
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 16, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Korchnoi – Polugaevsky 

5th match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 28th July 1980 

 
1.c4 c5 

After the unsuccesful development of the opening in the 3rd game, it was reasonable to expect 

something or other from White, but at any event in avoiding the 'Romanishin System', Polugaevsky 

resolves to deprive the opponent of the 'initiative in the choice of opening', returning to the English 

Opening, as encountered in the 1st match-game. 

 

2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Ndb5 Bb4 7.Bf4 0–0 8.Bc7 Qe7 9.Bd6 Bxd6 

10.Qxd6 Qd8 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwq-trk+0 
7zpp+p+pzpp0 
6-+nwQpsn-+0 
5+N+-+-+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+PzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Up to this point the opponents had repeated the 1st game.  Now White employs a novelty: 

instead of a level ending White goes over to a double-edged middlegame. 

 

11.0–0–0!? a6 12.Nd4 

Over his following move Polugaevsky thought for 30 minutes.  After all, besides the plan 

encountered in the game, tempting appears 12...Nxd4 13.Rxd4 b5, trying to immediately emphasise 

the vulnerable position of the white king.  Here are some possible variations: 14.c5 (14.e4 bxc4 

15.Bxc4 - or 15.e5 Ne8 16.Qa3 d5 17.exd6 e5 18.Rd2 Be6 - 15...Ne8 and 16...d6) 14...Bb7 15.e4 

Qa5 16.a3 Rfc8 with complicated play. 

 

The move in the game appears more reliable.  Moreover, there was every basis to believe that 

White had studied the position in detail the quiet of home analysis. 

 

12...Ne8 13.Nxc6 bxc6 14.Qd4 

Of course, 14.Qxc6?? is impossible on account of 14...Qg5+. 



 

14...d6 

If ...e6–e5 or ...c6–c5 is carried out, the advantage passes to Black.  But White immediately 

proceeds to blockade the centre. 

 

15.c5 

(Translator’s note: This game is annotated in Chess Informant (vol. 30/70) by Michael Stean, who 

along with Yasser Seirawan was one of Korchnoi's seconds in Buenos Aires.  Interestingly, he 

considers the text move to be dubious, though he does not indicate an alternative plan.) 

 

15...d5 

Impossible is 15...e5? on account of 16.Qxe5.  (Translator’s note: Of course, on 15...Qg5+ 16.f4 

Qxc5 17.Qxc5 dxc5 18.Na4 White stands clearly better.) 

 

16.f4 

At this point White had spent 25 minutes thinking over his moves, Black - an hour more. 

 

16...Nf6 17.e4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwq-trk+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6p+p+psn-+0 
5+-zPp+-+-0 
4-+-wQPzP-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+-+PzP0 
1+-mKR+L+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17...a5! 

Polugaevsky is conducting the game excellently.  The last move pursues a double goal: to create 

the possibility of exchanging bishops, and to secure the b4–square for the rook.  If Black's plan is 

clear, then White's play is very far from simple. 

 

Thus, unfavourable is 18.e5 Nd7 with the threat of 20...Qe7 and 21...Rb8.  The following 

moves by Korchnoi are evidence of slight disorientation.  Soon the opponent's were level on time, 

and with the approach of the 20th move, mutal time trouble was setting in. 

 

18.g3 Ba6 

Deserving attention too is the more risky 18...Rb8 19.a3 Nd7 - as grandmaster M. Najdorf 



suggested. 

 

19.Bxa6 Rxa6 20.Rd2 Qb8 21.Re1 Ra7 22.exd5 cxd5 

(Translator’s note: Stean considers that Black should instead prefer 22...exd5, when he assesses the 

position as unclear.) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-wq-+-trk+0 
7tr-+-+pzpp0 
6-+-+psn-+0 
5zp-zPp+-+-0 
4-+-wQ-zP-+0 
3+-sN-+-zP-0 
2PzP-tR-+-zP0 
1+-mK-tR-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 

23.a3?! 

