
(The annotations to the following game are by Efim Geller, from his report on the Hilversum 

tournament in '64' (№ 30, 1973).  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas 

Griffin.) 

 

I succeeded in playing several quite good games.  Interesting was, for example, my encounter 

with B. Ivkov.  The following game will attract the attention of theoereticians: 

 

Timman – Geller 

9th round, AVRO Tournament, Hilversum, 22nd June 1973 

 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.Nf3 Nf6 5.Bg5 0–0 6.e3 h6 7.Bh4 

This system of the Queen's Gambit, which is associated with the names Tartakower, Makogonov 

and Bondarevsky, has been tested at the very highest level - in matches for the World 

Championship. 

 

7...b6 8.cxd5 Nxd5 9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.Nxd5 exd5 11.Rc1 Be6 12.Qa4 c5 13.Qa3 Rc8 14.Bb5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnr+-+k+0 
7zp-+-wqpzp-0 
6-zp-+l+-zp0 
5+Lzpp+-+-0 
4-+-zP-+-+0 
3wQ-+-zPN+-0 
2PzP-+-zPPzP0 
1+-tR-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Previously, White normally continued 14.Be2.  However, in the tournament at the Central 

House of the Soviet Army (Moscow, 1970), S. Furman employed against me here the then-new 

move 14.Bb5.  Its idea is to provoke the advance of the a-pawn, which weakens this pawn, and 

Black's whole queen's flank.  Our encounter continued as follows: 14...a6 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.0–0 

Ra7 17.Be2 a5 18.Rc3 Nd7 19.Rfc1 , and White gained an advantage. 

 

Soon after this game I found the correct plan of play for Black (14...Qb7), and in the period of 

his preparation for the 1972 World Championship match, Spassky and I examined this continuation 

together.  However, in the 6th game of the match with Fischer, Spassky for some reason preferred 

the old way; as far as the 17th move he followed the above-mentioned Furman-Geller encounter, 

and then played 17...Nd7 18.Nd4 Qf8, but after 19.Nxe6 fxe6 20.e4 obtained the worse game. 

 

14...Qb7! 



I think that this continuation can shake the assessment of the move 14.Bb5.  With the white 

bishop at e2 the aim of this manoeuvre is readily understood - in the case of 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.xc5 

Rxc5 17.Qxc5 there follows 17...Qxb2. 

 

Here, however, Black sacrifices a pawn, intending an altogether different idea.  First and 

foremost there is threatened 15...c4 followed by the rapid advance of the queen-side pawns.  

Timman chooses the most principled continuation. 

 

15.dxc5 bxc5 16.Rxc5 Rxc5 17.Qxc5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-+-+k+0 
7zpq+-+pzp-0 
6-+-+l+-zp0 
5+LwQp+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-zPN+-0 
2PzP-+-zPPzP0 
1+-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
17...Na6! 

This is the whole point!  Black prevents the opponent's castling, since in the case of 18.Qc6 

Qxc6 19.Bxc6 Rb8 (this is more accurate than 19...Rc8) the b-pawn cannot be defended: on 20.b3, 

20...Rc8 wins immediately.  While after 20.0–0 Rxb2 White has too many problems on the 

queen's flank. 

 

(Translator’s note: This move was the real innovation on the part of Geller.  It transpires that in his 

notes to the 6th match-game Fischer-Spassky, written in 1972 and published in a book on the 

World Championship match (De tweekamp Spasski-Fischer 1972), Timman had examined the 

continuation 14...Qb7; however, he considered only 17...a6 18.Bd3 Qxb2, when after 19.0–0 Nd7 

(19...Qxa2 20.Nd4) 20.Qc6 Rb8 21.Nd4 "allows White to hope for a persistent edge".) 

 

18.Bxa6 Qxa6 19.Qa3 

19...Rc8 was threatened. 

 

19...Qc4 20.Kd2 

Better was 20.Qc3, although here too Black has a noticeable advantage, for example after the 

simple 20...Rb8.  White believes that his king will not feel too bad in the centre (he controls the 

dark squares), but it transpires that his king's flank too is weakened. 

 



20...Qg4 21.Rg1 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7zp-+-+pzp-0 
6-+-+l+-zp0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-+-+q+0 
3wQ-+-zPN+-0 
2PzP-mK-zPPzP0 
1+-+-+-tR-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21...d4! 

A breakthrough at White's strongest point.  Now on 22.exd4 I intended to play simply 22...Rb8 - 

one of the threats is 23...Bd5. 

 

22.Nxd4 Qh4 23.Re1 Qxf2+ 24.Re2 Qf1 25.Nxe6 fxe6 

White's extra pawn does not play any role.  Much more significant is the circumstance that his 

king, finding itself under the prospective fire of Black's heavy pieces, cannot fine peace either on the 

queen's or on the king's flank.  Such a position is very difficult to defend. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+k+0 
7zp-+-+-zp-0 
6-+-+p+-zp0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3wQ-+-zP-+-0 
2PzP-mKR+PzP0 
1+-+-+q+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 

26.Qd6 

Defending against 26...Rd8+. 

 

26...Kh8 27.e4 Rc8 

Now the white king has 'no move' onto the queen's wing. 

 



28.Ke3 Rf8 

Cutting it off from the king's as well. 

 

29.Rd2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-tr-mk0 
7zp-+-+-zp-0 
6-+-wQp+-zp0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-+-mK-+-0 
2PzP-tR-+PzP0 
1+-+-+q+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
29...e5! 30.Qxe5 

A decisive mistake, but already good advice was at a premium.  There now follows the final 

attack. 

 

30...Qe1+ 31.Re2 Qg1+ 32.Kd3 Rd8+ 33.Kc3 Qd1 34.Qb5 Qd4+ 35.Kc2 a6! 36.Qxa6 Qc5+ 

White resigned, since he is soon mated. 

 


