
(This game is annotated by G. M. Lisitsyn in the tournament book, Vtoroi Mezhdunarodnyi 

Shakhmatnyi Turnir, Moskva 1935 (Fizkultura i Turizm, 1936).  The translation from the original 

Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Lisitsyn – Capablanca 

5th round, 2nd Moscow International, 21st February 1935 

 
1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 Nf6 4.Nc3 Bg4 

Not the strongest.  Better here is 4...e6 (see game № 30, Lisitsyn-Rabinovich). 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqkvl-tr0 
7zpp+-zppzpp0 
6-+p+-sn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+P+-+l+0 
3+-sN-zPN+-0 
2PzP-zP-zPPzP0 
1tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
5.cxd5! 

Altogether correct!  For White, in order to exploit the weakening of the square b7 (a 

consequence of the move 4...Bg4), it is essential to exchange pawns before the reinforcement of the 

square d5 with the move ...e7–e6. 

 

5...Nxd5 

Now bad is 5...cxd5 6.Qb3 Bc8 (the only move, otherwise Black loses the d5–pawn or the 

b7–pawn) 7.Bb5+ Nc6 8.Ne5 Qc7 9.d4 e6 10.Bd2 (or 10.Qa4) with a significant advantage in 

development.After the move in the text White obtains the better game as a consequence of the pawn 

majority in the centre.)  

 

6.Be2 e6 7.d4 Nd7 

Now there is obtained a variation of the Slav Defence that is unfavourable for Black (...Nf6xd5 in 

place of ...c6xd5). 

 

8.0–0 Qc7 

Black is aiming to confuse the play and to this end prepares an attack on the h2–pawn.  

However, this plan is mistaken, as White very convincingly demonstrates.  Better was 8...Be7 and 

then 9...0–0. 

 



9.Bd2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+kvl-tr0 
7zppwqn+pzpp0 
6-+p+p+-+0 
5+-+n+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+l+0 
3+-sN-zPN+-0 
2PzP-vLLzPPzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
9...Bd6? 

An anti-positional move, since the obvious threat of 10...Bxf3 followed by 11...Bxh2+ is easily 

repulsed.  Here Black ought to continue 9...Be7 and 10...0–0. 

 

10.Ne4! 

Defending against Black's threat and in turn threatening (in the case of 10...Be7) the transfer of 

the e4–knight to the square c5, after a1–c1. 

 

10...N7f6 11.Nxd6+ Qxd6 12.Ne5 Bxe2 

The only move.  Bad is 12...Bf5 in view of 13.f3!. 

 

13.Qxe2 0–0 14.Rac1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7zpp+-+pzpp0 
6-+pwqpsn-+0 
5+-+nsN-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-zP-+-0 
2PzP-vLQzPPzP0 
1+-tR-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The opening stage is concluded.  It is readily ascertained that White has come out of the 

opening with a slight advantage, consisting in the possession of the half-open c-file.  Therefore 

White associates his strategic plan in the middlegame with operational activity on this file, consisting 



in the transfer of the e5–knight via d3 to the forepost at c5, to exert pressure on and to undermine 

Black's pawn configuration (c6, b7, a7). 

 

14...Nb6 15.Nd3 Rfe8 

Not only defending against White's threats, but also preparing the break ...e6–e5, followed by the 

exchange of the e5–pawn for the pawn at d4. 

 

16.Rfd1 

Possibly, still stronger is 16.Nc5 followed by f2–f4. 

 

16...Nbd7 17.h3 Qd5 

After 17...e5 18.dxe5! Nxe5 19.Nxe5 Rxe5 (best of all; White's chances are greater after 

19...Qxe5 20.Bc3 Qe6 21.Bxf6 Qxf6 22.Rd7) 20.Bc3 Rd5 (the only move) 21.Bxf6 Rxd1+ 

(21...Qxf6 22.Rxd5 cxd5 23.Qb5 Qb6 24.Qd7 g6 25.Rc7 with a winning position) 22.Rxd1 Qxf6 

23.Qd2! White has the better endgame as a consequence of his supremacy on the d-file. 

 

18.b3 Qb5 19.Bc3 Nd5 

Otherwise White plays 20.Bb2 and 21.Qc2, increasing his advantage, since the bishop will then 

occupy a better position on the diagonal a1–h8 than it did previously at d2. 

 

20.Qd2! 

