
(The annotations to the following game, by M. N. Tal, are from '64' (№ 21, 1971).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

In general, when commentating on the first game of the match one does not feel at all at ease in 

occupying oneself with giving forecasts, but the beginning of the match Fischer-Taimanov, despite 

the loss by the Soviet grandmaster, appears to me to be reasonably hopeful.  Of course, the distance 

is short, and to make up for the lost point is not a simple matter, especially when the opponent is 

Fischer, but the character of the game demonstrated that the Leningrad grandmaster was in a 

fighting mood.  As it seemed to me, he had resolved to impose 'close combat' on the opponent, 

since in a tactical duel, as practice has demonstrated, the American grandmaster sometimes proves 

vulnerable. 

 

Taimanov – Fischer 

1st match-game, Candidates’ Quarter-final, Vancouver, 16th May 1971 
 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0–0 6.Be2 e5 7.0–0 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 

Taimanov willingly employs this variation for White, Fischer with pleasure plays it with Black.  

For the time being, both are satisfied... 

 

9.Bd2 

In the practice of the Leningrader there has been seen, initially, 9.Ne1, then 9.b4, and in recent 

times - 9.Nd2. 

 

9...Ne8 10.Rc1 f5 11.exf5 gxf5 12.Ng5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqntrk+0 
7zppzp-sn-vlp0 
6-+-zp-+-+0 
5+-+PzppsN-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-vLLzPPzP0 
1+-tRQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
A well-enough-known, but nonetheless bold, plan.  Invading with the knight at e6, White forces 

his opponent to give up the light-squared bishop for it.  Naturally, account must be taken of the 

fact that the 'detached' pawn will sooner or later fall prey to the enemy, but during the time that is 

necessary for its elimination, he will be able to place his pieces suitably. 

 



12...h6 13.Ne6 Bxe6 14.dxe6 Qc8 15.Qb3 c6 

Black covers the square d5 and intends the manoeuvre ...Ne8–c7xe6, not only picking up the 

pawn, but also noticeably activating the knight. 

 

16.Bh5 

The piece sacrifice 16.Nd5??! would be dangerous for Black, but only in 5–minute chess.  

Continuing 16...cxd5 17.cxd5 Qb8, he defends easily. 

 

16...Qxe6 

As is well known, the American grandmaster 'respects' extra pawns.  Now he goes in for a 

forcing variation, as a result of which he achieves a material advantage, but the white pieces thereby 

gain great operational space.  Deserving attention, in my view, is 16...Nc7 17.Bf7+ Kh7. 

 

17.Qxb7 Nf6 18.Be2 Rfb8 19.Qa6 Rxb2 20.Rfd1 

Into White's plan comes the siege of Black's powerful, but rather unconsolidated, pawn centre. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7zp-+-sn-vl-0 
6Q+pzpqsn-zp0 
5+-+-zpp+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2Ptr-vLLzPPzP0 
1+-tRR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
20...e4!? 

Trying to set his pawn mass in motion as soon as possible.  However, in activating his forces, 

Black also activates the enemy ones.  A very sharp position arises.  Possibly, the less committal 

20...Nd7 was worth preferring to the move played by Fischer. 

 

21.Qa3 

Serious attention is merited here by 21.Bf4, after which the immediate 21...d5 is impossible, 

while on 21...Rb6 White can continue with either 22.Qa3 or 22.Qa5. 

 

21...Rb7 22.Bf4 

Forcing a further committal advance. 

 

22...d5 23.cxd5 cxd5 24.Nb5 Ng6! 

The threat of 25.Nc7 is very unpleasant.  Fischer parries it cleverly - after 25.Nc7 Qf7 26.Nxa8 



Nxf4 Black gains an overwhelming position for the exchange, since White's knight is clearly out of 

play. 

 

25.Nd4 

At first sight this move seemed to me to be not the most succesful - White reveals his plans too 

straigtforwardly.  I wanted to suggest 25.Qg3, keeping the threat of 26.Nc7 in force.  However, at 

Fischer's disposal there was an interesting tactical possibility - 25...Nh5! 26.Bxh5 Nxf4 27.Qxf4 

Rxb5 28.Rc7 Qe5! (not 28...Be5 on account of 29.Bf7+! Qxf7 30.Qxe5) and, clearly, the threats to 

the black king are repulsed.)  

