
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 16, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 

4th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 25th July 1980 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 e6 5.0–0 Be7 6.d4 0–0 7.Nc3 Ne4 8.Qc2 Nxc3 9.Qxc3 f5 

10.b3 Bf6 11.Bb2 d6 12.Rad1 a5 13.Ne1 Bxg2 14.Nxg2 Nc6 15.Qd2 

In the 2nd game Polugaevsky had played 15.Qf3, but did not achieve anything.  Now he plays a 

different move, although this continuation too is not dangerous for Black. 

 

15...Qd7 16.d5 Nd8 17.Bxf6 Rxf6 18.dxe6 Nxe6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7+-zpq+-zpp0 
6-zp-zpntr-+0 
5zp-+-+p+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+P+-+-zP-0 
2P+-wQPzPNzP0 
1+-+R+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The opponents have only just come out of the opening, but the position has already taken on a 

pronounced drawish form: the pawn structure is centrally symmetrical with an absence of real 

weaknesses.  It always hurts to 'give up' the white colour so simply, the more so in a match, when 

one cannot speak of relatively strong or weak opponents.  What to do further - to draw or to try to 

win - such a question had clearly arisen before Polugaevsky.  I think that the absence of an 

unambiguous answer is the primary cause of White's later difficulties and resultant loss.  It is very 

difficult to play for a win without believing in one's position, while the rejection of natural 

simplification can result in a loss of orientation. 

 

19.Ne3 

19.Nf4 repeated almost 'verbatim' the 2nd game - a quick draw became inevitable. 

 

19...Re8 20.Nd5 Rg6 21.e3 Qd8 

Black makes it seen that he intends to play 22...Qh4 or 22...h5 with the idea of 23...h4, but of 

course he is not in a position to create real threats. 

 

22.f3 Nc5 



Black prevents White's natural plan involving a2–a3 and b3–b4 with pressure on the e-file.  The 

following move is directed against the rapid transfer of the g6–rook, then the queen from c2 defends 

the b3–pawn, preparing a2–a3, and then finally at the 26th move White, having completed 

prophylactic measures, again does not permit the f7–rook to e7.  But the opponent unexpectedly 

weakens himself (26...c6) and seizes a 'micro-initiative'. 

 

23.Nf4 Rf6 24.Rfe1 Rf7 25.Qc2 Nd7 26.Nd5 c6! 27.Nc3 Qf6!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+k+0 
7+-+n+rzpp0 
6-zppzp-wq-+0 
5zp-+-+p+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+PsN-zPPzP-0 
2P+Q+-+-zP0 
1+-+RtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Now the possibility of ...Nd7–e5 and ...g7–g5–g4, in one order or another, must be reckoned 

with.  Strictly speaking, the better-placed knight also secures Black an insignificant advantage. 

 

28.Qd2 Rfe7 29.Kg2 Nc5 30.Na4 

Polugaevsky decides to simplify the position. 

 

30...Nxa4 31.bxa4 Qf7 32.Qd4 Re5 33.Qxb6 

Fearing 33...Rc5, Polugaevsky takes play into an endgame which, by all the rules, ought to bring 

him a draw. 

 

33...Qxc4 34.Qb3 Qxb3 35.axb3 R5e6! 

In the case of 35...Rxe3 36.Rxe3 Rxe3 37.Rxd6 Rxb3 38.Rxc6 Rb4 39.Rc5 the draw is obtained 

immediately. 

 

36.Kf2 Kf7 37.Rd3 

Slight activity on the king's flank with h2–h3 and g3–g4, now or on the previous move, 

permitted White to maintain the balance. 

 

Instead of this he transfers the rook to f4 and does the same thing 'in a more favourable 

redaction'.  Unfortunately, this gives the opponent the possibility of forcing an exchange of rooks at 

b4, obtaining real winning chances. 

 



37...Ke7 38.Rc1 c5 39.Rc4 Rh6 40.h4 

(Translator’s note: Evgeny Sveshnikov, who along with Orest Averkin was one of Polugaevsky's 

seconds in the match in Buenos Aires, annotated this game in Chess Informant (vol. 30/639).  He 

indicates the possibility 40.g4! here, assessing the endgame as level.  Polugaevsky was evidently 

short of time.) 

