
(The annotations to this game, by Paul Keres, are from Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 6, 1949).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Simagin (Moscow) – Benkő (Budapest) 

14th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Moscow 1949 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 

This continuation can hardly be the cause of any opening difficulties for Black; the capture at c6 

is naturally not a threat. 

 

3...a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 

More natural appears 4...bxc6, reinforcing the centre. 

 

5.h3 

With such moves success cannot be achieved.  Better is 5.d3. 

 

5...e5 

Black now has a good position.  White's opening system has not justified itself. 

 

6.0–0 

In our opinion, premature.  Black now has the possibility of preparing an offensive on the king's 

flank, which has been weakened with the advance h2–h3.  Better was 6.d3, not determining the 

position of the king. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqkvlntr0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+p+-+-+0 
5+-zp-zp-+-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-+-+N+P0 
2PzPPzP-zPP+0 
1tRNvLQ+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
6...f6 

Black can also play more simply: 6...Bd6 and then 7...Ne7 and castling.  The continuation 

chosen by him is much sharper and has in view a swift offensive against the position of the white 

king. 

 

(Translator’s note: Interestingly, Simagin seems to have assessed the current position quite 



differently.  In Luchshie Partii (Fizkultura i Sport, 1963), he writes, concerning the continuation in 

the text: "As it seems to me, Black chooses a stereotyped and incorrect plan.  After castling long, he 

undertakes a pawn storm against White's king's position.  White's chances on the queen's side 

prove to be more real.”  He gives definite preference to the plan with 6...Bd6.) 

 

7.d3 Be6 8.a4 Qd7 

Doubtful is 8...c4 in view of 9.d4, but quite possible was 8...b5, not permitting White to 

blockade the queen-side pawns. 

 

9.a5 0–0–0 

Why?  After the immediate 9...g5 and then 10...h5 Black's attack would have unfolded more 

rapidly.  The threat of 10...c4 is easily repulsed. 

 

10.b3 g5 11.Na3 h5 12.Nc4 Qg7 13.Be3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+ktr-vlntr0 
7+p+-+-wq-0 
6p+p+lzp-+0 
5zP-zp-zp-zpp0 
4-+N+P+-+0 
3+P+PvLN+P0 
2-+P+-zPP+0 
1tR-+Q+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13...g4? 

Black conducts the attack unsuccesfully and gradually falls into the worse position.  As a result 

of Black's mistaken plan White manages to immediately seal the position on the king's flank and to 

defend against dangerous threats. 

 

Meanwhile, the Hungarian master could have gained good chances of a succesful attack with 

13...h4 14.Nh2 Nh6; serious attention is also merited by the pawn sacrifice 13...Ne7! 14.Bxc5 Ng6 

15.Bxf8 Rhxf8.  In this case Black obtains strong pressure, compensating fully for the loss of a 

pawn. 

 

Eloquent evidence of the strength of Black's position is provided by the circumstance that even 

after the poor move 13...g4 he could retain attacking chances. 

 

14.Nh4 gxh3 15.g3 Be7 

Here too he ought to play 15...Ne7! 16.Bxc5 Ng6 17.Bxf8 Rhxf8 18.Nxg6 Qxg6 with a perfectly 



satisfactory position. 

 

16.Kh2 

Possible was 16.Nf5 Bxf5 17.exf5 and if 17...h4 , then 18.Kh2.  However, Black has a stronger 

continuation - 17...Bd6.  For example, 18.Nxd6+ Rxd6 19.Bxc5 Rd5 followed by 20...Nh6 or 

20...Ne7; on 18.Kh2 Black plays 18...Bc7! and then 19...Nh6. 

 

16...Rf8? 

Once again, a loss of time.  It was essential to play immediately 16...f5! 17.Nxf5 Bxf5 18.exf5 

Rf8 with chances of equality. 

 

17.Rg1? 

A serious slip.  Naturally, 17.Nf5 ought to be played. 

 

17...Kb8? 

After 17...f5 18.Nxf5 Bxf5 19.exf5 Rxf5 Black could defend succesfully. 

 

18.Nf5! Bxf5 19.exf5 Qg4? 

All the same 19...Nh6 20.Bxh6 Qxh6 should be played.  The exchange of queens is mistaken. 

 

20.Qxg4 hxg4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-mk-+-trntr0 
7+p+-vl-+-0 
6p+p+-zp-+0 
5zP-zp-zpP+-0 
4-+N+-+p+0 
3+P+PvL-zPp0 
2-+P+-zP-mK0 
1tR-+-+-tR-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21.f3! 

Blowing up Black's pawn chain and preparing the advance of the white g-pawn.  Black lacks 

sufficient counter-play. 

 

21...gxf3 22.Raf1 Bd8 

Black now 'sacrifices' this pawn, but how much better would it have been to do so at the 13th 

move! 

 



(Translator’s note: As Simagin points out, after 22...Nh6 23.Bxh6 White's positional advantage is 

absolutely clear.) 

 

23.Rxf3 

Naturally, not 23.Bxc5 Nh6! 24.Bxf8 Ng4+ 25.Kh1 f2 etc. 

 

23...Bc7 24.Bxc5 Rf7 25.Bb6 

Depriving Black of any final chances associated with the move ...e5–e4. 

 

25...Nh6 26.g4 Rfh7 

On 26...Rg7 there follows 27.g5 fxg5 28.f6 etc., while on 26...Rg8 White simply plays 27.Rxh3. 

 

27.g5 fxg5 28.Rxg5 Nf7 29.Rg6 Kc8 30.Bxc7 Kxc7 31.Rfg3 Rh5 32.Rf6 R5h7 33.Re6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-tr0 
7+pmk-+n+r0 
6p+p+R+-+0 
5zP-+-zpP+-0 
4-+N+-+-+0 
3+P+P+-tRp0 
2-+P+-+-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Winning the e5–pawn, and thereby the game. 

 

33...Kd7 34.Nxe5+ Nxe5 35.Rxe5 c5 36.f6 

Naturally, not 36.Rxc5 Re8!. 

 

36...Rh5 37.Re7+ Kd8 

Or 37...Kd6 38.Rxb7 Re5 39.Re7 etc. 

 

38.Rxb7 Kc8 39.Re7 Rf5 40.f7 Rf2+ 41.Kh1 Rf8 42.Re8+ 

Black resigned. 


