
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 18, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 

14th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 20th August 1980 

 
Before examining the final game of the Argentinian match, the reader will find it interesting to 

familiarise themself with the 5th game of the other Candidates' Semi-final: Hübner-Portisch.  It 

was played a few days earlier and is published in the same edition of this newspaper with 

commentary by grandmaster Flohr.  The point is that the first 14 moves in both encounters were 

exactly the same.  This in itself should not provoke surprise; after all, the theory of popular 

openings has often been elaborated much further.  Such a repetition would also have been perfectly 

natural in a fashionable system that is only now being worked out, if as a result a level or very slightly 

better position for White was obtained.  However, in our case by the 15th move Black had 

achieved an almost winning (!) position.  This is evidence of the fact that Polugaevsky was not 

familiar with the Hübner-Portisch game, which cannot be said of his opponent.  And so a tense 

match concluded with a vexing opening catastrophe. 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 c5 

In all of the previous games Black played 2...b6 in this position.  I suspect that his present choice 

of opening was influenced by the above-mentioned 5th game of the other Candidates' match. 

 

3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 

A recently-popular response to the early ...d7–d5.  On this theme many games have been played 

and a number of theoretical articles have been written.  However, it is still too early to speak even 

of preliminary conclusions. 

 

5...Nb4 6.Bc4 Nd3+ 

In the famous game Polugaevsky-Tal from the Riga Interzonal there was played 6...Be6 7.Bxe6 

Nd3+ 8.Kf1 fxe6.  Making us of a novelty of A. Kapengut, the ex-World Champion achieved 

victory, but then better ways for White were found.  The old move 6...Nd3+ represents the 

beginning of a new elaboration of L. Portisch.  Its essence is purely positional in character. 

 

7.Ke2 Nf4+ 8.Kf1 Ne6 

This logical knight retreat was considered to be weak on account of the following pawn sacrifice.  

White seizes space and puts his bishop on an excellent diagonal - in a word, his entire position 

begins to look very healthy.  Grandmaster Portisch managed to overcome this optical illusion and 

assessed differently the resultant position, which, judging from everything, no-one had seriously 

analysed before. 

 

9.b4 cxb4 10.Nd5 g6! 11.Bb2 

Otherwise Black plays 11...Bg7 and 12...Nc6 and seizes the d4–square. 



 

11...Bg7 12.Bxg7 

The tension in the centre arising after 12.d4 is unfavourable for White. 

 

12...Nxg7 13.Nxb4 0–0 

On the immediate 13...Bg4, possible is 14.Bxf7+ Kxf7 15.Ne5+. 

 

14.d4 Bg4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wq-trk+0 
7zpp+-zppsnp0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-sNLzPP+l+0 
3+-+-+N+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+Q+K+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Up to this point the games from the two matches had followed one another.  Polugaevsky 

thought for 30 minutes  Indeed, to play for White is very far from simple; after all, he essentially 

has in a Grünfeld Defence an uncastled king, and has already permitted the pinning of the knight at 

f3!  Probably, it was worth playing 15.d5 and to begin the withdrawal of his forces (the bishop to 

e2, the knight along the route b4–c2–e3 or b4–d3–e5), avoiding losses whenever possible. 

 

(Translator’s note: Hübner continued instead 15.Qd2 Bxf3 16.gxf3 Nc6 17.Nxc6 bxc6 18.f4, etc., 

and eventually managed to draw.) 

 

15.Ke2?! Qd6 16.Qd2 Ne6 17.Bxe6 Qxe6 18.Ke3 

This manoeuvre has its logic: there is the threat of 19.Ne5, while on 18...Nd7 possible is 19.Ng5 

Qf6 20.h4 with the threats of 21.f3 and 21.Nd5.  No matter what, White is fighting for the 

initiative! 

 

18...f5 19.Qd3 

After 19.Ne5 Black obtains a decisive attack with 19...Nd7 20.f3 Nxe5 21.dxe5 fxe4 22.fxg4 Rad8 

and 23...b6+.  White's position is also unenviable in the case of 19.e5 f4+ 20.Ke2 Nc6. 

 

19...fxe4 20.Qxe4 Qxe4+ 21.Kxe4 Nd7 

The game has passed into a difficult ending for White.  Besides, Polugaevsky had all of 10 

minutes remaining for 19 moves. 



 

22.Rhc1 Rf5!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7zpp+nzp-+p0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+-+r+-0 
4-sN-zPK+l+0 
3+-+-+N+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-tR-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
A very unpleasant move.  Black prepares the transfer ...Nd7–f6–d5, and also the doubling of 

rooks on the f-file.  Probably, the lesser evil would have been 23.Nd3, retaining some practical 

chances.  Instead of this the rook falls under a 'fork', and everything is concluded within a few 

moves. 

 

23.Rc7? Nf6+ 24.Kd3 

Or 24.Ke3 a5 25.Nd3 Nd5+. 

 

24...a5 25.Nc2 Nd5 26.Rxb7 Nf4+ 27.Ke4 Nxg2 28.Ne5 Rf4+ 29.Kd5 Bf5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7+R+-zp-+p0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5zp-+KsNl+-0 
4-+-zP-tr-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2P+N+-zPnzP0 
1tR-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
There is no defence against the threats of 30...Be4+ and 30...Bxc2, since 30.Rb2 Rxf2 31.Rc1 

Rc8 leads to mate (32...Nf4#).  White loses a piece. 

 

30.Rc7 Rd8+ 31.Kc5 Bxc2 32.Nc6 Re8 33.Nxe7+ Kf8 34.Nc6 Rf5+ 35.Ne5 Nf4 36.Rxh7 

Kg8 37.Rd7 Nd3+ 38.Kb6 Nxe5 39.dxe5 Rexe5 40.Rc1 Rf6+ 41.Ka7 Rxf2 White resigned. 


