
(The annotations to this game, by Aleksandr Kotov, are from Aleksandr Kotov (Fizkultura i Sport, 

Moscow 1984).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Kotov (Moscow) – Szabó (Budapest) 

7th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Budapest 1949 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 c5 5.dxc5 Nc6 6.Nf3 0–0 7.a3 Bxc5 8.Bg5 

A sharp continuation, but only by playing in this way can White think of seizing the initiative.  

In the case of the cautious 8.e3 Black without difficulty carries out ...d7–d5 and completely equalises 

the play. 

 

8...h6 

(Translator’s note: Later, the continuation 8...Nd4 9.Nxd4 Bxd4 10.e3 Qa5 came to br preferred 

here.) 

 

9.Bh4 g5 

A risky continuation, provoked by a desire to necessarily play for the win.  The quiet 9...Be7 

followed by ...b7–b6 and ...Bc8–b7 or ...d7–d5 was more appropriate here. 

 

10.Bg3 d5 11.e3 Qa5? 12.Nd2! 

The first fine manoeuvre.  In view of the threat of 13.Nb3 Qb6 14.Na4 Black is obliged to run 

back with the queen. 

 

12...Qd8 13.0–0–0 Qe7 14.Nb3 Rd8  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+ltr-+k+0 
7zpp+-wqp+-0 
6-+n+psn-zp0 
5+-vlp+-zp-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3zPNsN-zP-vL-0 
2-zPQ+-zPPzP0 
1+-mKR+L+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15.Nb5! 

This move was very far from easy to find.  In its basis lies the following consideration.  The 

white king cannot feel itself to be in safety, as long as the bishop at c8 is retained.  In the case of the 

opening of the position this bishop can create dangerous threats.  Therefore it is necessary to 

exchange it for a knight and thereby secure for himself complete mastery over the light squares. 



 

15...b6 16.Nc7 Rb8 17.cxd5 exd5 18.Na6! Bxa6 

The light-squared bishop must be given up.  In the case of 18...Rb7 19.Naxc5 bxc5 20.Nxc5 

Rb6 21.Na4 White is left with an extra pawn. 

 

19.Bxa6 Ra8 20.Kb1 

Having secured himself against the threat of ...Bc8–f5, White conceals his king still further and 

only then proceeds to the decisive offensive. 

 

20...Ne5 21.Qf5 Ng6 22.Ka2 Ne4 

Black's situation is difficult.  This is why Szabó begins a difficult continuation in the hope of 

delivering perpetual check.  However, he has failed to take account of an important manoeuvre by 

the white bishop. 

 

23.Rxd5 Rxd5 24.Qxd5 Rd8 25.Qf5 Bxa3 26.Bc4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+k+0 
7zp-+-wqp+-0 
6-zp-+-+nzp0 
5+-+-+Qzp-0 
4-+L+n+-+0 
3vlN+-zP-vL-0 
2KzP-+-zPPzP0 
1+-+-+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
An important intermediate move.  Black must withdraw the g6 knight, in order to defend the 

f7–square. 

 

26...Nh8 27.bxa3 Nc3+ 28.Kb2 Na4+ 29.Kb1 b5 30.Bxb5! 

Accurate play until the end is required.  After 30.Bd3 Ng6 31.Bc2? Qxa3 32.Be5 Nxe5 33.Qxe5 

Rc8 it was still possible to lose the game. 

 

30...Qxa3 

30...Rd5 is of no help on account of 31.Qc8+. 

 

31.Bxa4 Qxa4 32.Kb2 Qb4 33.Rc1 a5 34.Rc8 

Black resigned. 


