
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 16, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 

6th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 31st July 1980 

 
In the first two 'White' games Polugaevsky did not manage to achieve any opening advantage; 

moreover, the 4th even concluded in his defeat.  It is therefore not surprising that prior to the next 

encounter he took a 'time-out'.  The match in Buenos Aires was distinguished by the constistency 

of the opponents' opening tastes.  In all of the even games there was played the main line of the 

Queen's Indian Defence, in all the odd ones (with the exception of the 3rd) one of the branches of 

the English Opening.  Up to this point, this 'theoretical duel' had invariably been won by Black. 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 e6 5.0–0 Be7 6.d4 0–0  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wq-trk+0 
7zplzppvlpzpp0 
6-zp-+psn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+PzP-+-+0 
3+-+-+NzP-0 
2PzP-+PzPLzP0 
1tRNvLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
7.d5!? 

In recent years the pawn sacrifice has begun to reappear in tournament practice. 

 

7...exd5 8.Nd4 

Black is at a crossroads.  The pawn sacrifice can be accepted or declined.  Without giving a 

definitive judgement on this score, modern theory considers the variations 8...c6 9.cxd5 Nxd5 10.e4! 

Nc7 11.Nc3 and 8...Bc6 9.Nc3 dxc4 10.Nxc6 (also possible is 10.e4) 10...Nxc6 11.Qa4 to be 

without danger for Black.  On the other hand, the continuation chosen in the game gives him a 

seemingly safe position with material equality. 

 

8...Nc6 9.cxd5 Nxd4 10.Qxd4 c5 11.Qd3 d6 12.a4 

(Translator’s note: Instead, in the game Uhlmann-Taimanov (Match 'Rest of the World v. USSR', 

Belgrade 1970), White permitted Black to expand on the queen-side after 12.Nc3 a6 13.Bf4 b5 

14.a4 b4 15.Nd1 a5 16.b3 Ba6 , etc.  The text move represents a theoretical novelty.) 

 



12...a6 13.Na3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7+l+-vlpzpp0 
6pzp-zp-sn-+0 
5+-zpP+-+-0 
4P+-+-+-+0 
3sN-+Q+-zP-0 
2-zP-+PzPLzP0 
1tR-vL-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13...b5?! 

Black does not stand badly, but all the same is experiencing definite inconvenience: the weakness 

of the d6–pawn limits his possibilities.  For example, 13...Nd7 14.Bf4 Qc7 (14...Ne5?? 15.Bxe5 

dxe5 16.d6) 15.Rac1 Bf6? 16.Nc4.  Correct, evidently, is 15...Rfe8 (instead of 15...Bf6) followed 

by 16...Bf8 or 16...Bf6, retaining good piece co-ordination. 

 

In playing his last move, Black obviously did not reckon that the opponent would take twice at 

b5 but, perhaps, had in view the variation 14.Bf4 c4 15.Qd4 Qd7.  However, 15.Qd1! Qd7 16.b3 

cxb3 (or 16...c3 17.b4!) 17.axb5 axb5 18.Qxb3 gives White a clear advantage.  Nonetheless, the 

advance 14...b4 represents a significant positional concession. 

 

14.Bf4 b4 15.Nc4 a5 16.e4 Ba6 17.Qc2! 

Intending on 17...Nd7 a promising exchange sacrifice: 18.Bxd6 etc. 

 

17...Bxc4 18.Qxc4 Nd7 19.Rfd1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7+-+nvlpzpp0 
6-+-zp-+-+0 
5zp-zpP+-+-0 
4PzpQ+PvL-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2-zP-+-zPLzP0 
1tR-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



19...Nb6?! 

A serious mistake, provoked, probably, by an under-estimation of the manoeuvre Qc4–b5–c6 in 

combination with the move 21.Bh3, depriving his rooks of the c8–square. 

 

Necessary was 19...Ne5.  In the case of 20.Bxe5 dxe5 White's positional advantage would not 

have been so great. 

 

20.Qb5 Qc7 

(Translator’s note: This game is annotated by Evgeny Sveshnikov (who, along with Orest Averkin, 

was one of Polugaevsky's seconds in Buenos Aires) in Chess Informant (vol. 30/627).  He suggests 

that Black should prefer 20...Rb8, and if 21.Qc6 (21.Qxa5?! Bf6 with compensation for the 

material), then 21...Rc8 22.Qb5 Rb8, etc.) 

