
(The annotations to this game, by S. A. Furman and V. L. Korchnoi, are from '64' (№ 41, 1971).  

The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Fischer – Petrosian 

3rd match-game, Candidates’ Final, Buenos Aires, 7th October 1971 

 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 dxe4 5.Nxe4 

R. Fischer had already played this position against T. Petrosian on one occasion! 

 

5...Be7 

At Curaçao in 1962, Petrosian had played  5...Nbd7 - after a quiet manoeuvring struggle the 

game concluded in a draw. 

 

6.Bxf6 gxf6?! 

Theory gives preference to the piece-capture at f6, but Petrosian has long been inclined towards 

6...gxf6.  The move looks risky in a match against Fischer, but Petrosian is also taking into account 

the tastes of his opponent! 

 

7.g3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnlwqk+-tr0 
7zppzp-vlp+p0 
6-+-+pzp-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-zPN+-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PzPP+-zP-zP0 
1tR-+QmKLsNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
While Fischer also has a weakness for this move!  Greater difficulties are furnished for Black by 

straightforward development with 7.Nf3 b6 8.Bc4 Bb7 9.Qe2 followed by castling long.  Thus, in 

particular, developed the game Korchnoi-Petrosian from the Sporting Societies' team championship 

of 1961, which ended in White's victory. 

 

The move 7.g3 prevents the fianchetto of the bishop at b7 and therefore seems very strong.  In 

the practice of great opening experts it has been encountered many times.  For example, in the 12th 

USSR Championship in the game Smyslov-Boleslavsky there occurred 7...Bd7 8.Nf3! Bc6 9.Qe2 

Qd5 10.Ned2, and White gained an advantage.  In approximately the same way Fischer won 

against Minev at the Olympiad in Varna in 1962... 



 

7...f5! 8.Nc3 Bf6 9.Nge2 

If 9.Nf3, then 9...c5 10.dxc5 Qa5, and Black has good play. 

 

9...Nc6 

As long ago as 1932, in the tournament at Sliač, Flohr continued 9...c6 in this position and 

naturally obtained a difficult game.  Petrosian's novelty changes the assessment of the variation. 

 

10.d5 exd5 11.Nxd5 Bxb2 12.Bg2 0–0 13.0–0  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwq-trk+0 
7zppzp-+p+p0 
6-+n+-+-+0 
5+-+N+p+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2PvlP+NzPLzP0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
What are the results of the opening?  White has lost a pawn.  The compensation - the weakness 

of Black's king's flank and White's slight advantage in development - appear insufficient; after all, if 

Black manages to avoid a direct attack on the king's flank, then sooner or later in an endgame the 

weakness of White's queen-side pawns will tell.  I think that Petrosian assessed the position in the 

same way. 

 

13...Bh8 

There is no point in taking at a1 - Black's position is good without this, while to give up the 

strong bishop, which fulfills important defensive functions, would be a shame.  To demonstrate the 

strength of White's attack with variations is difficult, but it is clear that Black would have to solve 

difficult problems. 

 

For example, after 13...Bxa1 14.Qxa1 f6 15.Nef4 Ne5 16.Nh5 c6 17.Ndxf6+ Rxf6 18.Qxe5 Rf7 

19.Re1 Bd7 Black has managed to repulse the first assault of the white pieces, but it is clear that to 

win the resultant position for Black is difficult in view of the insecure position of his king.  After 

14...f6 White can also play 15.Rd1 with the threat of 16.Nb6.  If 15...Bd7, then White's attack 

gains significantly in strength: 16.Nef4 Ne5 17.Nh5 c6 18.Ndxf6+ Rxf6 19.Qxe5 Rf7 20.Rd6, and 

21.Nf6+ is unavoidable.  On 15.Rd1 correct is 15...Ne5 16.Nb6 axb6 17.Rxd8 Rxd8 18.Nf4 Kf7, 

and Black is better.  It is possible that if Petrosian had been behind in the match, he would have 

taken the exchange, but now he perfectly reasonably considered it unnecessary and retreated the 



bishop. 

 

Admittedly, the square to which the bishop moved was not chosen too succesfully, and a short 

time later Black returns it to the 'correct' square g7.  He ought, without losing time, to have 

immediately returned it to g7.  In the case of 14.Nef4 Ne5 15.Nh5 (was it not this manoeuvre that 

Petrosian feared?) 15...c6 16.Nxg7 Kxg7 17.Qe2 (while what can White do without the queens?) 

