc3–d5. 

 

14...d6 15.Qg4 N8c6 

Threatening 16...Ne7. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7zp-zp-+pzpp0 
6-zpnzp-vl-+0 
5+-+-+N+-0 
4-sn-+PzPQ+0 
3+-sN-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-+-zP0 
1tR-vL-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
16.e5 dxe5 17.Ne4 

An attack is not obtained in the case of 17.Rd1 Qc8 (17...Nd4? 18.fxe5) 18.Ne4 Qe6 19.Nh6+ 

Kh8 20.f5 Qe7. 

 

17...exf4! 

But not 17...Nd4? 18.Nxf6+ Qxf6 19.fxe5 and 20.Nh6+. 

 

18.Nh6+ 

On 18.Rxf4 there follows 18...Kh8!, avoiding possible attacks. 

 

18...Kf8 19.Nxf6 

If 19.Rxf4, then 19...Qd4+ 20.Kg2 (20.Nf2 Re1+) 20...Nd3! . 

 

19...Qxf6 20.Rxf4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+rmk-+0 
7zp-zp-+pzpp0 
6-zpn+-wq-sN0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-sn-+-tRQ+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-+-zP0 
1tR-vL-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 

 



20...Re1+! 

This intermediate check changes matters completely.  Impossible is 20...Ne5 in view of 21.Rxf6 

Nxg4 22.Rxf7#, while 20...Qxh6 21.Rxf7+ Kxf7 22.Bxh6 gxh6 23.Qc4+ and 24.a3 led to a winning 

position for White. 

 

21.Kg2 

On 21.Kf2 there is 21...Nd3+. 

 

21...Ne5 

21...Qxh6 22.Rxf7+ Kxf7 23.Bxh6 Rxa1 24.Qxg7+ Ke6 25.Qg4+ would have turned out, as a 

minimum, to be without danger for White. 

 

22.Rxf6 Nxg4 23.Rxf7+ Ke8 24.Rxg7 Nxh6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-+0 
7zp-zp-+-tRp0 
6-zp-+-+-sn0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-sn-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzP-+-+KzP0 
1tR-vL-tr-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The opening of the game has ended, and play has passed immediately to an ending.  White has 

only minimal drawing chances.  Thus, 25.Bxh6 Rxa1 26.Rg8+ Kf7! 27.Rxa8 Rxa2 leads to a 

hopeless position, while 25.Rxh7 Nf7 will also not do. 

 

Polugaevsky resourcesfully finds chances. 

 

25.a3! Rd8! 

The pawn has moved from a2, and now in the case of the withdrawal of the knight, 26.Bxh6 is 

already possible. 

 

26.axb4 Rd7 27.Rxd7 Kxd7 28.Kf2 

Otherwise White loses within a few moves, since the knight is in time to reach d4, and from there 

b3 (or c2). 

 

28...Rh1 29.Ke2! Nf5 30.Kd3 

The king has managed to keep the knight from d4. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7zp-zpk+-+p0 
6-zp-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+n+-0 
4-zP-+-+-+0 
3+-+K+-zP-0 
2-zP-+-+-zP0 
1tR-vL-+-+r0 
xabcdefghy 

 
30...Kc6? 

A serious mistake.  30...h5! fixed the king-side pawns.  Now, unexpectedly, White manages to 

obtain reasonable saving chances. 

 

31.b3 Kd5 

Now 31...h5 32.Ke4 is ineffective, while transposition to a bishop-and-knight ending after 

31...Kb5 32.Bb2 Rxa1 33.Bxa1 Kxb4 is still more unclear; the g- and h-pawns are rapidly set in 

motion. 

 

32.g4! 

An important finesse. 

 

32...Ne7 33.Bb2 Rxh2 34.Bc3 Nc6 35.Rf1 

A draw is close to being obtained by 35.b5 Rh3+ 36.Kc2 Nd4+ 37.Bxd4 Kxd4 38.Rd1+ and 

39.Rd7 (or immediately 38.Rxa7).  However, for the time being, nothing has been let slip.  

 

35...Rh3+ 36.Kc2 a6 37.Rf5+ Kd6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-zp-+-+p0 
6pzpnmk-+-+0 
5+-+-+R+-0 
4-zP-+-+P+0 
3+PvL-+-+r0 
2-+K+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
 

 

38.Rf6+? 

Essential was 38.b5, and due to the limited material, to realise the advantage would be almost 

impossible.  Already, there will no longer be such a possibility for White. 

 

The game enters a period of manoeuvreing.  Black, afraid of presenting the opponent with 

additional chances, does not hurry with the implementation of a concrete plan, while for White, 

alas, there is only one strategy - to wait. 

 

38...Kd7 39.Rf7+ Kc8 40.Rf8+ Kb7 41.Rf5 Rh2+ 42.Kd3 Rh3+ 43.Kc2 Ne7 

The sealed move. 

 

44.Re5 Ng6 

Black's immediate task is to bring the king into play. 

 

45.Re4 Rf3 46.g5 Rf5 47.Bd2 Kc6 48.Re1 Rf7 49.Ra1 Kb5 50.Re1 Ne7 51.Re4 Kc6   

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-zp-snr+p0 
6pzpk+-+-+0 
5+-+-+-zP-0 
4-zP-+R+-+0 
3+P+-+-+-0 
2-+KvL-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The b4–pawn is still more tempting than the pawn at g5, but Black cannot win it.  The 

arrangemen of king at b5, pawn at c6 and knight at d5 is unfavourable for him, since White simply 

posts the rook on the 5th rank.  The weakness of the a6–pawn hinders the march of the king to the 

king's flank.  On the other hand, in the majority of cases, Black would agree to the exchange of this 

pawn for the pawn at g5. 

 

52.Rc4+ Kd7 53.Rd4+ Ke6 54.Re4+ Kd5 55.Rg4 Ng6 56.Rg1 Ne5 57.Rg2 Ke4 58.Bc3 Ng6 

59.Bd2 Nf8 60.Re2+ Kd5 61.Bc3 Rf5 62.Rd2+ Ke6 63.Bg7 Ng6 64.Rh2 Rf7 65.Bc3 Nf4 

66.Bd2 Nd5 67.Re2+ Kf5 68.Rf2+ Kg6 69.Re2 Re7 70.Rf2 Ne3+ 71.Kd3 

Losing is 71.Bxe3 Rxe3 72.Rf6+ Kxg5 73.Rf7 h5 74.Rxc7 Re6, and the h-pawn is not to be 

stopped. 



 

71...Nf5 72.Bf4 Rd7+ 73.Kc3 Nd6 74.Re2 Nb5+ 75.Kb2 Rf7 76.Re4 Kf5 77.Re1 Nd4 

78.Bc1 Nf3 

That is all.  The g-pawn falls within a few moves, and White loses. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-zp-+r+p0 
6pzp-+-+-+0 
5+-+-+kzP-0 
4-zP-+-+-+0 
3+P+-+n+-0 
2-mK-+-+-+0 
1+-vL-tR-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
79.Rd1 Rg7 80.Kc3 Nxg5 81.Rd5+ Kg4 82.Rd4+ Kh5 83.Rd5 h6 84.Kc4 Rg6 85.Be3 b5+ 

86.Kc5 Kg4 87.Rd7 Ne4+ 88.Kd4 Rd6+ 89.Rxd6 Nxd6 90.Kd5 h5 91.Bf2 h4 92.Bxh4 Kxh4 

93.Kc6 Kg4 94.Kxc7 Ne4 95.Kb6 Kf4 

After 96.Kxa6 Nc3 the black king goes to c2 and consumes the pawns.  White resigned. 

 

 


