
(The annotations to this game, by J. R. Capablanca, appear in Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 3, 1935).  

The game is annotated by V. A. Alatortsev in the tournament book, Vtoroi Mezhdunarodnyi 

Shakhmatnyi Turnir, Moskva 1935 (Fizkultura i Turizm, 1936); variations and commentary from 

this source have been incorporated to Capablanca's notes at critical points.  In each case, the 

translation from the Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Alatortsev – Capablanca 

3rd round, 2nd Moscow International, 17th February 1935 

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Bg5 Be7 5.e3 0–0 6.cxd5 

This move can hardly be recommended, since it frees Black's position and gives him the 

possibility of rapidly completing what is normally in this variation a very difficult development. 

 

6...Nxd5 7.Bxe7 Qxe7 8.Nf3 

(Translator’s note: Alatortsev considers that White should have tried 8.Qb3 here, in order to try to 

create some difficulties for Black in the development of his queen's flank.) 

 

8...Nxc3 9.bxc3 b6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnl+-trk+0 
7zp-zp-wqpzpp0 
6-zp-+p+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-zP-zPN+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+QmKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Black has achieved a good, and well-known, position that was encountered in many of my games 

with Marshall in 1908, and in many games that I have played in different tournaments.  This 

position conceals a variety of possibilities and therefore I consider it to be fully satisfactory. 

 

10.Be2 

Too passive.  White is playing the opening modestly, and more in the spirit of defence than of 

attack.  Probably correct was 10.Qc2, and if 10...Bb7, then 11.Bd3, forcing Black to defend the 

h7–pawn. 

 

10...Bb7 11.0–0 c5 

Black could also play 11...Nd7, in order to prevent the invasion of the knight at e5 and to leave 



himself with the possibility of counter-play by means of ...c7–c5 or ...e6–e5. 

 

12.Ne5 

The correct reply. 

 

12...Nc6 13.Nxc6 

No good is 13.f4 in view of 13...Nxe5, and White has to take with the d-pawn, since in the case 

of 14.fxe5 Black wins a pawn after 14...Qg5. 

 

(Translator’s note: Alatortsev considers that White could still fight for equality by 13.Nd3, while 

after the move in the text he “is already in no position to fully equalise the game”.) 

 

13...Bxc6 14.Bf3 

White aims to achieve a draw with the simplification of the position.  However, he loses a lot of 

time on exchanges and presents Black with a slight advantage. 

 

14...Rac8 

This move leads to Black acquisition of the important c-file. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-trk+0 
7zp-+-wqpzpp0 
6-zpl+p+-+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-zP-zPL+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15.a4 

Now White is forced to play more aggressively, as otherwise he quickly falls into a bad situation; 

for example, 15.Rc1 Bxf3 16.Qxf3 cxd4 17.cxd4 Qa3; or 15...Qb7 16.Bxc6 Rxc6, which also leads 

to Black's taking over the c-file. 

 

15...cxd4 16.cxd4 g6 

In order, in the event of possible combinations, to have an escape square for the king. 

 

17.Bxc6 Rxc6 18.Qd3 Qb7 

Black should not only hold the c-file, but also prevent the invasion of the queen at a6.  At the 

same time he prepares, on a4–a5, the reply ...b6–b5. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-trk+0 
7zpq+-+p+p0 
6-zpr+p+p+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4P+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+QzP-+-0 
2-+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
19.Rfb1 

(Translator’s note: Capablanca makes no comment on the text move, but Alatortsev considers it to 

be a mistake, and that after the superior 19.Rab1! the outcome of the game would still not have been 

clear.  The point is that on 19...Rfc8 White could then gave played 20.a5, when, in contrast to the 

analogous situation in the game, Black does not have the reply 20...b5.) 

 

19...Rfc8 20.h3 

White is forced to create an escape square for the king.  He prepares a4–a5, since without the 

text move after ...b6–b5 he cannot take the pawn in view of the exchange at b5 and mate at c1. 

 

20...a6 

This move prevents the transfer of the queen via b5 to e5 or g5.  At the same time it prepares, 

on a4–a5, the advance ...b6–b5. 

 

21.Qa3 

White's position is very difficult, and he spent a lot of time before deciding on this move.  He 

has in view an invasion of Black's position, as soon as Black plays ...Rc2.  Simultaneously he 

prepares the doubling of rooks by means of Rb3 and Rab1. 

 

Possibly, better was 21.Qe2, and then to transfer the queen to the long diagonal. 

 

21...Rc2 22.Qd6 

White continues the implementation of his plan, not noticing the little combination that 

becomes possible after the move played. 

 

However, it is difficult to indicate a good move for him.  If, for example, 22.Ra2, then 

22...R8c3 23.Rb3 Rc1+ 24.Kh2 Qc7+ 25.f4 (25.g3 Qc6, and wins) 25...Rxb3 26.Qxb3 Rc3, and 

Black wins; or 22.Rb2 Rc1+ 23.Rxc1 Rxc1+ 24.Kh2 Qc7+ and Black's position is much to be 

preferred; it could almost be said that it is winning. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+k+0 
7+q+-+p+p0 
6pzp-wQp+p+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4P+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-zP-+P0 
2-+r+-zPP+0 
1tRR+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
22...Rxf2! 

23.Qg3 If 23.Kxf2, then 23...Rc2+ 24.Ke1 (forced) 24...Qxg2 25.Qb8+ Kg7 26.Qe5+ f6, and 

Black wins, since there is no check at c7. 

 

23...Re2 

White resigned.  (Translator’s note: As Alatortsev points out, on 24.Rc1 Black wins most simply 

of all by 24...Rxc1+ 25.Rxc1 Qe4 26.Rc3 Rb2!, after which White cannot undertake anything.) 

 

 


