
(The annotations to this game, by I. Z. Bondarevsky, appear in Volume 1 of the two-volume 

publication Boris Spassky (Ts. K. N. B., Moscow, 2000; edited by N. V. Krogius.).  The translation 

from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

I had never previously played against Benko.  The present game was very important in the 

sporting regard, since the high tempo of the race of the leaders forced one to aim for victory come 

what may. 

 

Spassky – Benko 

13th round, FIDE Interzonal Tournament, Amsterdam, 6th June 1964 

 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7 

Two rounds earlier the American grandmaster had chosen this system in his encounter with Tal.  

However, he did not achieve success.  Tal managed to create sharp complications and as a result 

achieved an elegant victory.  It was clear that Benko did not intend to repeat the game with Tal, 

but had prepared a stronger continuation. 

 

5.Bc4 Ngf6 6.Ng5 e6 7.Qe2 Nb6 8.Bb3 h6 

The d4–pawn is inviolable, since on 8...Qxd4 there follows 9.N1f3 Bb4+ 10.c3 Bxc3+ 11.Kf1. 

 

9.N5f3 c5 

(Translator’s note: In fact, the Tal-Benko encounter (referred to above and below) continued 

9...Be7 10.Nh3 c5 11.Be3 Nbd5 12.0–0–0 Nxe3 13.fxe3 Qc7 14.Ne5 a6 15.g4 Bd6 16.g5 hxg5 

17.Nxg5 Bxe5 18.dxe5 Qxe5 19.Rd8+!, etc.) 

 

10.Be3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqkvl-tr0 
7zpp+-+pzp-0 
6-sn-+psn-zp0 
5+-zp-+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+L+-vLN+-0 
2PzPP+QzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-sNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10...Qc7 

In the game with Tal, Benko had continued 10...Nbd5, on which the Rigan replied 11.0–0–0, 

with a very sharp game.  Evidently, in the present game the American grandmaster had decided to 



complete the mobilisation of his forces, to castle, and only then to think of tactical complications. 

 

11.Ne5 Bd6 12.Ngf3 0–0  13.0–0 

Frankly speaking, I was very much tempted to castle long.  Had this game not been played in a 

qualifying event, I would have played thus. 

 

Unfortunately, on this occasion I had to be excessively sober, since it was impossible to take even 

the slightest risk in this game. 

 

13...Nbd5 14.c3 b6 15.Rad1 Bb7 16.Bc1 

Avoiding the exchange of bishop for knight, which Benko could have taken taken advantage of 

on the previous move. 

 

16...Rad8 17.Rfe1 Rfe8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-trr+k+0 
7zplwq-+pzp-0 
6-zp-vlpsn-zp0 
5+-zpnsN-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+LzP-+N+-0 
2PzP-+QzPPzP0 
1+-vLRtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Thus, the opening is finished and the middlegame has been reached.  White disposes of a lot of 

space.  His usual plan is to carry out the advance c3–c4, after which the black knight will be forced 

to abandon the central square, and to fianchetto the dark-squared bishop on the diagonal a1–h8.   

 

But this time I chose a different plan. 

 

18.a3 Qc8 19.Ba4 Rf8 20.dxc5 

A critical decision, since White to a certain extent loses his superiority in the centre.  Perhaps a 

more flexible move is 20.Bc2, for the time being not determining his later plans. 

 

20...bxc5 21.Bb5 Nb6 22.Bd3 Qc7 23.h3 Bd5 24.c4 Ba8 25.b3 Nbd7 

Black does not see a clear plan and naturally exchanges pieces, stiving to clarify the situation. 

 

26.Bc2 Nxe5 27.Nxe5 Bxe5 28.Qxe5 Qxe5 29.Rxe5 Be4 

It was on precisely this move that my opponent had pinned great hopes. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-trk+0 
7zp-+-+pzp-0 
6-+-+psn-zp0 
5+-zp-tR-+-0 
4-+P+l+-+0 
3zPP+-+-+P0 
2-+L+-zPP+0 
1+-vLR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
30.Rxd8 Rxd8 31.Bxe4 Rd1+ 32.Kh2 Rxc1 

32...Nd7 gives Black nothing in view of 33.Bb2 Nxe5 34.Bxe5 Re1 35.f3 f5 36.Bg3. 

 

33.Bc6 

This move determines White's significant advantage in the endgame, since it now proves to be 

impossible to defend the c5–pawn. 

 

33...Ra1 34.Rxc5 Rxa3 35.Ba4 Ne4 36.Rc7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7zp-tR-+pzp-0 
6-+-+p+-zp0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4L+P+n+-+0 
3trP+-+-+P0 
2-+-+-zPPmK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
During the game I was convinced of the fact that this continuation is stronger than 36.Rc8+ Kh7 

37.Rc7, on account of 37...Nc3. 

 

In the present position is seemed to me that strongest is the move 36...Kf8, not permitting the 

white bishop to reach the square e8.  In this case it would have to be shown whether or not White 

has a win.  After the reply of my opponent, however, 36...Nd2, Black's position is hopeless. 

 

In connection with this, there arises the question of whether or not White would have obtained 



greater chances after 36.Rc8+ Kh7 37.Rc7 Nc3 38.Be8!?. 

 

36...Nd2 37.Be8 

The winning move. 

 

37...Nxb3 38.Bxf7+ Kh7 39.h4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7zp-tR-+Lzpk0 
6-+-+p+-zp0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+P+-+-zP0 
3trn+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-zPPmK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
39...h5 

40.h5 was threatened. 

 

40.Bxe6 Nd4 41.Bd5 

Here the game was adjourned, and home analysis showed that Black has no chances whatsoever 

of salvation. 

 

41...Kg6 42.Rd7 Nf5 43.c5 Kf6 44.c6 Ne7 45.c7 Rc3 46.Bb7 a5 47.Rxe7 Kxe7 48.c8Q Rxc8 

49.Bxc8 a4 50.Ba6 

Black resigned. 

 


