
(The annotations to this game, by M. N. Tal, are from an article entitled 0–0–0, - i Pereotsenka  

Varianta..., published in Shakhmaty (Riga) (№ 20, 1979).  The translation from the Russian is by 

Douglas Griffin.) 

 

During preparation for the World Championship match of 1978, much attention was naturally 

paid to the search for an effective retort to the French Defence, which previously the Challenger had 

readily employed.  One may recall that in the Karpov-Korchnoi match of 1974 White did not 

manage to achieve anything significant in this opening.  One of the prepared variations was met 

with in the game under commentary. 

 

Tal – Portisch 

15th round, ‘Tournament of Stars’, Montréal, 1st May 1979 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.exd5 exd5 5.Bb5+ 

Now, it seems, this move has gradually supplanted the continuation 5.Ngf3. 

 

5...Bd7 6.Qe2+ Be7 

Naturally, it is also possible to defend the position after 6...Qe7 (in this way, in particular, the 

16th game of the match in Baguio developed) but the endgame is definitely more promising for 

White. 

 

7.dxc5 Nf6 8.Nb3 0–0 9.Nf3 Re8 10.Be3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqr+k+0 
7zpp+lvlpzpp0 
6-+-+-sn-+0 
5+LzPp+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+N+-vLN+-0 
2PzPP+QzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10...a6 

In the 22nd game Karpov-Korchnoi Black continued 10...Bxc5, and after 11.Nxc5 Qa5+ 12.Qd2 

Qxb5 13.0–0–0 soon ran into serious difficulties. 

 

It is curious that in Baguio Korchnoi avoided the move 10...a6, employed by him previously and 

recommended by him in the pages of the Encyclopedia of Chess Openings. 

 



11.Bd3 

Undoubtedly a more venomous move than the exchange at d7, which frees Black from any 

difficulties. 

 

11...Ba4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqr+k+0 
7+p+-vlpzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-zPp+-+-0 
4l+-+-+-+0 
3+N+LvLN+-0 
2PzPP+QzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In the Encyclopedia Korchnoi breaks off the analysis in this position, assessing it as slightly more 

favourable for Black.  This position had been encountered in a game of Portisch's (seemingly, in 

Tilburg against Larsen).  The Dane chose a plan associated with castling short, and failed to achieve 

anything significant.  The plan with long castling possibly forces the assessment of the entire 

variation to be re-examined. 

 

12.Nfd4 Nbd7 13.0–0–0 Nxc5 14.Nf5 

White does not fear any exchange at b3, believing that Black will not have time to exploit the 

slight vulnerability of the queen's flank. 

 

14...Bf8 15.Nxc5 

Another, approximately equivalent, possibility was the immediate 15.Qf3. 

 

15...Bxc5 16.Qf3 Bxe3+ 17.Nxe3 

I refrained from 17.fxe3 on account of 17...Bd7 18.g4 Re5 or even 18...Bxf5 19.Bxf5.  

 

17...Rc8 

Black's ambition to create play on the c-file is natural, but unexpectedly his rook proves to be in 

danger.  The other continuation – 17...Bc6 perhaps left White after 18.Nf5 with an advantage that, 

while not great, is lasting. 

 

18.Bf5 Rc5  

 

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wqr+k+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-trp+L+-0 
4l+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-sNQ+-0 
2PzPP+-zPPzP0 
1+-mKR+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
19.Rd4 

The tournament situation gave rise to White's intention to meet the complications head-on.  

Much quieter was 19.Qf4, after which 19...Bc6 led to the loss of the exchange (20.b4) without 

significant compensation.  I did not like, however, that Black could retreat to d7 with the bishop, 

exploiting the fact that the attack on the d5–pawn has been temporarily removed. 

 

19...Bc6 20.b4 

The continuation of the intended plan.  However, White decided on this move after lengthy 

hesitation. 

 

20...Rb5 

Much stronger than 20...Rc3 21.Kb2. 

