
(The annotations to the following game, by M. N. Tal, are from '64' (№ 23, 1971).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Taimanov – Fischer 

5th match-game, Candidates’ Quarter-final, Vancouver, 27th May 1971 

 
Taimanov's four straight losses had practically reduced his chances in the match with Fischer to 

nil.  The following games would decide only the question of the score, the question of prestige, or 

whatever.  In order to somehow improve the balance, in the 5th game of the match the Leningrader 

had to achieve a victory, and only a victory.  A drawn result was quite enough for the American 

grandmaster, but as a rule, he never avoids a full-blooded struggle.  And indeed, the next duel 

proceeded in very tense fashion. 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 

Taimanov had nothing against a repetition of the opening of the 3rd game, while Fischer, 

judging from everything, did not want this. 

 

4.Bg5 Ne4 5.Bh4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnlwqkvl-tr0 
7zppzp-zpp+p0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+PzPn+-vL0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+PzPPzP0 
1tR-+QmKLsNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
An opening patent of the Leningrader.  Despite the fact that the very latest events (in particular, 

the USSR Championship) have shown that in this variation Black has good chances, Taimanov 

defends his point of view and, it must be recognised (judging by the opening of the present game), 

that he had justification for this. 

 

5...Nxc3 6.bxc3 dxc4 

Fischer had already played this way in the game with E. Mecking in the tournament in Buenos 

Aires.  This was of course well known to Taimanov, and he had prepared an interesting retort. 

 

7.e3 

This is unquestionably stronger than 7.Qa4+, as occurred in the game Mikenas-Tukmakov, 



played in the USSR Championship in Riga. 

 

7...Be6 8.Rb1 b6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqkvl-tr0 
7zp-zp-zpp+p0 
6-zp-+l+p+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+pzP-+-vL0 
3+-zP-zP-+-0 
2P+-+-zPPzP0 
1+R+QmKLsNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
9.Be2! 

Up to this point the opponents had been following in the footsteps of the above-mentioned 

Mecking-Fischer game.  The Brazilian master played here 9.Nf3 Bg7 10.Be2, and Black obtained 

an excellent position. 

 

The move played by Taimanov is significantly more cunning.  Now in the case of 9...Bg7 White 

can continue 10.Bf3 c6 11.Ne2 followed by 12.Nf4.  It is precisely to prevent the appearance of the 

knight at f4 that Fischer makes a rather unaesthetic move.  We will add that 9...c5 will not do on 

account of 10.Bf3, and Black must part with the exchange, since immediately losing is 10...Bd5 

11.Qa4+ Nc6 12.Qxc6+ (or 12.e4).  

 

9...Bh6 

Now Black does not fear the variation given above - in reply to 10.Bf3 c6 11.Ne2 he can quietly 

castle and, in the case of 12.Nf4 he can without particular risk continue either 12...Bxf4 or 12...Bc8 

with the threat of 13...g5.  However, Black soon has to spend a tempo in order to return the bishop 

to its 'habitual' position. 

 

10.Nf3 c6 11.Ne5 Bg7 

The attempt to hold the pawn - 11...b5, could lead to serious unpleasantness after 12.Bf3 Qb6 

13.d5!. 

 

12.f4 

White does not hurry to re-establish material equality, since 12...Bxe5 is too dangerous for Black. 

 

12...Bd5 

Preparing to bring the knight into play.  Deserving attention is 12...0–0. 



 

13.0–0 Nd7 14.Nxc4 0–0 
The opening has gone slightly in favour of White, who has an active and at the same time fairly 

solid pawn centre.  Were he able to carry out the advance e3–e4, his advantage would increase 

significantly, but for the time being this is impossible. 

 

15.a4 

Now the very unpleasant 16.Nd2 is threatened (previously, White did not have this move on 

account of the vulnerability of the a2–pawn).  Black's reply is forced. 

 

15...c5 16.Ne5 

Once Black has advanced the pawn to c5, the advance of the e-pawn becomes double-edged on 

account of the weakness of the d4–square.  White changes plan somewhat.  In reply to 16...Nf6 

not bad for him is 17.c4 Bb7 18.d5.  Besides this, in some cases also good is the further march of 

the a-pawn with the initiative on the queen's flank. 

 

16...Nxe5 17.dxe5 

A good move.  White succeeds in winning the struggle for the open file. 

 

17...f6 

Ridding himself of the concerns over the e7–pawn that are characteristic of this variation. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wq-trk+0 
7zp-+-zp-vlp0 
6-zp-+-zpp+0 
5+-zplzP-+-0 
4P+-+-zP-vL0 
3+-zP-zP-+-0 
2-+-+L+PzP0 
1+R+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
18.Rb2! Be6 

19.Rd2, winning a piece, was threatened. 

 

19.Rd2 Qc7 

Play for tempo is in progress.  Were Black to post a rook at d8, then with this his difficulties 

would be over.  However, the following move by Taimanov shows that it is not a simple matter for 

Black to post a rook on the d-file. 

 



20.Bg4! 

