
(The annotations to this game, by S. A. Furman and V. L. Korchnoi, are from '64' (№ 43, 1971).  

The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Fischer – Petrosian 

5th match-game, Candidates’ Final, Buenos Aires, 14th October 1971 

 
1.e4 e5 

The opening repertoire of Petrosian in this match has been very diverse.  However, he did not 

broaden it now, but already in the period of his struggle with B. Spassky, in order to lessen the 

effectiveness of the dangerous weapon of the World Champion - 1.e2–e4!. 

 

2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 4.Nf3 Nxe4 

There is being played one of the main lines of the Russian Game.  Everything is seemingly very 

simple: Black repeats White's moves and achieves equality.  However, modern theory has a 

different opinion on this score.  As a result of the symmetrical play, having the advantage of the 

first move, White without difficulty gains a small but stable advantage without counter-play for the 

opponent.  Such a type of struggle is not to the taste of everyone... 

 

5.d4 

In the match Spassky-Petrosian (1969) White twice continued 5.Qe2 Qe7 6.d3, but did not 

achieve success - both encounters ended in a draw. 

 

5...Nf6 The other continuation is 5...d5.  However, as theory shows, White, attacking the 

d5–square with c2–c4, gains an advantage due to his superiority in development. 

 

6.Bd3 Be7 7.h3 

To this move the opening handbooks attach an exclamation mark: the possibilities of Black, who 

is restricted in space, are limited still further. 

 

7...0–0 8.0–0 c6 9.Re1 Nbd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwq-trk+0 
7zpp+nvlpzpp0 
6-+pzp-sn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+L+N+P0 
2PzPP+-zPP+0 
1tRNvLQtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
10.Bf4 

Out of habit, Fischer plays the opening expansively, but, perhaps, he still does not have a plan in 

mind.  It was worth delaying the exit of the queen's bishop, playing preliminarily 10.c4 and 

11.Nc3.  Also deserving attention is the routing Nb1–d2–f1–g3.  The inaccuracy of the 10th 

move is not significant, but nor did it occur by accident: it proves to be the first in a chain of 

unsuccesful manoeuvres by Fischer in the following stage of the game. 

 

We note that the move of the bishop to f4 by Fischer had been met with already: in this way he 

won v. F. Gheorghiu at Buenos Aires in 1970. 

 

10...Re8 11.c4 Nf8 12.Nc3 a6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqrsnk+0 
7+p+-vlpzpp0 
6p+pzp-sn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+PzP-vL-+0 
3+-sNL+N+P0 
2PzP-+-zPP+0 
1tR-+QtR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Despite the fact that neither side has completed the development of their pieces, the opening may 

be considered to be finished: the time has come for the intended strategic plans. 

 

White has a noticeable advantage in space and should try to increase this advantage, in so doing 

depriving the opponent of counter-play.  Serving this aim is the move 13.d5!.  In the case of 

13...cxd5 14.cxd5 b5 15.b4 Bb7 16.a4! White, beginning play on the queen's flank, puts the 

opponent in a difficult position.  Possibly, Petrosian would have continued 13...c5, but here too 

White's advantage would have been obvious.  Admittedly, Fischer, who plays King's Indian set-ups 

with Black, would have had to fight 'against himself' - the resultant position would have seemed like 

a King's Indian... 

 

13.Qb3?! 

A poor move.  Fischer soon becomes convinced that the queen is badly placed at b3.  Better 

was 13.Qc2 or 13.Qd2. Also deserving attention is 13.a4, but as we can see, Fischer is trying to 

prevent the move ...b7–b5 only with piece place, without moving pawns. 

 

13...Ne6 14.Bh2 



This move too merits criticism.  The bishop remains inactive for a long time, unable to 

participate in the struggle in the centre and on the queen's flank.  Unquestionably, 14.Be3 was 

better. 

 

14...Bf8 15.Re2 b5 16.Qc2 Bb7! 17.Rae1 

No good is the move intented earlier by Fischer -  17.a4.  Black, replying 17...Rb8!, does not 

experience difficulties. 