At first sight it could seem that after 20...Nxc3 Black equalises the game.  However, this is far 

from being so.  Since after the exchange Black is doomed to inactivity, White forcibly and without 

particular effort carries out his strategic plan. 

 

20...Nxc3 

Otherwise White plays 21.Bb2. 

 

21.Qxc3 Rad8 22.a4 Qb6 23.b4 Nf6 24.Qc4!  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-trr+k+0 
7zpp+-+pzpp0 
6-wqp+psn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4PzPQzP-+-+0 
3+-+NzP-+P0 
2-+-+-zPP+0 
1+-tRR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



24...Ne4? 

This move should have led to defeat.  Instead, continuing 24...a6 Black could have succesfully 

defended, for example: 25.Qc5 Nd7 (25...Qc7 26.b5 axb5 27.axb5) 26.Qxb6 Nxb6 27.Nc5 Rb8 

28.b5 axb5 29.axb5 Rec8 30.Rb1 Nd5 31.bxc6 bxc6, with good drawing chances. 

 

25.a5 Qc7 26.a6! Rc8 

There is nothing remaining other than to go over to a desperate and tenacious defence of his weak 

points. 

 

27.axb7 Qxb7 28.Ra1! 

White's pieces accomodate themselves in the most favourable positions with gain of time.  Now 

there is threatened 29.Qa6 Qxa6 30.Rxa6 Rc7 31.Rc1 Rec8 32.Ne5 winning the c6–pawn. 

 

28...Rc7 29.Rdc1 Rb8 

Black defends actively.  Now on 30.Qa6 he would have replied 30...Qa8 followed by ...Rb8–b6, 

...Qa8–b8 and ...Ne4–f6–d5, attacking the isolated b4–pawn. 

 

30.Qc2! 

Threatening 31.f3 Nf6 (or 31...Nd6) 32.Nc5 Qxb4 33.Na6 with the win of the exchange and a 

general rout. 

 

30...Qc8 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trq+-+k+0 
7zp-tr-+pzpp0 
6-+p+p+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-zP-zPn+-+0 
3+-+NzP-+P0 
2-+Q+-zPP+0 
1tR-tR-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
31.Ra5? 

Playing now 31.Ne5!, in keeping with the intended plan, White would have quickly forced the 

opponent to lay down his arms.  For example: 31...Nf6 32.Nxc6 Kh8 (forced; otherwise 33.Ne7+) 

33.Rxa7 Rxa7 34.Nxb8!, and wins.  Or 31...Nd6 32.Nxc6 Kh8 (32...Kf8 33.Qc5!) 33.Rxa7 Rxa7 

34.Nxa7 Qxc2 35.Rxc2 Rxb4 36.Rc6 winning a piece and the game. 

 

The move in the text significantly complicates the win. 



 

31...Rb6 32.Qa4 

Also now it was not too late for 32.Ne5 Nd6 (32...Nf6 33.Rc5 Nd7 34.Nxd7 Qxd7 35.b5, 

winning a pawn) 33.Rc5 Rxb4 34.Nxc6 Rbb7 35.Ne7+, and wins.  After the move in the text the 

game is equalised. 

 

32...Qb8 33.f3 

An unecessary weakening.  But also White's intended goal, associated with the move 33.Re5, 

was ephemeral.  For example: 33...Nd6 (the only move; if instead 33...Nf6?, then 34.Rec5 Qb7 

35.b5!, winning a pawn and the game) 34.Rec5 Qb7 with a solid position for Black. 

 

33...Nf6? 

This again gives White winning chances.  After 33...Nd6! Black would have finally equalised the 

game. 

 

34.Rac5 Nd5 35.Rxc6 Rcxc6 36.Rxc6 Rxc6 37.Qxc6 Nxe3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-wq-+-+k+0 
7zp-+-+pzpp0 
6-+Q+p+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-zP-zP-+-+0 
3+-+NsnP+P0 
2-+-+-+P+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
38.Nc5? 

After this move the roles are reversed - Black seizes the initiative.  The threat of 39.Nxe6 fxe6 

40.Qxe6+ K~ 41.Qxe3 is too obvious, while the knight stands badly at c5. 

 

Instead of the move made, White ought to have played 38.Qd7 Nd5 (38...a6 39.Nc5!) 39.Ne5 

Qf8 40.b5 Nc3 41.Kf2, still retaining significant winning chances as a consequence of Black's 

stalemated situation. 

 

38...Nd5 39.b5? 

Again bad.  White perishes on account of his endeavouring to play for a win in a situation where 

he ought to have been satisfied with a draw. 

