
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 17, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Polugaevsky - Korchnoi 

10th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 8th August 1980 

 
1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 e5 

Until now Polugaevsky had begun the games of the match with the king's knight and only then 

played c2–c4.  The idea of this move-order is to prevent the systems with ...e7–e5.  In this game 

the Soviet grandmaster changes opening, inviting Black to play ...e7–e5.  At first he prefers to stay 

in line with the Queen's Indian Defence.  And only after 2.Nc3 is the invitation accepted. 

 

3.Nf3 Nc6 4.g3 Bb4 5.Nd5 

In recent times all of White's hopes of demonstrating an opening advantage have been associated 

with this move.  5.Bg2 0–0 6.0–0 e4 7.Ne1 Bxc3 8.dxc3 h6 does not present Black with difficult 

problems. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqk+-tr0 
7zppzpp+pzpp0 
6-+n+-sn-+0 
5+-+Nzp-+-0 
4-vlP+-+-+0 
3+-+-+NzP-0 
2PzP-zPPzP-zP0 
1tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
5...Bc5!? 

The traditional continuations 5...Nxd5 6.cxd5 Nd4 7.Nxd4 exd4 8.Qc2 and 5...e4 6.Nh4 0–0 

7.Bg2 Bc5 8.0–0 Re8 9.d3 retain a slight positional advantage for White.  The move in the game 

pursues the goal of avoiding a worsening of the pawn structure. 

 

6.Bg2 d6 7.0–0 

Had 6...d6 been played a move later in the variation 6...0–0 7.0–0 d6, then after 8.d3 xd5 

9.cxd5 Nd4 White could avoid the exchange of the second pair of knights and gain an advantage 

with 10.Nd2.  Now the analogous attempt 7.d3 Nxd5 8.cxd5 Nd4 9.Nd2 will not do, and nor 

will, as the game goes, 9.Ne1, on account of 9...Bg4. 

 

7...Nxd5 8.cxd5 Nd4 9.Nxd4 Bxd4 

9...exd4 would have permitted White to later obtain the pawn structure without the pawns at d2 



and d4 (after e2–e3, ...d4xe3, d2xe3), securing him the better chances.  However, the move in the 

game also fails to solve all of the problems. 

 

10.e3 Bb6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqk+-tr0 
7zppzp-+pzpp0 
6-vl-zp-+-+0 
5+-+Pzp-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-zP-zP-0 
2PzP-zP-zPLzP0 
1tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
11.f4 0–0 12.b3 f6 

White possesses a clear plan for the development of his forces, which also determines his minimal 

advantage.  Any initiative by the opponent is inevitably associated with the undermining ...c7–c6, 

which weakens the position.  Nonetheless, to extract real benefit from this circumstance is very 

difficult, since in Black's position there is as yet not a single weakness. 

 

13.a4 a5 14.Bb2 Bd7 15.Kh1 Qe7 

Before playing ...c7–c6, Black makes a few prophylactic moves, in order to immediately obtain 

the possibility of taking at d5. 

 

16.Qc2 Kh8 17.Rae1 c6?!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-tr-mk0 
7+p+lwq-zpp0 
6-vlpzp-zp-+0 
5zp-+Pzp-+-0 
4P+-+-zP-+0 
3+P+-zP-zP-0 
2-vLQzP-+LzP0 
1+-+-tRR+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
18.d4! 



Unfavourable is 18.dxc6 in view of 18...Bxc6 19.Bxc6 Rac8!.  Instead now White is first to 

begin active operations, but he is still missing a little something in order to obtain a serious 

advantage.  All the same, 17...Rfe8 looked more logical, intending to reply on d2–d4, ...e5–e4. 

 

18...exd4 19.exd4 Qf7 20.dxc6 Bxc6 

Without the exchange of light-squared bishops White's advantage would be unquestionable. 

 

21.Bxc6 bxc6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-tr-mk0 
7+-+-+qzpp0 
6-vlpzp-zp-+0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4P+-zP-zP-+0 
3+P+-+-zP-0 
2-vLQ+-+-zP0 
1+-+-tRR+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
22.Qc4! 

An excellent plan!  It is difficult for Black to avoid transposition to an endgame, for which he 

would have to cede the diagonal a2–g8 and significantly worsen the position of the queen. 

 

22...Qxc4 23.bxc4 Rfe8 24.Bc3 

Nothing is promised by 24.Ba3 d5. 

 

24...Kg8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+-zpp0 
6-vlpzp-zp-+0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4P+PzP-zP-+0 
3+-vL-+-zP-0 
2-+-+-+-zP0 
1+-+-tRR+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 



 

 

25.Rxe8+?! 

Play was proceeding in mutual time trouble, and Polugaevsky goes in for a tempting forced 

variation.  The quiet 25.Kg2 Kf7 26.Rxe8 forced Black to go over to a difficult defence.  For 

example, 26...Kxe8 27.Rb1 Bc7 28.f5 Kd7 29.d5 cxd5 30.cxd5 Re8 31.Kf3, or 26...Rxe8 27.Kf3 

and 28.Rb1 with analogous ideas. 

 

25...Rxe8 26.Rb1 Ba7! 27.Rb7 Re3! 

Now 28.Bxa5 Bxd4 or 28.Rxa7 Rxc3 lead to a clear draw. 

 

28.c5 

(Translator’s note: Evgeny Sveshnikov, who along with Orest Averkin was one of Polugaevsky's 

seconds in Buenos Aires, annotates this game in Chess Informant (vol. 30/48).  He considers that 

White can retain a slight advantage with 28.Bxa5 Bxd4 29.Bc7 Rc3 30.Bxd6 Rxc4 31.Rb8+ Kf7 

32.f5.) 

 

28...Bxc5 

Losing is 28...dxc5 29.Bxa5, but 28...Rxc3 29.cxd6 Rd3! (29...Rc4? 30.d5) led to the same result. 

 

29.dxc5 Rxc3 30.cxd6 Rd3 31.Ra7 Rxd6 32.Rxa5 

Agreed drawn. 

 

 


