
(The annotations to the following game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in '64' (№ 15, 1980).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Korchnoi – Polugaevsky 

1st match-game, FIDE Candidates’ Semi-final, Buenos Aires, 21st July 1980 

 

1.c4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Bf4 

In recent years the present opponent of the Soviet chessplayer has often chosen in matches the 

tactic of frequent changes of opening, each time employing a new continuation.  I think that now 

too the relatively new variation with 6.Bf4 and 7.Ndb5 is also "designed for one game".  

 

(Translator’s note: This proved to be far from the case, although in later games of the match 

Korchnoi was to prefer a different move-order - 6.Ndb5 0–0 7.Bf4.) 

 

6...Bb4 7.Ndb5 0–0 8.Bc7 Qe7 9.Bd6 

In comparison with the immediate 8.Bd6 White wins an important tempo, but the blockading 

position of the queen proves to be unstable. 

 

9...Bxd6 10.Qxd6 

At first sight, 10.Nxd6 has more point - after the inclusion of the moves 8.Bc7 Qe7 Black is 

deprived of the usual counter-play with ...Qd8–b6.  Nonetheless, 10...Ne8 rids him of difficulties, 

since the variation 11.Ncb5 a6 12.Nxe8 axb5 13.Nc7 Ra4! 14.cxb5 Qb4+ 15.Qd2 Nd4 does not 

favour White. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7zpp+pwqpzpp0 
6-+nwQpsn-+0 
5+N+-+-+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+PzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10...Qd8! 

Having posted the queen at d6, White already cannot move it away - there immediately follows 

...d7–d5.  Therefore his knight at b5 will be forced to withdraw to a3, and the whole blockading 

set-up becomes ineffective.  With his last move Polugaevsky initiates an excellent forcing 

manoeuvre, as a result of which the game passes into a harmless endgame for Black, despite the 

formal shortcoming of an isolated pawn. 



 

11.g3 

(Translator’s note: In the 3rd match-game, Korchnoi was to prefer the sharper 11.0–0–0!?.) 

 

11...a6 12.Na3 

The situation of this knight is the defect in White's position. 

 

12...Qb6 13.Rb1 Qb4 14.Qxb4 Nxb4 15.Bg2 d5 16.cxd5 exd5 17.Rd1 Be6 18.0–0 Rfd8 19.e3 

Rab8 

Defending the b7–pawn in advance in the case of ...d5–d4.  Now 20.Rd4 is parried with 

20...Nc6. 

 

20.b3 

An attempt to retain the tension.  After 20...Rbc8 21.Rd4 Nc6 22.Rd2 d4 23.Bxc6? (23.exd4 is 

equal) 23...dxc3 (23...Rxc6? 24.Ne2 d3 25.Nd4) 24.Rxd8+ Rxd8 25.Bxb7 Rd2! the play develops 

favourably for Black, but in the case of 21.Nab1 the play remains rather complicated. 

 

Polugaevsky prefers to force simplification. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-tr-+k+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+-+lsn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-sn-+-+-+0 
3sNPsN-zP-zP-0 
2P+-+-zPLzP0 
1+-+R+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
20...Ne4 21.Nxe4 dxe4 22.Rxd8+ Rxd8 23.Bxe4 Nxa2 24.Bxb7 a5  25.Nc2 

The b3–pawn cannot be defended - on 25.Nc4? there follows 25...a4.  Having re-established 

material equality, Black could even have obtained chances of playing for a win - he only had to 

consolidate his piece position.  Unfortunately, he was short of one or two tempi for this. 

 

The opponents played very accurately.  White manage to force the exchange of the a5–pawn, 

and the game ended in a draw. 

 

25...Rb8 26.Bc6 Bxb3 27.Ra1 Bc4 28.Na3 Be6 29.Nb5 f6 30.e4 Nb4 31.Nd4 Bh3 32.Bb5 

Rd8 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+k+0 
7+-+-+-zpp0 
6-+-+-zp-+0 
5zpL+-+-+-0 
4-sn-sNP+-+0 
3+-+-+-zPl0 
2-+-+-zP-zP0 
1tR-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
33.Bc4+ Kf8 34.Bf1 Rxd4 35.Bxh3 Rxe4 36.Rxa5 Re1+ 37.Kg2 Nc6 38.Ra6 Ne5 39.Ra8+ 

Kf7 40.Ra7+ Kg6 41.Be6 Re2 

On White's suggestion - agreed drawn. 

 

 