 

Playing 39.Na6 Qd8 40.Qb7 Nf4 (there is nothing else; otherwise White wins the a7–pawn) 



41.Qxa7 Ne2+ 42.Kf2 Nxd4 43.Qb8 Qxb8 44.Nxb8 Kf8 45.Na6 (45.Ke3 Nc2+) 45...Ke7 46.Ke3 

e5 47.f4, White easily made a draw. 

 

39...Nb6! 

Capablanca has understood the position in all its subtleties.  Starting from this point, until the 

53rd move, he plays ‘like clockwork’. 

 

40.Nd7? 

Already now it is White, having been convinced of the pointless of his efforts, who is thinking of 

achieving a draw after the exchange of knights.  Probably also now after 40.Ne4 White could have 

resisted. 

 

40...Qd8! 41.Nxb6 axb6 

The continuation 41...Qxd4+ 42.Kh2 Qe5+ (otherwise the knight is lost or Black is mated) 

43.Kh1 Qe1+ 44.Kh2 Qe5+ led to a draw (perpetual check). 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wq-+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6-zpQ+p+-+0 
5+P+-+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-+P+P0 
2-+-+-+P+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
There has been obtained a position that is absolutely equal in the material regard.  It is 

interesting to follow how finely Capablanca exploits the minimal pluses of his position, consisting in 

the better arrangement of his pawn chain. 

 

42.Qc4 

White is doomed to passive play.  He now has to wait, limiting himself to repelling the 

immediate threats of the opponent. 

 

42...h5 43.Kf1 g6 44.Kg1 Kg7 45.Kf1 Qd6 46.Kg1 Qf4! 47.Qc3 Kh7 48.Kf1 Qf5 49.Qc4   

White does not want to give up the important central square d5 without a fight. 

 

49...Kg7 50.Kf2 Qg5! 

Forcing White to cede the d5–square, since otherwise the black queen would have got into 

White's rear. 



 

51.Qe2 Kf6 

Naturally, not 51...Qd5 52.Qe5+ with a rapid draw. 

 

52.Qb2 Qd5! 

After this excellent move White's resistance becomes still more difficult. 

 

53.Ke3 

In Capablanca's opinion, White could have made a draw with accurate defence, playing 53.Qb4. 

 

53...e5? 

A crude blunder, leading to a draw.  Correct is 53...Qc4!, intending the occupation of the square 

d5 with his king and not fearing the variation 54.d5+? e5!. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+-0 
6-zp-+-mkp+0 
5+P+qzp-+p0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-mKP+P0 
2-wQ-+-+P+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
54.f4? 

Creating a new weakness in his camp.  Strangely, White did not notice the simple draw after 

54.Qb4! exd4+ (nor does 54...Ke6 55.dxe5 Qxe5+ 56.Kd3 g5! give Black a decisive advantage) 

55.Qxd4+ Qxd4+ (or 55...Qe5+ 56.Kd3!) 56.Kxd4 Ke6! 57.f4 f6 58.Kc4! =. 

 

After the move played, 54.f4?, White has not the slightest chances of a draw.  A rapid 

catastrophe is unavoidable. 

 

54...exf4+ 55.Kxf4 Ke6 56.h4 f6 57.Ke3 Qc4! 58.g3 

In order on 58...Kd5 to reply 59.Qg2+ Kd6 60.Qb2. 

 

58...g5 59.hxg5 fxg5 

Now White is in zugzwang. 

 

For example: 60.Ke4 (losing immediately is 60.Qe2? Qxe2+ 61.Kxe2 Kd5 with a distant passed 

pawn for Black; if instead 60.Qb1, then 60...Qc3+ winning a pawn) 60...g4! 61.Kf4 Kf6 62.Ke4 



Qe6+ 63.Kd3 Qd5, with a strengthening of the pressure on Black's part. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-zp-+k+-+0 
5+P+-+-zpp0 
4-+qzP-+-+0 
3+-+-mK-zP-0 
2-wQ-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
60.Qh2 Qb3+ 61.Ke4 g4 62.Qe2 Qxg3 63.Qc4+ Ke7 64.Qc8 Qf3+ 65.Ke5 Qf6+ 66.Kd5 

Qd6+ 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+Q+-+-+0 
7+-+-mk-+-0 
6-zp-wq-+-+0 
5+P+K+-+p0 
4-+-zP-+p+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
White resigned.  The exchange of queens is unavoidable. 

 