17...Re8 or 17...Ng6 Black stands well. 

 

14.Nef4 Ne5 

Black's knight travels along the route ...c6–e5–g6–e7.  Black, who is behind in development, 

cannot play 14...Ne7, placing under exchange one of his few developed pieces.  After 15.Nxe7+ 

Qxe7 16.Re1 White has an easy game. 

 

15.Qh5 Ng6 16.Rad1 c6 17.Ne3 Qf6 18.Kh1 

Intending to place the bishop at h3, White removes the king from the g-file.  Otherwise Black 

exchanges queens - 18.Bh3 Nxf4 19.gxf4 Qg6+. 

 

18...Bg7 19.Bh3 Ne7 20.Rd3 Be6 21.Rfd1 Bh6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7zpp+-snp+p0 
6-+p+lwq-vl0 
5+-+-+p+Q0 
4-+-+-sN-+0 
3+-+RsN-zPL0 
2P+P+-zP-zP0 
1+-+R+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
After a not completely succesful opening, by purposeful play Fischer has managed to demonstrate 

that White's initiative is sufficient to achieve equality.  But at this point the American begins to 

play inaccurately, and soon Petrosian achieves a clear advantage.  Serious attention is merited by 

22.Nxe6.  This move, naturally, 'slurs' the strategic pattern of White's play (the blockade of the 

king-side weaknesses), but in concrete terms it is perfectly acceptable: 22...fxe6 23.Rd7 Bxe3 (there 

was threatened not only the capture at b7, but also 24.Rxe7) 24.fxe3 Rab8 25.e4! Rf7 26.Re1 - 

White's initiative compensates in full for the insignificant material loss. 

 

22.Rd4 Bxf4 23.Rxf4 Rad8 24.Rxd8? 

A second mistake, after which Black's advantage becomes unquestionable.  Obligatory was 

24.Rb1!, and if 24...Qg6, then 25.Qf3 Rd7 26.Kg1!, and White should regain the f5–pawn in a 



favourable situation. 

 

24...Rxd8 25.Bxf5 

No good is 25.Nxf5 Qa1+ 26.Kg2 Bd5+ 27.f3 Ng6, and the white king is in a desperate 

situation; on the withdrawal of the rook, for example, to h4, winning is 28...Bxf3+ with a mating 

attack. 

 

25...Nxf5 26.Nxf5 Rd5! 

Nothing is given by 26...Bd5+? 27.f3 Kh8 28.Nh6, and the initiative is already with White. 

 

27.g4 

Clearly, 27.Nh6+ Kg7 loses immediately. 

 

27...Bxf5 28.gxf5 h6 29.h3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+k+0 
7zpp+-+p+-0 
6-+p+-wq-zp0 
5+-+r+P+Q0 
4-+-+-tR-+0 
3+-+-+-+P0 
2P+P+-zP-+0 
1+-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
29...Kh7 

Having achieved a technically winning position, Petrosian begins to mark time, counting on 

adjourning the game and identifying a winning plan at his leisure, the more so since at this point 

there was not enough time for thought remaining. 

 

Meanwhile, deserving attention was the energetic 29...Rd2!.  After 30.Qf3 Rxc2 31.Qe4 Rd2 

32.Qe8+ Kh7 33.Rg4 Rd8 Black returns in time, repulsing the threats. Or 31.Qe3 Kh7! 32.Qxa7 

(32.Rg4 Qxf5 33.Qe8? Qf3+ and Black mates first) 32...Qg5 33.Qe3 Rxa2, and Black wins. 

 

30.Qe2 Qe5 31.Qh5 Qf6 32.Qe2 Re5 

Now it is more difficult for Black than earlier, at the 29th move, to realise his positional 

advantage: in a number of variations he has to think of the defence of his own king.  All the same, 

without particular risk it was possible to go to g5 with the queen.  For example, 32...Qg5 33.Qf3 

Rd2 34.f6 Qd5! or 34.Rg4 Qf6 35.Qe3 Rd1+ 36.Kg2 Qxf5 37.Qe8 Qd5+! and Black, exchanging 

rooks, obtains a won queen-endgame. 



 

33.Qd3 Rd5? 

A gross technical mistake, which is not uncommon in grandmaster practice in conditions of 

zeitnot.  After 33...b5, as previously Black had good chances of victory. 

 

Now, however, after 34.Qe2 the position is repeated for the third time.  At Fischer's request, the 

game was declared drawn. 

 

 