White intends to play Rd2–c2, on which for the time being unpleasant is 23...Qb4.  The 

weakness of the b4–square also tells in the variation 23.f5 Re8 (23...exf5 24.Nxd5 Ne4 25.Rde2 is in 

White's favour) 24.Rde2 Qb4.  All the same, a2–a3 is a significant weakening.  Better was 23.Kb1 

and 24.Rc1. 

 

(Translator’s note: Here there is a clear divergence of opinion with Stean, who awards the text 

move an exclamation mark, assessing the position as somewhat better for White.) 

 

23...Rb7 24.Rc2 Rb3 25.f5 Re8 26.Rce2  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-wq-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6-+-+psn-+0 
5zp-zPp+P+-0 
4-+-wQ-+-+0 
3zPrsN-+-zP-0 
2-zP-+R+-zP0 
1+-mK-tR-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



 

 

26...Rc8? 

One can hardly apply the usual standards to play in time trouble.  After all, chessplayers are 

forced to take decisions in a matter of seconds, while intuition is sometimes suspended. 

 

White had created the threat of 27.fxe6 fxe6 28.Rxe6 Rxe6 29.Rxe6 Rxb2 30.Rb6, and 

Polugaevsky parries it by occuping the c-file.  He had of course seen that after 26...Qb7 (with the 

idea of 27...Rb8) 27.fxe6 fxe6 28.Rxe6 Rxe6 29.Rxe6 Rxb2 30.Rb6 Rxb6 31.cxb6 Qc6 the most 

probable is a draw, while 30.Qe3 (or 30.c6 Qb3 31.Re2 Rxe2 32.Nxe2 Qxa3+) 30...Qb3! 31.Re8+ 

Kf7 32.Qe6+ Kg6 is unfavourable for White. 

 

Alas, the move in the game could have led to defeat. 

 

27.fxe6 fxe6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-wqr+-+k+0 
7+-+-+-zpp0 
6-+-+psn-+0 
5zp-zPp+-+-0 
4-+-wQ-+-+0 
3zPrsN-+-zP-0 
2-zP-+R+-zP0 
1+-mK-tR-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
28.Rf2? 

28.Rxe6 Rxb2 29.Rxf6 gxf6 30.Qxd5+? Kh8 does not at all guarantee White a draw: 31.Qf7 Rf8; 

31.Qe6 Rb1+! 32.Nxb1 Rxc5+ 33.Kd2 Qd8+ and 34...Re5+. 

 

Nor will 30.Nxd5? do: 30...Rb1+ 31.Kd2 Rxe1 32.Kxe1 Qb1+ , 33...Qc2+ and 34...Qxc5. 

 

Both opponents had time to calculate these variations, but the quiet 30.Re7!, pointed out in 

Moscow by grandmaster Flohr on obtaining the score of the game, remained un-noticed in time 

trouble.  After 30.Re7! the threat of 31.Qg4+ and 32.Qg7# cannot be parried; on 30...h5 there 

follows 31.Qxd5+ and mate in 3 moves. 

 

28...Qa7 

In time trouble Polugaevsky did not decide on 28...Nd7!?.  The idea of the move is in the 

variations 29.Rxe6 Nxc5 30.Re7 Rxc3+! winning; and 29.Na4 Qd6! 30.Kb1 Qc6! followed by 



...e6–e5.  White would have had to go over to an unpleasant defence, whereas now he forces a 

draw. 

 

(Translator’s note: Stean also considers 28...Nd7 to be strongest.  He indicates the continuation 

29.Nxd5! Rxc5+ 30.Nc3, when Black can force a draw with 30...Rcxc3+ 31.bxc3 Rb1+ 32.Kd2 

Qb2+ 33.Kd3 Qb5+, etc.  However, after 28...Nd7 29.Nxd5 Rxc5+ 30.Nc3 Black could also 

consider 30...Ne5!?, for example.) 

 

29.Rxf6 gxf6 30.Qg4+ Kh8 31.Qxe6 Qxc5 

Agreed drawn.  

 


