
(The annotations to this game, by Aleksandr Kotov, are from Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 6, 1949).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Kotov (Moscow) – Barcza (Budapest) 

14th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Moscow 1949 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 c5 5.Nf3 0–0 6.a3 

This move is incorrect, since the harmonious development of the white pieces is broken.  

Correct is 6.Bd3 and 7.0–0, and only then 8.a3. 

 

6...Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d5 8.Bb2 

It is necessary to play in this way.  If 8.Bd3, then 8...dxc4 9.Bxc4 Qc7 and the bishop has to be 

retreated to a2 or e2. 10.Qe2 is bad on account of 10...cxd4 11.cxd4 b5! 

 

8...Qa5? 

Barcza considers himself obliged to refute the move 8.Bb2, whereas the simple development 

8...Nbd7, ...b7–b6 and ...Bb7 gave him a good game. 

 

9.Nd2 cxd4 10.cxd4 Nbd7 

Weaker is 10...Ne4 11.f3 Nxd2 12.Qxd2 Qxd2+ 13.Kxd2 , and White has an excellent position. 

 

11.Qb3 

I thought over this move for 40 minutes and came to the conclusion that White's retarded 

development is very dangerous and that it is necessary to force the exchange of queens. 

 

11...Ne4 12.Qb4 Qxb4 13.axb4 Nxd2 14.Kxd2 dxc4 15.Bxc4 Nb6 16.Bd3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-trk+0 
7zpp+-+pzpp0 
6-sn-+p+-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-zP-zP-+-+0 
3+-+LzP-+-0 
2-vL-mK-zPPzP0 
1tR-+-+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
16...Bd7 

Undoubtedly, this renders Black's defence more difficult.  Correct was 16...a6, although also 

then 17.b5 axb5 18.Rxa8 Nxa8 19.Bxb5 left White with the advantage. 



 

In general, the presence for White of the two bishops with Black's weak queen-side pawns and 

the active king gives him the basis to count on victory. 

 

17.b5 Rfc8 18.Rhc1 Rxc1 19.Bxc1 Nd5 

A forced manoeuvre.  Otherwise after 20.Ba3 and 21.Bc5 the black pieces are permanently 

restricted. 

 

20.Ba3 Nc7 21.Rb1 f6 22.Bd6 Ne8 23.Bg3 Kf7 24.Ra1 Ke7 25.Kc3 

Aiming at b4 with the king, in order to defend the b5–pawn and to free the d3–bishop for the 

attack. 

 

25...Nd6 26.Kb4 h6 27.e4 Nc8 

In the case of waiting tactics White would have played 28.f3 and then 29.Bf2 and 30.d5 with an 

attack on the a7–pawn.  This would ultimately have forced Black to retreat to c8 with the knight. 

 

28.Bc7 Nd6 29.Bb6 Nc8 30.Bc5+ Ke8 31.Kc3 b6 32.Bb4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+n+k+-+0 
7zp-+l+-zp-0 
6-zp-+pzp-zp0 
5+P+-+-+-0 
4-vL-zPP+-+0 
3+-mKL+-+-0 
2-+-+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
32...a5 

Sacrificing a pawn in order to somehow free his pieces.  A comic situation is obtained after 

32...Rb8 33.d5 exd5 34.exd5 Rb7 35.d6 - the black knight and rook are locked in a cage. 

 

33.bxa6 Na7 34.Kd2! 

There was the threat of 34...Nb5+ with transposition to an endgame with bishops of opposide 

colour. 

 

34...Bb5 35.f4 Bxd3 36.Kxd3 Nb5 37.Kc4 Nc7 38.a7 Kd7 39.d5 exd5+ 40.exd5 Rc8 41.d6  

This move was sealed, and Black resigned the game without resuming.  After 41...Na6+ 42.Kb3 

Nxb4 43.Kxb4 Ra8 44.Kb5 White wins easily. 


