
(The annotations to this game, by R. D. Kholmov, are from '64' (№ 44, 1971).  The translation 

from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Fischer – Petrosian 

9th match-game, Candidates’ Final, Buenos Aires, 26th October 1971 

 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nc6 

Petrosian in this match as if obliged himself to choose rare systems of development.  Thus - the 

original variation in the 1st game, the not-often encountered 6...gxf6 followed by a speedy assault on 

the d4–pawn in the 3rd and the interestingly-played system of defence in a quiet variation of the 

Russian Game in the 5th game.  Admittedly, all of this put Fischer out of his stride only for a short 

interval of time.  In the present game too the ex-World Champion aims to turn off the path of 

well-known theoretical variations as quickly as possible.  But this decision was naturally influenced 

too by the almost hopeless situation in the match. 

 

4.Nf3 

In the game Suetin-Gulko (Sochi, 1970), Petrosian's trainer played immediately 4.e5. 

 

4...Nf6 5.exd5 

Also possible was 5.e5, but with the prevailing situation in the match, Fischer seeks a clearer path. 

 

5...exd5 6.Bb5 Bg4 7.h3 Bxf3 8.Qxf3 Be7 9.Bg5 a6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqk+-tr0 
7+pzp-vlpzpp0 
6p+n+-sn-+0 
5+L+p+-vL-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-sN-+Q+P0 
2PzPP+-zPP+0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
This move was unanimously criticised by Petrosian and his trainers.  Instead of it there was 

proposed 9...0–0 and on 10.0–0–0 Ne8.  Now in the case of 11.Bxe7 Nxe7 Black's position is 

perfectly reliable.  However, after 11.Be3 White's position should all the same be preferred, since 

on there follows 11...Nf6 12.g4, while on 11...a6 - 12.Bd3 Nb4 13.Be2 with the better prospects for 

White.  Clearly, a level game was given by 9...Qd6! 10.0–0–0 0–0–0. 

 

Instead now White is the first to occupy the only open file, and this determines his advantage. 



 

10.Bxc6+ bxc6 11.0–0 0–0 12.Rfe1 

It transpires that it is not so simple for Black to rid himself of the pressure on the e-file. 

 

12...h6 13.Bh4 Qd7 

Perhaps it was worth trying to open a 'safety valve': 13...Re8 14.Re3 Ne4! 15.Bxe7 Qxe7 16.Rae1 

Qb4! 17.Nxe4 dxe4 18.Rxe4 Qxe1+ 19.Rxe1 Rxe1+ 20.Kh2 Re6 - and to seek salvation in this 

endgame?  In what follows, White's pressure becomes all the more noticeable. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+-zpqvlpzp-0 
6p+p+-sn-zp0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-vL0 
3+-sN-+Q+P0 
2PzPP+-zPP+0 
1tR-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
14.Re2! 

While White has a clear-cut plan - to increase the pressure on the e-file and in some cases to 

exploit the weakness of the pawn islands on the queen's flank, Black lacks this.  It is difficult for 

him to 'latch onto' anything. 

 

14...a5 15.Rae1 Bd8 16.b3 Rb8 

A discharging operation does not ease the situation: 16...Re8 17.Rxe8+ Nxe8 18.Qg4! f5 19.Qh5 

Nf6 20.Qg6 Ne4 21.Bxd8 Rxd8 22.Na4!, and Black's position remains fairly unpleasant.  For 

example, 22...Rf8 23.f3 Rf6 24.Qh5 Ng3 25.Qh4 Qd6 26.Re5 f4 27.Nc5; or 22...Qd6 23.Qxf5 

Rf8 24.Qe5!. 

 

17.Na4 Ne4 

Black temporarily establishes his knight on the central square.  However, its position is insecure, 

as White demonstrates a few moves later. 

 

18.Bxd8 Rbxd8! 

