
(This game is annotated by Vasily Smyslov in Izbrannie Partii (Fizkultura i Sport, Moscow 1952).  

The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Smyslov (Moscow) – Flórián (Budapest) 

13th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Moscow 1949 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.Qb3 dxc4 6.Qxc4 0–0 7.e4 

White creates a strong pawn centre.  For the struggle against White's central pawns here the 

following systems have been proposed:  

1) the plan of piece play with 7...Bg4 8.Be3 Nfd7 

2) a pawn-offensive on the queen's flank in association with the moves 7...c6 8.Be2 b5 etc. 

 

7...Na6 

The move of the knight to a6 is directed at the preparation of the advance ...c7–c5, thereby 

shaking the foundations of the white pawns in the centre. 

 

8.Be2 c5 9.d5 e6 10.0–0 exd5 11.exd5 Qa5 

Black continues to develop and threatens to activate his game with the transfer of the queen to 

b4.  To this end preferable was 11...Qb6, disposing the queen in a more favourable position. 

 

12.a3 

It is necessary to limit the activity of the enemy queen, depriving it of the square b4. 

 

12...Bf5 13.Qh4 

The opening development is essentially completed.  The last move reveals White's intention to 

attack on the king's flank. 

 

13...Rfe8 14.Bh6 Ne4 15.Bxg7 Kxg7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+-+0 
7zpp+-+pmkp0 
6n+-+-+p+0 
5wq-zpP+l+-0 
4-+-+n+-wQ0 
3zP-sN-+N+-0 
2-zP-+LzPPzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
16.Ng5! 



A sharp attacking manoeuvre, involving the sacrifice of a piece. 

 

Serious threats now hang over the position of the black king; therefore White's dangerous knight 

ought to have been eliminated with 16...Nxg5 17.Qxg5 Qd8.  Worse is the other continuation 

16...Nf6 in view of 17.f3, creating a strongpoint in the centre for the transfer of a knight to e4. 

 

16...Nxc3 

Black avoids going over to defence and enters the thorny path of combinational complications. 

 

17.Qxh7+ Kf6 18.bxc3 

There has arisen an interesting position, where Black can take either minor piece, according to 

choice.  On 18...Rxe2 there could follow 19.f4! with a strong attack.  For example: 

1) 19...Qc7 20.d6 Qd7 21.Rae1 22.Rxe1 Re8 23.Re7! Rxe7 24.Qh8#; 

2) 19...Rf8 20.Qh6! Rfe8 (20...Ke7 21.d6+ Ke8 22.Nh7 etc.) 21.Rae1 Bd3 (21...Rxe1 

22.Nh7+ Ke7 23.Rxe1+ Kd8 24.Qg5+ etc.) 22.Qh4 with the threat of 23.Ne6+.  If now 

22...Ke7, then 23.Ne4+ Kf8 (or 23...f6 24.Rxe2 Bxe2 25.Re1 Qb5 26.d6+ Kd8 27.Nxf6, 

and Black cannot avoid material loss) 24.d6 Kg7 25.f5!, intending to create a mating set-up 

with 26.f6+ and 27.Qh6. 

 

18...Kxg5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+r+-+0 
7zpp+-+p+Q0 
6n+-+-+p+0 
5wq-zpP+lmk-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3zP-zP-+-+-0 
2-+-+LzPPzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
19.Qg7! 

A 'quiet' move with the threat of a mating attack after 20.f4.  Now Black's king does not have a 

square for retreat and is forced to set off on a long journey. 

 

19...Re4 

Of course, on 19...Rxe2 there follows 20.f4+ Kg4 21.h3+ and mate in 2 moves. 

 

20.f4+ Rxf4 21.Rxf4 Kxf4 22.Rf1+ Ke3 

Of no help is 22...Kg5 on account of 23.h4+; if 22...Ke4, then 23.Bc4 with an irresistible attack. 



 

23.Qe5+ Kd2 24.Bc4 Qxc3 25.Rf2+ 

Black resigned. 


