
(The annotations to this game, by S. Yu. Makarychev, appear in Shakhmaty v SSSR (№ 7, 1979).  

The translation from the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Tal – Portisch 

15th round, ‘Tournament of Stars’, Montréal, 1st May 1979 

  
Tal may be considered to be a traditionally difficult opponent for Portisch.  Playing with Black, 

the Hungarian grandmaster has more than once become the victim of a beautiful attack by his 

opponent.  This is why, despite the fact that victory gave him the chance to fight for first place, 

Portisch decided not to take risks, choosing a solid variation of the French Defence in which, 

however, he cannot count on more than a draw. 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.exd5 exd5 5.Bb5+ Bd7 6.Qe2+ Be7 

6...Qe7 condemns Black to the tedious defence of an inferior endgame, and Portisch, confident 

in the reliability of Black's position, does not fear the temporary sacrifice of a pawn, repeating his 

game v. Larsen (Tilburg, 1978). 

 

7.dxc5 Nf6 8.Nb3 0–0 9.Nf3 Re8 10.Be3 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8rsn-wqr+k+0 
7zpp+lvlpzpp0 
6-+-+-sn-+0 
5+LzPp+-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+N+-vLN+-0 
2PzPP+QzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10...a6! 

In the World Championship match Karpov achieved an advantage after 10...Bxc5 11.Nxc5! 

Qa5+ 12.Qd2 Qxb5 13.0–0–0. 

 

11.Bd3 

The Yugoslav Encyclopaedia recommends 11.Bxd7 Nbxd7 12.0–0 Nxc5 13.Nfd4, but in this case 

with 13...Na4! 14.c3 Qd7 (or even 14...Qc8) Black easily equalises, having strong outposts at e4 and 

c4.)  

 

11...Ba4 

The Encyclopaedia assesses the position that has arisen as favourable for Black, which is of course 



too optimistic.  Due to the threat of 12...Bxb3 and 13...Bxc5, White's reply is forced. 

 

12.Nfd4 Nbd7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7+p+nvlpzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-zPp+-+-0 
4l+-sN-+-+0 
3+N+LvL-+-0 
2PzPP+QzPPzP0 
1tR-+-mK-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
13.0–0–0!? 

At Tilburg Larsen continued 13.0–0 and did not achieve anything.  The difference between 

castling on either side tells in the following: after 13.0–0 Nxc5 unfavourable is 14.Nf5 in view of 

14...Nxd3 15.Qxd3? Bb5; now however White avoids this variation, winning a tempo for the attack 

on the pawn at d5 (the rook already stands at d1), but in addition, presents Black with tempting 

possibilities on the queen's flank... The latter circumstance seems very significant, and Portisch in his 

analysis had probably not greatly reckoned with White's long castling.  One way or another, the 

following move proved to be inaccurate. 

 

13...Nxc5?! 

More reliable is 13...Bxb3!? 14.Nxb3 (14.axb3 Bxc5) 14...Nxc5 15.Qf3 Nxd3+ 16.Rxd3 Rc8, 

and Black would not have experienced difficulties with the co-ordination of the action of his pieces. 

 

14.Nf5 Bf8 15.Nxc5 Bxc5 16.Qf3 Bxe3+ 17.Nxe3  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-wqr+k+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+-+-sn-+0 
5+-+p+-+-0 
4l+-+-+-+0 
3+-+LsNQ+-0 
2PzPP+-zPPzP0 
1+-mKR+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 



 
The white pieces have taken up excellent positions, and the d5–pawn is a serious weakness.  It 

can be defended with 17...Bc6, but then after 18.Nf5 White would have simply stood better. 

 

Portisch wants to provoke the weakening of the pawn cover of the opponent's king, provoking a 

forcing variation, but miscalculates in the assessment of the complicated position that arises five 

moves later. 