 

40...Rb8 41.Rf4 Rf6 42.g4 g6 43.h5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-+-+-+0 
7+-+-mk-+p0 
6-+-zp-trp+0 
5zp-zp-+p+P0 
4P+-+-tRP+0 
3+P+RzPP+-0 
2-+-+-mK-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Here the game was adjourned and resumed on the evening of the same day.  The regulations, 

unusual for a Candidates' match, could not but tell on the quality of the analysis, reducing it to 

fleeting estimations. 

 

43...Rb4! 44.hxg6 hxg6 45.Kg3 

The way the game goes, White is a single tempo short of the draw. 

 

It may therefore be indicated that 45.Rxb4 axb4 46.gxf5 gxf5 47.Rd1 was stronger.  However, 

in this case the black king proceeds to c6 and from there supports the advance of its pawns, 

simultaneously rendering the passed a-pawn harmless.  White, admittedly, is in time to carry out 

e3–e4: 47...Kd7 48.Ke2 Kc6 49.e4 fxe4 50.fxe4 , but this in no way guarantee equality, since the 

opponent retains the break ...c5–c4 and ...c5 in combination with an attack on the flank.  After 

the move in the game this plan is rendered impossible, since, arriving at f4, the white king would 

take up too active a position. 

 

45...Ke6 46.gxf5+ gxf5 47.Rxb4 axb4 48.Rd1 d5 49.a5 Rf8 50.a6 Ra8 51.Ra1 

(Translator’s note: Here Sveshnikov indicates instead 51.e4! fxe4 52.fxe4 dxe4 53.Kf4 Rxa6 

54.Kxe4 Ra2 and now White holds the position with 55.Rh1! Rd2 56.Rh6+ Kd7 57.Rg6 Rd6 

58.Rg8! Rd4+ 59.Ke3, etc.) 

 

51...Kd6 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6P+-mk-+-+0 
5+-zpp+p+-0 
4-zp-+-+-+0 
3+P+-zPPmK-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1tR-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
52.e4 

Another possibility is 52.Kf4 c4 53.Kxf5.  In this case nothing is given by 53...Kc5 in view of 

54.Ra5+! Kc6 55.e4; also unclear is 53...cxb3 54.e4 Rf8+ 55.Kg4 d4, but 53...Rf8+! 54.Kg4 Kc5 

55.a7 Ra8 seemingly permits Black to win a decisive tempo. 

 

(Translator’s note: As Sveshnikov points out, if instead 52.Ra4 Kc6 53.e4, then Black wins with 

53...fxe4 54.fxe4 Kb5 55.exd5 c4, etc.) 

 

52...fxe4 53.fxe4 c4 54.Kf4 

Now 54.exd5 loses very simply: 54...cxb3 55.Kf3 Kxd5 56.Ke3 b2 57.Rb1 Kc4 etc. 

 

54...cxb3 55.Ke3 Kc5 

Threatening 56...Rxa6! 57.Rxa6 b2, and therefore after 56.exd5 Rxa6 57.Rc1+ Kb5 Black can at 

least obtain the position in the game. 

 

56.Rc1+ Kb5 57.exd5 Rxa6 58.Kd3 Rh6 59.Rb1 Rh3+ 60.Kd4 Rc3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+k+P+-+-0 
4-zp-mK-+-+0 
3+ptr-+-+-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+R+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



 Zugzwang.  White is forced either to give up the d-pawn, or permit the king to a4, or the pawn 

to b2.The remainder is simple. 

 

61.Rd1 

(Translator’s note: Sveshnikov indicates a tougher defence: 61.d6 Kc6 62.Ke5 Rd3 63.Rc1+, but 

after 63...Kb6! (63...Kb5? 64.Ke6) 64.Rb1 (64.Ke6 b2 65.Rb1 Rd2 66.d7 Kc7 reveals the point of 

Black's choice at move 63) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-mk-zP-+-+0 
5+-+-mK-+-0 
4-zp-+-+-+0 
3+p+r+-+-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+R+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

(analysis diagram) 
 

64...Rd2! 65.Rxb3 Kc5 66.Rb1 Rd5+! Black nevertheless wins.) 

 

61...b2 62.Rb1 Rc2 63.d6 Kc6 64.Ke5 b3 

White resigned. 

 

 


