
(The annotations to this game, by L. A. Polugaevsky, are from '64' (№ 43, 1971).  The translation 

from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Petrosian's play in the first five games deserves the highest praise.  And the matter here consists 

not only in the deeply-thought-out opening preparation of the Soviet grandmaster, his intelligent 

tactical manoeuvring and the choice of opening schemes.  In all of these games Petrosian 

distinguished himself by his enviable stability and confidence.  Essentially, despite the balanced 

score, one sensed a definite superiority in the play of our grandmaster, who was able to direct the 

struggle along lines favourable to himself.  To many it seemed that in the 6th game Petrosian, 

having White, would try to 'press' Fischer.  But paradoxically, it was in this very encounter that 

Petrosian suffered an incomprehensible failure. 

 

The exhausting struggle, especially the analysis of the adjourned position, undoubtedly deprived 

him of a lot of strength and this clearly told in the following encounter.The situation in the 7th 

game again developed extremely unfavourably for Petrosian, who already in the opening fell into a 

difficult situation. 

 

Fischer – Petrosian 

7th match-game, Candidates’ Final, Buenos Aires, 19th October 1971 

 
1.e4 c5 

Thus, the uncompromising Sicilian Defence. 

 

2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 

In the 1st match-game Petrosian had played 4...Nc6. 

 

5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Nxc6 bxc6 7.0–0 d5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqkvlntr0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6p+p+p+-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-+L+-+-0 
2PzPP+-zPPzP0 
1tRNvLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
8.c4 

Recently, 8.Nd2 has more often been encountered.  This move underwent thorough testing in 



the second Spassky-Petrosian match.  The continuation in the game, which is in general fairly well 

known, had evidently been specially 'elaborated' by Fischer for the match. 

 

8...Nf6 9.cxd5 cxd5 10.exd5 exd5 

Theory considers 10...Nxd5 to be the strongest.  After 11.Be4 Black has a choice between 

11...Ra7 and 11...Be7 12.Nc3 Bb7 13.Qa4+ Qd7 14.Qxd7+ Kxd7 15.Rd1, as occurred in the game 

Averbakh-Taimanov from the 27th USSR Championship.  It may be supposed that Fischer had 

found some sort of 'potent drug' in this variation. 

 

Petrosian sets out on a fundamentally different path, but as the course of the game shows, he fails 

to achieve equality. 

 

11.Nc3! 

White thought over this move for 20 minutes.  It proves to be much more effective than 11.Be3 

Be7 12.Bd4 0–0. 

 

11...Be7 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqk+-tr0 
7+-+-vlpzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-sNL+-+-0 
2PzP-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-vLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
12.Qa4+! 

This at first sight innocuous check is in fact surprisingly venomous.  Unexceptedly, Black is once 

again faced with difficult problems.  Petrosian thought for a long time. 

 

12...Qd7 

Black probably did not like 12...Bd7 13.Qc2! 0–0 14.Bg5.  All the same, 12...Bd7 was the best 

way out of the situation that had arisen.  Firstly, in the above variation not everything is so clear: 

Black has the reply 14...d4, and secondly, on it is possible to play 13...Be6 14.Bg5 h6 15.Bxf6 Bxf6 

16.Qa4+ Kf8 (16...Qd7? 17.Bb5), and although Black's chances are worse, he can organise a 

tenacious resistance.  Besides 13...Be6, deserving attention is 13...d4!? 14.Ne4 (stronger is 14.Ne2) 

14...Nxe4 15.Bxe4 Rc8 followed by 16...Bb5. 

 



13.Re1 

The acceptance of the exchange - 13.Bb5 axb5 14.Qxa8 0–0 - would have permitted Black to 

seize the initiative. 

 

13...Qxa4 14.Nxa4 Be6 15.Be3  

The resultant endgame proves to be very difficult for Black.  White has a pawn majority on the 

queen's flank, whereas Black's central pawn is reliably blockaded.  In addition to everything else, 

Fischer manages to carry out the exchange of dark-squared bishops and to occupy the important 

c5–square. 

 

15...0–0 

The attempt to interfere with White's idea by means of 15...Nd7 did not bring any particular 

relief in view of 16.f4 g6 17.Bd4 0–0 18.Rac1 with a serious positional advantage. 

 

16.Bc5 Rfe8 17.Bxe7 Rxe7 18.b4! Kf8 19.Nc5 Bc8 20.f3 Rea7 

There is nothing better.  In the case of 20...Rxe1+ 21.Rxe1 Black's pieces would prove to be tied 

to the defence of the a6–pawn. 

 

21.Re5 Bd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-mk-+0 
7tr-+l+pzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-sNptR-+-0 
4-zP-+-+-+0 
3+-+L+P+-0 
2P+-+-+PzP0 
1tR-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
22.Nxd7+ 

Very characteristic of the creativity of today's Fischer.  He often resorts to the possibility of 

transforming one type of advantage into another.  Thus in the present position too, he readily parts 

with his strong knight, exchanging it for what is in general a bad bishop, and obtains a position of a 

qualitatively different type in which White's bishop will dominate over the knight. 

 

Had White played the natural 22.a4 (in order to prevent 22...Bb5), Black would have replied 

22...Bc6, preparing 23...Nd7. 

 

22...Rxd7 23.Rc1 Rd6 



Defending against 24.Rc6, and freeing the square d7 for the knight. 

 

24.Rc7 Nd7 25.Re2  g6 

Black is in a peculiar zugzwang: on 25...a5 there follows 26.b5, while 25...Nb6 permits White's 

second rook to invade on the 7th rank. 

 

26.Kf2 h5 27.f4 h4 

Naturally, Black's position is cheerless, but all the same Petrosian ought to have decided on 

27...Nb6, in order on 28.Ree7 Rf6 to try to complicate the play. 

 

28.Kf3 f5 

Denuding the 7th rank still further and losing any remaining counter-chances. 

 

29.Ke3 d4+ 

Also hopeless is 29...Nf6 30.Kd4 Ne4 31.Rec2. 

 

30.Kd2 Nb6 31.Ree7 Nd5 32.Rf7+ Ke8 33.Rb7 Nxb4 34.Bc4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+-+0 
7+R+-+R+-0 
6p+-tr-+p+0 
5+-+-+p+-0 
4-snLzp-zP-zp0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2P+-mK-+PzP0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Black resigned. 