 

17...g6 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqrvlk+0 
7+l+-+p+p0 
6p+pzpnsnp+0 
5+p+-+-+-0 
4-+PzP-+-+0 
3+-sNL+N+P0 
2PzPQ+RzPPvL0 
1+-+-tR-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
18.b4 

To this move some analysts attached a question mark, believing that after it difficulties arise for 

White.  Meanwhile Petrosian, having exploited White's planless play, already stands well.  There is 

the threat of 18...Qb6, after which White has difficulties with the defence of the d4–pawn. 

 

In the case of 18.cxb5 there would have followed 18...cxb5, and Black's position is clearly the 

more pleasant.  Interesting was 18.d5!? cxd5 19.cxb5 d4 20.Rxe6! followed by 21.Nxd4 with clearly 

sufficient compensation for the sacrificed exchange. 

 

18...bxc4 19.Bxc4 Nc7! 

Naturally, in the case of 19...d5? 20.Bd3 Bxb4 21.Rb1 Qa5 22.Na4 White has an excellent 

position for the pawn. 

 

20.Bb3? 

A mistake.  After 20.Rxe8! (it is essential to deflect one of the knights from the d5–square!) 

20...Ncxe8 21.Qb3 d5 (or 21...Qd7 22.d5!) 22.Bd3 White probably stands very slightly better.  

Now, however, by accurate play Petrosian manages to gain the advantage. 

 

20...Rxe2 21.Rxe2 Ncd5 22.a3 

Slightly better was the immediate exchange at d5 - the exclusion of the pawn move proves to be 



in Black's favour. 

 

22...a5 23.Nxd5 cxd5! 

Black improves his position in the centre; White is forced to go over completely to defence. 

 

24.b5 

Or 24.bxa5 Qxa5 25.a4 Ne4 - White has difficulties in view of the clumsy position of his pieces. 

 

24...a4 25.Ba2 

Or 25.Bxa4 Qa5 and Black takes his choice of either pawn, while the remaining one will be 

difficult for White to defend. 

 

White's pieces are disposed far from optimally; the passive positions of the bishops in particular 

catch the eye.  Now after 25...Qa5!, as indicated by Petrosian immediately after the game, White 

would have been in a tight spot.  After ...Ra8–c8 and ...Nf6–e4 Black invades at the c3–square with 

the knight.  However, the natural move in the game also does not let slip the advantage. 

 

25...Qb6 26.Qb1 

If 26.Qd3 Ra5 27.Rb2, then 27...Ba6! wins the pawn. 

 

26...Ra5 27.Rb2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-vlk+0 
7+l+-+p+p0 
6-wq-zp-snp+0 
5trP+p+-+-0 
4p+-zP-+-+0 
3zP-+-+N+P0 
2LtR-+-zPPvL0 
1+Q+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
27...Ne4?! 

Obvious, but evidently not the best move.  27...Ne8!, indicated by the Leningrad master 

Klaman, led after the inevitable ...e8–c7 to the win of the b5–pawn.  With good defence White 

in this case too retained drawing chances in the endgame, since Black had no passed pawns, but the 

difficulties to be overcome would have been significant. 

 

28.Bf4 Nc3 

Petrosian takes the decision to force drawing exchanges.  After 28...Bg7 29.Be3 Black has no 



path to the further strengthening of his game - it takes too long to return with the major pieces from 

their unsuccesful positions at a5 and b6. 

 

29.Qc2 Rxb5 

Or 29...Nxa2 30.Rxa2 Qxb5 31.Rb2, and the white pieces penetrate into the opponent's camp... 

 

30.Rxb5 Nxb5 31.Qxa4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-vlk+0 
7+l+-+p+p0 
6-wq-zp-+p+0 
5+n+p+-+-0 
4Q+-zP-vL-+0 
3zP-+-+N+P0 
2L+-+-zPP+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
31...Qa6! 

For the draw the a-pawn must be won - after the exchange of queens it is lost. 

 

32.Qxa6 Bxa6 33.Be3 

Impossible were both 33.Bxd5 and 33.a4 on account of 33...Nc3 winning a piece. 

 

33...Nxa3 34.Bxd5 Bc4 35.Bc6 Nc2 36.Bd2 Be2 37.Be4 Bxf3 38.Bxc2 Bd5 

Agreed drawn. 

 

 