 

21.a4 

Otherwise the preceding play loses its point – already 21...a5 is threatened. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wqr+k+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+l+-sn-+0 
5+r+p+L+-0 
4PzP-tR-+-+0 
3+-+-sNQ+-0 
2-+P+-zPPzP0 
1+-mK-+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21...Rb6 



Frankly speaking, I was somewhat surprised by this move.  It was difficult to assess the position 

arising after 21...Rxb4 22.Rxb4 d4 23.Qd1 (with queens Black's initiative is very dangerous) 

23...dxe3 24.Qxd8 Rxd8 25.fxe3 Bxg2.  Only with the help of the manoeuvre 26.Rd1 Re8 27.Bd7! 

Rxe3 28.Bc8 can White count on some advantage.  But, clearly, the Hungarian grandmaster hoped 

to give up the exchange in a more favourable situation. 

 

22.a5 Rb5 23.Qf4! 

Black's calculations were tied up with the immediate 23.Bd3, after which the capture at b4 gains 

noticeably in strength. 

 

Now, however, White has no reason to hurry, since the threatened 24.Bd3 cannot be prevented 

(23.Qf4 Ne4? 24.Bxe4 Rxe4 25.Qxe4). 

 

23...b6 

There is nothing better. 

 

24.Bd3 bxa5 25.Bxb5 axb5 

I would have preferred the capture with the bishop. 

 

26.Rhd1! 

White forces the capture at b4, believing that the opening of lines will be helpful to his rooks. 

 

26...axb4 27.Kb2 

27.Rxb4 is much weaker on account of 27...Qa5. 

 

27...Qc8 28.Rxb4 Ne4 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+q+r+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6-+l+-+-+0 
5+p+p+-+-0 
4-tR-+nwQ-+0 
3+-+-sN-+-0 
2-mKP+-zPPzP0 
1+-+R+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
29.Rd3! 

The Achilles' heel of White's position is the square c3.   At the moment the transition to tactical 



play would have been premature.  Curious is the variation 29.Nf5 Bd7! 30.Rxe4 Rxe4 31.Qxe4 

Bxf5 32.Qe2 b4! 33.Qd2 d4, and Black has real saving chances. 

 

29...Nc5 30.Ra3 Na4+ 

I do not think that 30...Ne6 was better.  White had the very strong reply 31.Qd6 (31...Rd8 – 

32.Qe5). 

 

31.Kc1 Bd7 

Possibly, 31...h6 was more accurate.  It would have been fairly difficult for White to exploit the 

small material advantage.  Portisch reckons on creating counterplay, but he does not have time for 

this. 

 

32.Qd6 Bc6 

Alas, impossible is 32...Bf5 on account of 33.Rxb5! Rxe3 34.Rb8. 

 

33.Rd3 h6 34.Rf4! 

A useful move in all respects.  White activates his ‘artillery’; moreover, the move contains a trap, 

into which Black falls. 

 

34...Qe6 

One can understand Black's aspiration to avoid a possible attack on his king, thereby at the same 

time straightening out his pawn chain.  But... White had also reckoned with this. 

 

35.Qxe6 fxe6  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+r+k+0 
7+-+-+-zp-0 
6-+l+p+-zp0 
5+p+p+-+-0 
4n+-+-tR-+0 
3+-+RsN-+-0 
2-+P+-zPPzP0 
1+-mK-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
36.Ng4! 

Seemingly, Portisch had under-estimated this move.  It transpires that without queens White's 

attack is twice as dangerous.  Now the positional threat of 37.Ne5 forces Black to advance the 

central pawn, and subsequently he is no longer able to protect the king. 

 



36...e5 37.Rf5 Nc5 

Not the least better is 37...e4 in view of 38.Rg3. 

 

38.Rc3 Bd7 39.Rxe5 

Black resigned.  After 39...Rc8 simplest of all is 40.Rxd5. 

 

 