Some chessplayers believed that better is 18...Rfxd8.  However, the ex-World Champion played 

correctly.  After 18...fxd8? 19.Nc5! Ng5 (19...Nxc5 20.Re7! - here is where the absence of the 

rook from f8 tells!) 20.Nxd7 Nxf3+ 21.gxf3 Rxd7 22.Re8+ Rxe8 23.Rxe8+ Kh7 24.Ra8 Re7 25.Kf1! 

the endgame is altogether hopeless for Black. 

 



19.Qf4 

Deserving attention is 19.Qd3, intending, after the withdrawal of the opponent's knight, the 

invasion of the white queen at the square a6.  Admittedly, after the move in the game too Black 

does not have many acceptable continuations. 

 

19...Qd6 

Black decides to exchange queens.  The attempt to neutralise the pressure on the open file does 

not improve the situation: 19...Rfe8 20.f3 Qd6 21.Qc1 Ng5 22.Re5! and as previously it is difficult 

for Black to free himself. 

 

20.Qxd6 cxd6? 

Now, exploiting the unstable position of the black knight, White organises an offensive on the 

queen's flank.  Better was 20...Nxd6.  If now 21.Re7, then 21...Rfe8! 22.Kf1 Rxe7 23.Rxe7 Rc8, 

and the rook is driven from the 7th rank.  If 22.Nc5, 22...Kf8.  If 21.Nc5, 21...Nb5, and this 

counter-attack gives Black reasonable practical chances. 

 

21.c4! 

Fischer does not miss such possibilities! 

 

21...Nf6 22.Rc1 

White directs his main blow along the c-file. 

 

22...Rb8 

Black agrees to the creation of doubled pawns in the centre, since the c-pawn could not be held.  

On 22...Rc8 there could follow 23.Rec2. 

 

23.cxd5 cxd5 24.f3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-tr-+-trk+0 
7+-+-+pzp-0 
6-+-zp-sn-zp0 
5zp-+p+-+-0 
4N+-zP-+-+0 
3+P+-+P+P0 
2P+-+R+P+0 
1+-tR-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
24...Nh5? 

It seems to me that greater chances were retained by 24...Rfc8, activating the second rook.  If 



now 25.Rec2, then 25...Rxc2 26.Rxc2 Rb4 27.Rc8+ Kh7 28.Ra8 Rxd4 29.Rxa5 Rd2!, and why is 

Black worse?  Possibly, White should play 27.Rd2 and transfer the king to e3, but all this would 

not have been so clear. 

 

Instead now the white rook becomes very active. 

 

25.Rc6 Nf4 26.Rd2 Rfe8 

At this moment Black clearly sensed that he had not exploited his chances, but already nothing 

better was apparent.  On 26...Rfd8 there would have followed 27.Nb6 with an overwhelming 

position. 

 

But the desperate counter-attack undertaken by Black leads only to heavy loss of material. 

 

27.Rxd6 Re1+ 28.Kf2 Rh1 29.Kg3 Nh5+ 

If 29...g5, then 30.Nc3!, and White should win. 

 

30.Kh4 g6 

On 30...Nf4 there would have followed 31.Kg4!. 

 

31.Rxd5 Re8 

For Black nothing remains other than to seek the possibility of a mating attack. 

 

32.Rxa5 Ree1 33.Nc3 Nf4 34.Kg4 Ne6 35.Re5 f5+ 36.Kg3 f4+ 37.Kh4 Kh7 38.Ne4 g5+ 

39.Kg4 Ng7 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-snk0 
6-+-+-+-zp0 
5+-+-tR-zp-0 
4-+-zPNzpK+0 
3+P+-+P+P0 
2P+-tR-+P+0 
1+-+-tr-+r0 
xabcdefghy 

 
40.Nxg5+ 

White gives up a piece, simplifying the position and taking the game into an easily-won ending. 

 

40...hxg5 41.Rxe1 Rxe1 42.Kxg5 Ne6+ 43.Kf5 Re2 44.Rxe2 Nxd4+ 45.Ke5 Nxe2 46.a4 

Black resigned. 