Now equally unappealing for Black are 20...Bxg4 21.Qxg4 Rad8 (21...fxe5 22.Qe6+ Kh8 

23.Rd7) 22.Rfd1 Rxd2 23.Qe6+! Kh8 24.Rxd2 Rd8 25.exf6! exf6 26.Bxf6, and 20...f5 21.Bf3 and 

the g7–bishop is excluded from play. 

 

In a difficult situation the American grandmaster defends excellently. 

 

20...Qc8! 21.Bf3 

Clearly, in the given case the exchange of bishops would in the main ease Black's task. 

 

21...Rb8 22.Qe2 Rd8 23.Rfd1 Rxd2 24.Qxd2 

In my opinion, more dangerous for Black is 24.Rxd2, for example, 24...Qe8 25.Qa6 fxe5 

26.Qxa7 exf4 27.Bc6! Qc8 28.Bxe7.  Or 24...Qc7 25.exf6 exf6 26.Qd1. 

 

24...Qe8 25.exf6 exf6 26.Qd6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-+q+k+0 
7zp-+-+-vlp0 
6-zp-wQlzpp+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4P+-+-zP-vL0 
3+-zP-zPL+-0 
2-+-+-+PzP0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Judging from everything, White had pinned great hopes on the invasion of the queen.  Fischer, 

however, manages to repulse this attack as well. 

 

26...Rc8! 

Threatening 27...Qc7.  Black does not fear the variation 27.Bb7 Bf8! 28.Qd2 Rb8. 

 

27.a5 Bf8 28.Qd2 Be7 

Once again Black intends to post the rook at d8.  The exchange of the last pair of rooks signifies 

the collapse of White's hopes of a significant advantage. 

 

29.Bd5 

Taimanov finds a new resource to maintain the initiative.  In general, it should be said that in 

this game almost until the very end both players were on good form. 

 



29...Qf7 30.Bxe6 Qxe6 31.Qd7 Kf7 

The white rook cannot be permitted onto the 7th rank.  Losing, of course, is 31...Qxe3+? 

32.Bf2. 

 

32.Qxa7 bxa5 33.e4 

White is ready to part with the central pawn in order to open the e-file. 

 

33...Qc6 

The immediate 33...Qxe4 loses in view of 34.Re1 Ra8 35.Qc7. 

 

34.Rd7 

34...Ra8 was threatened. 

 

34...Qxe4 35.h3 

The white king too needs to be watched over. 

 

35...a4 

Black aims with the advance the a-pawn to deflect the attacking pieces of the opponent.  His 

situation all the same remains very dangerous.  Thus, impossible is 35...Ra8 36.Rxe7+, while in the 

case of 35...Ke8 unpleasant is the simple 36.Rd1 with the threats of 37.Qd7+ and 37.Re1. 

 

36.Bf2 

Attacking the c5–pawn.  Thus, on 36...a3 possible is 37.Bxc5 Rxc5 38.Qxc5 a2 39.Qa7 Qe1+ 

40.Kh2 a1=Q 41.Rxe7+. 

 

36...Kf8 37.c4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-mk-+0 
7wQ-+Rvl-+p0 
6-+-+-zpp+0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4p+P+qzP-+0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-+-vLP+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
37...a3! 

Once again bad is 37...Ra8 38.Qc7 with the difficult-to-resist threat of 39.Rxe7 (the immediate 

38.Rxe7 is impossible on account of 38...Qb1+).  



 

38.Qxa3 Ra8 

Perhaps safer than 38...Qxf4 which, however, was also possible. 

 

39.Qb2 Ke8 40.Qb5 Kf8 41.Rd1 

White does not want to reconcile himself to a drawn result.  Objectively speaking, his advantage 

is very insignificant. 

 

The exchange sacrifice was not dangerous for Black: 41.Rxe7? Kxe7 42.Bxc5+ Kf7. 

 

41...Qxf4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-mk-+0 
7+-+-vl-+p0 
6-+-+-zpp+0 
5+Qzp-+-+-0 
4-+P+-wq-+0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-+-vLP+0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In this position the game was adjourned.  One could have presumed that the duel would soon 

conclude in a draw.  However, once again the resumption brought with it an extremely unpleasant 

surprise. 

 

42.Bxc5 

The sealed move. 

 

42...Bxc5+ 43.Qxc5+ Kg7 44.Rf1 

The passed c-pawn does not play a particular role - White all the time has to concern himself with 

the safety of his king, which is not very reliably defended.  Possibly, a little better was 44.Qd5. 

 

44...Qe4 

Much more active than 44...Qe5, when in the rook endgame Black would still have had to play 

accurately. 

 

The black queen is very actively placed here.  In passing there is set a simple trap, into which 

Taimanov unexpectely falls. 

 



45.Qc7+ Kh6 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-+0 
7+-wQ-+-+p0 
6-+-+-zppmk0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+P+q+-+0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2-+-+-+P+0 
1+-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
46.Rxf6?? 

Unbelievable!  Had White really decided that the opponent, in his analysis, had simply 

blundered a pawn? 

 

46...Qd4+ 47.Rf2 Ra1+ 

White resigned. 

 

 


