
(Tal's comments on this game appear in prose form in ’64’ (№ 16, 1979).  These have been 

incorporated into the score of the game.  The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas 

Griffin.) 

 

In this year the ‘Silver Anniversary’ of my meetings with Boris Spassky was reached.  We first 

met at the board in the Youth Championship of the USSR in 1954.  Then there were very many 

tournaments, one match...  The results were very unattractive for me and the sad thing was that 

until now I had not once managed to win a game with White.  Frankly speaking, I was not too 

beligerently inclinded. 

 

Spassky – Tal 

1st round, ‘Tournament of Stars’, Montréal, 11th April 1979 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.d4 0–0 6.Be2 e5 7.0–0 

Spassky has employed the rather rarely-encountered in his games King's Indian Defence, correctly 

believing that although I was in a peaceable mood, I would all the same not go in for 7.dxe5. 

 

However, it seems that in general my opponent does not like the King's Indian set-up.  At any 

rate, the plan chosen by Spassky is not very new and not very impressive. 

 

7...exd4 8.Nxd4 Re8 9.f3 c6 10.Kh1 d5 11.cxd5 cxd5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsnlwqr+k+0 
7zpp+-+pvlp0 
6-+-+-snp+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4-+-sNP+-+0 
3+-sN-+P+-0 
2PzP-+L+PzP0 
1tR-vLQ+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
12.Bg5 

It is possible that Black under-estimated this move (which, however, had already been 

encountered). 

 

I think that the lesser evil was 12...Nc6, intending to sacrifice the exchange in the variation 

13.Bb5 Qb6 14.Nxc6 bxc6 15.Bxf6 Bxf6 16.Nxd5 cxd5 17.Bxe8 Bb7.  We both assessed this 

position as favourable for White.  However, the continuation occurring in the game proved to be 

still less acceptable. 



 

(Translator’s note: Tal's suggestion was later adopted in the game Eingorn-Rashkovsky (54th 

USSR Championship, Minsk 1987), but there Black continued instead 17...Rb8.  After the simple 

18.exd5 Bxb2 19.Bc6 Bxa1 20.Qxa1 Black was unable to demonstrate that he had sufficient 

compensation for the pawn.) 

 

12...dxe4 13.fxe4 

The f-file has been opened and after... 

 

13...Nbd7 14.Ndb5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+lwqr+k+0 
7zpp+n+pvlp0 
6-+-+-snp+0 
5+N+-+-vL-0 
4-+-+P+-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzP-+L+PzP0 
1tR-+Q+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
...the weakness of the f7–square has become all too tangible. 

 

In a critical situation Spassky finds a clever resource - an exchange sacrifice.  Objectively 

speaking, the sacrifice was clearly insufficient, but here White was 'dazzled'. 

 

14...Re5 15.Bf4 Nxe4 16.Bxe5 Bxe5 17.Nxe4 Qh4 18.h3 Qxe4 

Thus, at this point I examined the moves 19.Qb3 and 19.Nd6, which also appears very tempting. 

 

I rejected the knight move in view of the variation 19...Bxd6 20.Qxd6 Qxe2 21.Rae1 Qc4! (there 

is no other retreat on account of 22.Re8+ Kg7 23.Rxf7+) 22.b3 Qc5 23.Re8+ Kg7 24.Qxc5 Nxc5 

25.Rc1 b6 26.b4 Nd3, and it is very far from simple to realise the extra exchange. 

 

However, this did not bother me greatly, since it seemed that 19.Qb3 led by force to a favourable 

position. 

 

19.Qb3 Nf6 20.Bc4 Qh4 

I had missed this move, and was very upset, although there was no particular justification for this 

– 21.Rae1 wins (incidentally, I had written this move on my score sheet).  The point is that 

21...Ne4 is now impossible on account of 22.Rxf7!, while in the case of 21...Bg3 White wins with 



22.Re3! Bxh3 23.Bxf7+! Kg7 24.Rxg3 Be6+ 25.Rh3. 

 

After the mistake by White the position became much sharper, but as play progressed Spassky 

proved to have insufficient time. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+-+k+0 
7zpp+-+p+p0 
6-+-+-snp+0 
5+N+-vl-+-0 
4-+L+-+-wq0 
3+Q+-+-+P0 
2PzP-+-+P+0 
1tR-+-+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21.Bxf7+ Kh8 22.Rf3 Bf5 

The idea of transferring the knight to e4 (the 22nd and 23rd moves) simplified the game for both 

players, but with an extra exchange, 'the simpler, the better'.  Deserving attention is 22...Bg4 or 

22...Bd7. 

 

23.Nc3 Ne4 24.Nxe4 Bxe4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-+-mk0 
7zpp+-+L+p0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+-vl-+-0 
4-+-+l+-wq0 
3+Q+-+R+P0 
2PzP-+-+P+0 
1tR-+-+-+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
25.Qc4 

Possibly, Black had under-estimated this move. 

 

25...Rd8 

There was still the defensive try 25...g5, on which I had planned 26.Qe2.  In the game White 

managed to actively dispose all of his pieces, and it became clear that the black king felt not the least 



bit more comfortable than its opposite number. 

 

26.Raf1 Kg7 27.Be6 Rd2 

This is unquestionably a mistake, but already no good continuation for Black was apparent. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7zpp+-+-mkp0 
6-+-+L+p+0 
5+-+-vl-+-0 
4-+Q+l+-wq0 
3+-+-+R+P0 
2PzP-tr-+P+0 
1+-+-+R+K0 
xabcdefghy 

 
 

28.Qc5 Bxf3 29.Qxe5+ Qf6 30.Qxf6+ Kxf6 31.Bg4 Rxb2 32.Bxf3 

Black resigned. 


