
(This game appears in Szabo's My Best Games of Chess (Pergamon Press, 1986); the translation from 

the original Hungarian is by Sándor Eszenyi, with a revision by Ralph Kinnear.) 

 

Smyslov (Moscow) – Szabó (Budapest) 

3rd round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Budapest 1949 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.g3 g6 4.Bg2 Bg7 5.Nge2 

Smyslov stuck to the Closed System against the Sicilian Defence for decades.  Considering his 

style, this is perfectly understandable, for few were his equals in strategic knowledge, while the open 

handling of this opening invariably leads to 'hand-to-hand' fighting.  Precisely because of his 

immense experience, I now find it strange that he continued with the move in the text and not with 

5.d3 , which gives the possibility of 5...e6 6.Be3 Nd4 7.Nce2!. 

 

5...d6 6.d3 e6 7.0–0 Nge7 8.Bd2 

This bishop move seems to be too modest, but the whole handling of the opening bears the mark 

of unpretentiousness.  Or did my opponent reckon that he could better test my patience through 

delaying tactics than by seeking contact with the enemy forces in the opening stage? 

 

8...0–0 9.h3 h6 10.Kh2 Rb8 11.Qc1 

Now, since the h-pawn can be defended with ...Kh7, the queen move is innefectual; indeed, even 

its connection with the king-side is broken by White's subsequent plan. 

 

11...Kh7 12.f4 b5 13.g4 

Were Black to allow White to develop undisturbed on the king-side, then this move would fit 

perfectly into the concept of the attack; but Black's reply is already a warning of counterplay under 

preparation, made possible precisely by the exposed position of the white king.  13.Nd1 followed 

by Nf2; or perhaps 13.Ng1-f3 looks natural, but either of these have the disadvantage that Black can 

achieve dominance in the centre. 

 

13...f5 14.Ng3 Nd4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trlwq-tr-+0 
7zp-+-sn-vlk0 
6-+-zpp+pzp0 
5+pzp-+p+-0 
4-+-snPzPP+0 
3+-sNP+-sNP0 
2PzPPvL-+LmK0 
1tR-wQ-+R+-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
15.Nd1? 

15.Nce2 was necessary in order to make the d4–knight exchangeable in the event of a 

continuation as in the actual game, and to make sure that the queen is not cut off from the 

king-side, even for a moment. 

 

15...fxg4 16.hxg4 e5! 17.f5 gxf5 18.gxf5 Nexf5! 19.exf5 

If 19.Nxf5, then after 19...Rxf5! 20.exf5 Qh4+ 21.Bh3 Bxf5 22.Rxf5 (in the event of 22.Nf2, 

22...Ne2 leads to a similar win) 22...Nxf5 there is no defence against ...Qg3+ and ...Qxh3+. 

 

19...Qh4+ 20.Bh3 Nxf5 21.Nxf5 Rxf5! 

The sacrifice 'denuded' the white king-side, and now it is very clear that in fact five black pieces 

threaten the white king and its two defensive ones.  Its prospects are not too rosy! 

 

22.Be1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trl+-+-+0 
7zp-+-+-vlk0 
6-+-zp-+-zp0 
5+pzp-zpr+-0 
4-+-+-+-wq0 
3+-+P+-+L0 
2PzPP+-+-mK0 
1tR-wQNvLR+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
22...Qh5? 

What a pity for this shilly-shallying.  22...Qxh3+! 23.Kxh3 Rxf1+ 24.Kg2 Rxe1 (with the threat 

of 25...Bb7+) would have emphasised still further the preponderance of black pieces on the 

king-side, since the white rook is still far removed from the action. 

 

23.Rxf5 Bxf5 24.Qe3? 

Black could have paid the price for his oversight at the 23rd move, had White now organised his 

defence with 24.Nf2 , instead of moving his queen.  Then White could answer 24...e4 with 

25.Bc3!, and the g7–bishop could no longer take part in the battle for the life of the white king. 

 

24...e4 25.Kg2 

This move is useful only for unpinning; serious problems now arise on the g-file, and this move 

does not help them.  Had 25.Nf2 been played, 25...Bd4 would have already have destroyed all 

resistance. 



 

25...Rg8 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+r+0 
7zp-+-+-vlk0 
6-+-zp-+-zp0 
5+pzp-+l+q0 
4-+-+p+-+0 
3+-+PwQ-+L0 
2PzPP+-+K+0 
1tR-+NvL-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26.Bxf5+ Qxf5 27.Bg3 Be5 28.Qxe4 Rxg3+ 29.Kh1 Qxe4+ 

Thus, White has escaped the mating attack, but is left with a worse ending in which, owing to the 

poor placing of his pieces, he cannot avoid further material loss. 

 

30.dxe4 Rg4 

Here, naturally, more than one road leads to Rome. 

 

31.Nf2 Rf4 32.Kg2 Bd4 33.Nd3 Rxe4 34.c3 Re2+ 

White resigned. 


