
(The annotations to this game, by David Bronstein, are from Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 7, 1949).  The 

translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Bronstein (Moscow) – Szily (Budapest) 

5th round, Match-tournament Budapest v. Moscow, Budapest 1949 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.e4 dxe4 5.Nxe4 Bb4+ 6.Bd2! Qxd4 7.Bxb4 Qxe4+ 8.Be2! Na6 

9.Bc3 f6! 

This continuation, it seems to me, will for a long time serve as the subject of debate between 

chess theoreticians and practicians.  I believe that the chances are approximately level.  For the 

sacrifice pawn White has the freer game and the possibility of a rapid development with good 

attacking chances. 

 

10.Qd6! 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+ntr0 
7zpp+-+-zpp0 
6n+pwQpzp-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+P+q+-+0 
3+-vL-+-+-0 
2PzP-+LzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-sNR0 
xabcdefghy 

 
At d6 the queen occupies a very strong position, acting in all directions.  Black, it is true, has 

various defences, but after each of them White can for a long time maintain an initiative in one way 

or another. 

 

10...Bd7 

Black decides to remove the king to the queen's flank.  Other possibilities of defence are 

10...Ne7, 10...Nh6 or 10...e5. 

 

11.0–0–0 0–0–0 12.Qg3 Qg6 

Black has no other way to prevent the weakening of his pawn position.  For example: 12...g5 

13.Bd3 Qf4+ 14.Qxf4 gxf4 15.g3! fxg3 16.hxg3 h6 17.f4 Nc5 18.Bc2 with excellent play for White,  

or 12...e5 13.Bd3! (not 13.Qxg7 Bf5 14.Rxd8+ Kxd8 and Black has a strong attack) 13...Qf4+? 

14.Qxf4 exf4 15.Ne2, regaining the pawn with the better game. 

 

Thus, Black cannot prevent the white queen from occupying the e3–square.  But in the last 



variation he can play more accurately, thus: 13...Qg4! 14.Qe3 b6 .  However, here too, continuing 

15.h3 Qe6 16.f4!, White retains a good game. 

 

13.Qe3 

If White wishes to conduct the game quietly he could continue 13.Qxg6! hxg6 14.f4! with an 

excellent position.  With the move in the text White decides to play for an attack, not fearing the 

loss of the pawn at g2. 

 

13...b6 

Bad is 13...Kb8 14.Ba5 b6 15.Bxb6!, while after 13...c5 14.Rd6! with the threat of sacrificing the 

exchange at a6, Black is all the same forced into the move ...b7–b6. 

 

14.Nh3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+ktr-+ntr0 
7zp-+l+-zpp0 
6nzpp+pzpq+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+P+-+-+0 
3+-vL-wQ-+N0 
2PzP-+LzPPzP0 
1+-mKR+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
With the threat of Nf4 or f2–f4 and Nh3–f2–e4 White provokes ...e6–e5, after which he opens 

the centre with the move f2–f4!  Such is White's strategic idea. 

 

It is not easy for Black to defend.  For example, 14...e5 15.f4 Qxg2 16.Nf2! (with the threat of 

17.Rdg1) 16...exf4 17.Qxf4 Qg6 18.Ne4! with a strong attack.  Nor is Black's situation eased by 

the exchange of queens, 18...Qh6 19.Nd6+ Kb8 20.Bd2!. 

 

Best of all for Black was, after 14...e5 15.f4 Qxg2 16.Nf2, to play 16...Ne7 17.Bf3 (17.Rdg1 Nf5 

18.Rxg2 Nxe3 19.Rxg7 is not dangerous for Black) 17...Qg6 18.fxe5, which leads to a double-edged 

struggle. 

 

14...Qh6? 

Probably, the first and already decisive mistake.  Black obtains a very restricted position. 

 

15.f4 Ne7 

Only now did Black notice that in reply to 15...e5 there follows the crushing 16.Rxd7!!, and if 



16...Kxd7, then 17.Rd1+ Kc7 18.Rxd8 Kxd8 19.Qd2+!, and Black is defenceless ( 19...Kc7 20.Bg4). 

 

16.g4 

White has deprived the opponent of all the central strongpoints. 

 

16...e5 17.Bd2 

Unpinning the f4–pawn and threatening to attack both knights with the move Qa3. 

 

17...Nc5 18.Qa3 e4 

A final try.  If 19.f5?, then after 19...e3! 20.Bxe3 Qxh3 21.Bxc5 Qxa3 22.Bxa3 c5! Black 

equalises the game. 

 

19.Nf2! Kb7 20.f5 Qh4 21.Be3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+-tr0 
7zpk+lsn-zpp0 
6-zpp+-zp-+0 
5+-sn-+P+-0 
4-+P+p+Pwq0 
3wQ-+-vL-+-0 
2PzP-+LsN-zP0 
1+-mKR+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
White has carried out his plan.  Black has no useful moves. 

 

21...Nd3+ 22.Nxd3 exd3 23.Rxd3 Nxf5 24.Rhd1! 

Black resigned in view of the variation 24...Nxe3 25.Rxd7+ Rxd7 26.Rxd7+ Kc8 27.Qxa7 Qe1+ 

28.Bd1!. 


