
(The annotations to this game, by Mikhail Tal, are from ‘64’ (№16, 1979).  The translation from 

the original Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Tal - Larsen 

5th round, ‘Tournament of Stars’, Montréal, 16th April 1979 

 

1.e4 

Preparation for a meeting with Larsen is not a simple affair: the Dane has an unusually broad 

opening repertoire.  Therefore the optimal decision was taken – to play 1.e4, and then see... 

 

1...c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Qd2 Be7 8.0–0–0 a6 

In our 1969 match Larsen twice won against me with Black, continuing 8...0–0.  However, with 

my form at that time, Larsen could have felt completely confident in employing any variation. 

 

9.f4 Qc7 

Theory recommends, but I did not want to give the opponent the possibility of playing his 

favourite ‘hedgehog’ (10.Bxf6 gxf6). 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+-tr0 
7+pwq-vlpzpp0 
6p+nzppsn-+0 
5+-+-+-vL-0 
4-+-sNPzP-+0 
3+-sN-+-+-0 
2PzPPwQ-+PzP0 
1+-mKR+L+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
10.Be2 

This continuation does not pretend to be a refutation of the variation, but Black's reaction proves 

to be quite unfortunate.  A normal reply was 10...Bd7, on which I planned 11.Nb3 0–0–0 12.Bxf6 

(all the same!) 12...gxf6 13.Bh5, occupying an important square with the bishop. 

 

10...Nxd4 11.Qxd4 b5 12.e5 

A thematic advance in such positions - after all, for the time being Black's king is still in the 

centre. 

 

12...dxe5 13.fxe5 Nd5 14.Bxe7 Nxc3 

Clearly, Larsen had reckoned on this possibility.  However, there is already no other way.  On 



14...Nxe7 15.Nxb5 wins on the spot. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+-tr0 
7+-wq-vLpzpp0 
6p+-+p+-+0 
5+p+-zP-+-0 
4-+-wQ-+-+0 
3+-sn-+-+-0 
2PzPP+L+PzP0 
1+-mKR+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
15.Bf3! 

A very important intermediate move, after which White achieves a clear advantage.  Possibly, 

Larsen had proposed to play 15...Bb7, but on closer examination it became clear that after 16.Bd6 

Bxf3 17.bxc3! White is left with an extra piece. 

 

Extremely dangerous for Black is 15...Kxe7 16.Qh4+ f6 (16...Ke8? 17.Bc6+) 17.exf6+ gxf6 

18.Qb4+ Kf7 19.bxc3, and it is unlikely that he would manage to escape.  The strongest was 

15...Ne2+.  In their analyses, both opponents got as far as a rook endgame: 16.Bxe2 Qxe7 17.Bf3 

Bb7 18.Bxb7 Qxb7 19.Qd6 Rc8 20.Rd2 Qc6 21.Rhd1 Qxd6 22.Rxd6 Ra8 23.Rb6 (or 23.R1d3).  

The rook endgame is very difficult but, perhaps, not altogether hopeless for Black in view of the 

possibility of counter-play with ...h7–h5–h4 followed by ...Rh5. 

 

The move played by Larsen loses immediately. 

 

15...Nxd1 16.Bd6 Qc4 

On 16...Qa7, 17.Bc5 desides the game. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+-tr0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6p+-vLp+-+0 
5+p+-zP-+-0 
4-+qwQ-+-+0 
3+-+-+L+-0 
2PzPP+-+PzP0 
1+-mKn+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 



 
17.Qb6! 

Much more convincing than 17.Qxc4 bxc4 18.Bxa8 Ne3. 

 

17...Nf2 

In reply to 17...Ne3 White would have been “satisfied” with 18.Qxe3.  Now it is not worth 

taking the knight: 18.Qxf2 Qf4+ 19.Kb1 Bd7, and Black holds on. 

 

18.Bc6+ 

18.Bxa8 was not at all worse. 

 

18...Bd7 19.Bxd7+ Kxd7 20.Qb7+ Kd8 21.Qxa8+ Qc8 22.Qa7 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+qmk-+-tr0 
7wQ-+-+pzpp0 
6p+-vLp+-+0 
5+p+-zP-+-0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2PzPP+-snPzP0 
1+-mK-+-+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
The squares e7 and f2 cannot be simultaneously defended.  Black resigned. 