 

Besides 17...Bc6 and the move in the game, deserving attention is 17...d4!?.  White best of all 

moves away with the knight to g4, since after 18.Nf5 (18.Bc4 Bc6 19.Qf4 Re4) 18...g6 19.Nh6+ 

(19.Nxd4? Qxd4 20.Bxg6 Qg4, 20.Bb5 Qe4, 19.Qg3 Nh5 20.Qg4 Bd7, and White is risking more 

than the opponent) 19...Kg7 20.Ng4 there arises a variation that will be seen later, but in a better 

redaction for Black. 

 

Thus, 18.Ng4 Nxg4 19.Qxg4 Rc8 20.b3 (20.Bf5? Bxc2!) 20...Qd6! 21.Bf5 (21.bxa4 Qa3+ and, 

as a minimum, there is perpetual check) 21...Rc5! (after 21...Bd7? 22.Bxd7 Qa3+ 23.Kb1 Rxc2 

24.Kxc2 Qxa2+ 25.Kd3 Qxb3+ 26.Kxd4 Qb4+ 27.Kd5 the king escapes the checks) 22.Rxd4 

(22.bxa4 Rxf5!) 22...Qf6 (indicated by A. Jussupow) with very unclear play. 

 

The preceding variations far from exhaust all the possibilities, but demonstrate how complicated 

are the problems that the opponent has to solve.  Tal's superiority in playing this position, rich in 

combinations, soon becomes obvious. 

 

17...Rc8? 18.Bf5! Rc5 19.Rd4! Bc6 20.b4! Rb5 

After 20...Rc3 21.Kb2 the exchange would have had to be given up without any compensation. 

 

21.a4 Rb6 22.a5 Rb5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wqr+k+0 
7+p+-+pzpp0 
6p+l+-sn-+0 
5zPr+p+L+-0 
4-zP-tR-+-+0 
3+-+-sNQ+-0 
2-+P+-zPPzP0 
1+-mK-+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
23.Qf4! 

Portisch had probably seen the possibility of the pursuit of his rook and had calculated the 



variation to the end: 23.Bd3 Rxa5!! 24.bxa5 Qxa5, and it is White who has to think of saving the 

game, since one of his rooks is lost (25.Kb1 Qb6+). 

 

Tal's last move is very strong.  It defends not only the rook at d4, but also the pawn at b4 in the 

case of 23...Qe7.  Black is forced to drift with the tide. 

 

23...b6 24.Bd3 bxa5 25.Bxb5 axb5 

Possibly, greater chances were given by 25...Bxb5, since then hopes of uncovering the white king 

were retained, for example: 26.Rhd1 axb4 27.Nxd5 Nxd5 28.Rxd5 Qa5 29.Kb1 h6, and everything 

is far from clear. 

 

After the move in the game the bishop at c6 is not in a position to display any sort of activity. 

 

26.Rhd1 axb4 27.Kb2! Qc8?  

It was essential to do everything possible to prevent the centralisation of the white pieces: 

27...Qa5 28.Ra1 Qb6 29.Rxb4 Ne4; or 29.Nf5! Qc5 30.Qd2! g6 31.Ng3 Ne4, significantly 

complicating the opponent's task. 

 

28.Rxb4 Ne4 29.Rd3! Nc5 30.Ra3 Na4+ 31.Kc1 Bd7 

Probably provoked by a shortage of time.  Black, fearing the attack Ne3–f5 and Ra3–g3, loses 

two important tempi. 

 

Indeed, not good is 31...h6 32.Nf5 Re1+ 33.Kd2 Qe6 34.Re3 Rxe3 35.fxe3, and White should 

win, but 31...Qe6 is all the same better. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+q+r+k+0 
7+-+l+pzpp0 
6-+-+-+-+0 
5+p+p+-+-0 
4ntR-+-wQ-+0 
3tR-+-sN-+-0 
2-+P+-zPPzP0 
1+-mK-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
32.Qd6! Bc6 33.Rd3 h6 34.Rf4 Qe6 

34...Re6 retained some chances. 

 

35.Qxe6 fxe6 36.Ng4 e5 37.Rf5 Nc5 38.Rc3 Bd7 39.Rxe5 

Black resigned. 


