
(The annotations to this game are from Grossmeister Flohr (Fizkultura i Sport, Moscow 1985).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Flohr (Moscow) – Benkő (Budapest) 

15th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Moscow 1949 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 

The Albin Countergambit in recent times has disappeared from tournament practice.  And not 

surprisingly - White easily and in various ways obtains an advantage.  Perhaps P. Benkő had found 

something new in this opening?  No.  This game was played in the penultimate round.  Before 

this Benko, famous for his 'impenetrability', had lost two games.  It seems to me that his choice of 

opening was made from the consideration that all the same he had 'nothing to lose'. 

 

3.dxe5 d4 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.a3 Bg4 

After 5...a5 it will be disadvantageous for Black to castle long.  All the same the following move 

by the opponent should not have been permitted. 

 

6.b4 

Theory recommends 6.Nbd2.  But this advice was given many years ago.  Today such positions 

are assessed differently: let Black regain the pawn, for which White achieves other advantages. 

 

6...a5 7.b5 Bxf3 8.exf3 Nxe5 9.f4 Ng6 10.g3 Bc5 11.Bg2 Qe7+ 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+k+ntr0 
7+pzp-wqpzpp0 
6-+-+-+n+0 
5zpPvl-+-+-0 
4-+Pzp-zP-+0 
3zP-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+-zPLzP0 
1tRNvLQmK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
12.Kf1! 

An unexpected reply.  After the moves Bf3 and Kg2 White will have an excellent position.  In 

the case of the stereotyped 12.Qe2 Black, after the exchange of queens and long castling, would have 

not bad prospects. 

 

12...Rb8 

Only thus can the pawn be defended. 



 

Bad is 12...0–0–0 on account of 13.Qf3. 

 

13.Ra2 Qd6 

Or 13...Qd8 14.Nd2 Nf6 15.Nb3, and then 16.Rd2, and the d-pawn is lost. 

 

14.Nd2 Nf6 15.Nb3 0–0 16.Nxc5 

In the case of 16.Nxa5 Black after 16...c6 obtains some tactical counterchances. 

 

16...Qxc5 17.Qd3 c6 18.a4 cxb5 

If 18...Nd5 , then White plays not 19.Bxd5 cxd5 20.Ba3 Qxc4, and the struggle complicates,; 

but more strongly - 19.Rd2!. 

 

19.axb5 Rfc8 20.Rc2 Qb4 

Black has a difficult position.  In such situations the two bishopss are enormously strong, the 

more so since the black knights have no strongpoints in the centre.  The move played by Benko 

loses rapidly.  Relatively best was 20...Nf8. 

 

21.Bf3 Nf8 

Whereas now the queen ought to have been withdrawn. 

 

22.Ba3 Qa4 23.Rc1  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-trr+-snk+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6-+-+-sn-+0 
5zpP+-+-+-0 
4q+Pzp-zP-+0 
3vL-+Q+LzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-zP0 
1+-tR-+K+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
With a full board the black queen is caught.  There is no defence against the move 24.Bd1.  

Black resigned. 