 

25...Qd7 26.Qe3 

(Translator’s note: Mikhail Yudovich, in Shakhmaty v. SSSR (№ 9, 1971), points out the 

possibility 26.Qg3, which was apparently suggested by Yuri Balashov.  If then 26...Kh7 (26...Nxf4 

27.Qxf4 wins the f5-pawn), 27.Rc6! is strong. 

 

26...Kh7 27.h3 

A useful move. 

 

27...Rf8 

More circumspect is 27...a5, not permitting the invasion of the rook on the 7th rank. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-tr-+0 
7zpr+q+-vlk0 
6-+-+-snnzp0 
5+-+p+p+-0 
4-+-sNpvL-+0 
3+-+-wQ-+P0 
2P+-+LzPP+0 
1+-tRR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
28.Ba6! 

In playing this committal move, there is no doubt that White already planned the sacrifice of the 

exchange. 

 

28...Rb6 29.Rc7 Qa4 

Now two pieces are under attack, while on 30.Be2 very unpleasant is 30...Ne8. 

 

30.Rxg7+! 

Without this bishop the black king will feel far less secure. 



 

30...Kxg7 31.Bxh6+ Kf7 32.Be2 Rfb8 33.Nxf5  

It is possible to sum up.  For the exchange White has obtained a pawn, but this is not the main 

thing.  All of his pieces, most of all the knight, are very well placed.  It is precisely the key position 

of the knight at f5 that forces the present situation to be assessed as favourable for White.  

Unfortunately, the following part of the game (perhaps, in time trouble?) was conducted poorly by 

our grandmaster. 

 

33...Rb1 34.Rxb1 

Seemingly, the first in a series of mistaken moves.  There was absolutely no point in giving the 

enemy rook mastery of the 1st rank.  At White's disposal was the excellent possibility 34.Kh2!, and 

since impossible is 34...Rxd1 35.Bxd1 Qxd1? 36.Qxa7+.  Black would in all probability have 

continued, as in the game, with 34.Kh2 Qd7.  But then, with his rear secured, it is quite possible 

for White to permit himself the move 35.g4, after which it would have been very far from simple for 

Black to defend - after the exchange at d1 the light-squared bishop conveniently locates itself at b3.  

However, the move played by the Leningrader should also have in no way led to his defeat. 

 

34...Rxb1+ 35.Kh2 Qd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7zp-+q+k+-0 
6-+-+-snnvL0 
5+-+p+N+-0 
4-+-+p+-+0 
3+-+-wQ-+P0 
2P+-+LzPPmK0 
1+r+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 

36.Nd4 

It is this quite unnecessary withdrawal that gives the advantage to the opponent.  It was possible 

to continue 36.Qg5, and for Black there was nothing better than to force a draw: 36...Nh7 37.Qh5 

Nf6 etc.  36.g4 was also not bad, although already here one must reckon with counter-play after 

36...Qc7+ 37.Kg2 Qb6 38.Qc3 Rb2, and if 39.Be3, then 39...Nf4+!!. 

 

(Translator’s note: Here Yudovich states that on 36.Qg5, unconvincing is 36...Qc7+ 37.g3 Rb2 in 

view of 38.Bg7!, for example, 38...Qe5 39.Bxf6 Qxf6 40.Nh6+, and a draw is guaranteed.  

However, on 36.Qg5 Qc7+ 37.g3 Rb2 38.Bg7 Black can instead continue 38...Qb6, forcing the 

simplifying exchanges 39.Qxf6+ Qxf6 40.Bxf6 Kxf6, after which Black wins.  But on 36.Qg5 



Qc7+ 37.g3 Rb2 White has the strong reply 38.Nh4!.  Instead, the immediate 36...Rb2 (!) seems to 

present White with some difficulties.) 

 

36...Qd6+ 37.g3 Qb4! 

38...Qe1 is threatened. 

 

38.Nc6 Qb6 39.Nxa7 

Better is 39.Nd4. 

 

39...Qxe3 40.Bxe3 Re1! 

Already now the attack - and an irresistible one - is with Black. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7sN-+-+k+-0 
6-+-+-snn+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+p+-+0 
3+-+-vL-zPP0 
2P+-+LzP-mK0 
1+-+-tr-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Here the game was adjourned.  White resigned without resuming.  (Translator’s note: The 

sealed move was 41.Bg4.) 

 

 