 

21.Bh3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+-wq-vlpzpp0 
6-sn-zp-+-+0 
5zpQzpP+-+-0 
4Pzp-+PvL-+0 
3+-+-+-zPL0 
2-zP-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21...Rfb8? 

With 21...Rfd8 (or 21...Ra7) 22.Qc6 Ra7 it was possible to resist.  It would have been very 

difficult for White to breach the opponent's defensive order.  The difference makes itself known 

after 23.e5. 

 

If there had stood at that moment a black rook at d8, White would have had to renounce the 

breakthrough in the centre and "look for a way to the gates", attacking across a broader front.  No 

good, for example, is 23.Rac1? on account of 23...Qxc6 24.dxc6 Rc7 (but not 24...Nxa4 25.e5!). 

 

Because of this, better is 22.Rac1! Ra7 23.Rd2 with the threat of 24.Qc6 and 25.Rxc5. 

 

22.Qc6 Qd8 

(Translator’s note: Here Sveshnikov suggests 22...Ra7 23.e5 Rd8, with the continuation 24.exd6 

Bxd6 25.Bxd6 Qxd6 26.Rac1, and White stands slightly better.) 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8rtr-wq-+k+0 
7+-+-vlpzpp0 
6-snQzp-+-+0 
5zp-zpP+-+-0 
4Pzp-+PvL-+0 
3+-+-+-zPL0 
2-zP-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
23.e5 

A decisive breakthrough.  In order not to lose by force, Black gives up a pawn, but retains a 

blockade of the passed d-pawn. 

 

23...Nc4 24.exd6 Bxd6 25.Bxd6 Nxd6 

In the case of 25...Qxd6 26.Rac1 Qxc6 27.dxc6 Nxb2 28.Rd2 Nxa4 29.c7 Black loses a rook.   

 

(Translator’s note: This is hardly true; after 29...Rf8 it is not clear how White should continue.  

Instead, 26.Rdc1! Ra6 (after 26...Qxc6 27.dxc6 White wins immediately) 27.Qxd6 Nxd6 28.Rxc5 

leaves White a pawn ahead in the endgame.) 

 

26.Qxc5 b3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rtr-wq-+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6-+-sn-+-+0 
5zp-wQP+-+-0 
4P+-+-+-+0 
3+p+-+-zPL0 
2-zP-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
White's position is technically winning.  The most natural plan is to establish a rook at c6 and, 

creating a threat against the knight at d6, to achieve the release of the blockade or to win the a-pawn.  

Black can to nothing in answer to this and he tries to exploit his only practical chance - to 

immediately display activity in search of complications. 



 

27.Rd4 Rb7 28.Rc1 h6 29.Qc3 Rab8 30.Qe3 Re7 31.Qf4 Re2 32.Rc6 Rb6 33.Qc1 Qf6 

34.Qf4 

In the forthcoming exchange of blows White acts with absolute accuracy and conducts his 

advantage to victory. 

 

34...Qd8 35.Rd2 g5 36.Qd4 Rb4 37.Qc3 Re1+ 

On 37...Ne4 there follows 38.Rc8!. 

 

38.Bf1 Rxa4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wq-+k+0 
7+-+-+p+-0 
6-+Rsn-+-zp0 
5zp-+P+-zp-0 
4r+-+-+-+0 
3+pwQ-+-zP-0 
2-zP-tR-zP-zP0 
1+-+-trLmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
39.Re2! Rxe2 

Forced.  In the case of 39...Rd1 40.Rxd6 Qxd6 41.Re8+ Kh7 42.Rh8+ Kg6 43.Rg8+ White 

mates. 

 

40.Bxe2 Qe7 41.Bd3 Ra1+ 42.Kg2 Rd1 43.Ra6 Qd8 44.Qd4! 

Creating the threat of 45.Bh7+. 

 

44...f5 

On the withdrawal of the rook White simply chases the knight from d6. 

 

45.Ra7 Qf8 46.Qc3 a4 47.Qc7 Qf7 48.Ra8+ Kg7 49.Qxd6 Rxd3 50.Qe5+ 

Black resigned, in view of 50...Kg6 51.Ra6+ Kh7 (or 51...Kh5 52.Qe2+) 52.Re6. 


