
(The annotations to this game are by Levenfish and Romanovsky, from Match Alekhin/Kapablanka 

na Pervenstvo Mira (Shakhmatnyi Listok, Leningrad 1928).  The translation from the original 

Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Capablanca – Alekhine 

29th match-game, World Championship, Buenos Aires, 14th & 15th November 1927 

 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.e3 c6 6.Nf3 Qa5 7.Nd2 Bb4 8.Qc2 dxc4 9.Bxf6 

Nxf6 10.Nxc4 Qc7 11.a3 Be7 12.g3! 

In comparison with the 11th game, where there occurred 12.Be2 together with a later Bf3, g2–g3 

and Bg2, White wins two important tempi.  The move g2–g3 was long ago recommended by 

Leonhardt, and Capablanca, after studying the 11th game, evidently also recognised it as strongest. 

 

12...0–0 

As shown in the analysis to the 11th game 12...c5 is perfectly acceptable here. 

 

13.Bg2 Bd7 14.b4 b6 15.0–0 a5  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7+-wqlvlpzpp0 
6-zpp+psn-+0 
5zp-+-+-+-0 
4-zPNzP-+-+0 
3zP-sN-zP-zP-0 
2-+Q+-zPLzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Here is the move, for the sake of which Alekhine again chose the Rubinstein system of defence in 

the Cambridge Springs Variation.  Indeed, both 16.Rab1 axb4 17.axb4 Nd5 18.b5 Nxc3 19.Qxc3 

cxb5! 20.Bxa8 Qxc4, and 16.bxa5 b5! 17.Nb6 Rxa5 18.Nxd7 Qxd7 are very tempting. 

 

All the same the passive defence 15...Rac8 , ...Rfd8 and ...Be8, while undoubtedly presenting 

White with a lasting and strong initiative, was preferable to the risky weakening of the queen-side 

pawns.  (Translator’s note: - Interestingly, many years later the game Kasparov-Averbakh (USSR 

Cup, Kislovodsk 1982) continued 16.Rfc1 Rfd8 17.Rab1 Be8 18.Ne4 Nd5 19.Ne5 Qb8 20.Qa2 

Qa8 21.Qb3 a6 22.Rb2 a5 23.Nd3 axb4 24.axb4 Rc7 25.Nd2 Ra7 26.Nc4 Ra1 27.Rxa1 Qxa1+ 

28.Rb1 Qa6 , etc.  White later won a technical endgame.) 

 

16.Ne5 



The correct policy!  The weakness of Black's manoeuvre is revealed not by defence, but by bold 

counter-attack. 

 

16...axb4 17.axb4 Rxa1 

The transient win of a pawn would have led to a difficult position for Black: 17...Bxb4 18.Nb5! 

Qc8 19.Nxd7 Nxd7 20.Bxc6 etc. 

 

18.Rxa1 Rc8 

Also now 18...Bxb4 19.Nb5 Qc8 20.Na7 etc. is favourable to White.  Still worse is 18...c5 

19.Nxd7 Qxd7 20.dxc5 bxc5 21.b5, and the b-pawn becomes dangerous.  Incorrect too is the 

sacrifice of the exchange in the last variation: 19...cxb4 20.Nxf8 Qxc3 21.Qxc3 bxc3 22.Ra8 Bxf8 

23.Rc8, winning the c3–pawn. 

 

19.Nxd7 Qxd7 

It is seemingly very tempting to open the c-file for the rook and to leave the knight at f6 for the 

occupation of the square d5.  However, also after 19...Nxd7, recommended by many, Black's path 

is hardly strewn with roses, as is demonstrated by the following variations: 

1) 20.Qb3 c5? 21.Nb5!, and Black loses the exchange by force - 21...Qd8 (21...Qb8 22.Ra8, or 

21...c4 22.Qc3) 22.Na7 Rc7 23.Nc6 Qf8 24.Ra8! etc. 

2) 20.Qb3 Qd6 21.Ra7! Qxb4? 22.Qxb4 Bxb4 23.Na2. 

3) 20.Qb3 Nf6 21.b5 c5 (21...cxb5 22.Nxb5 Qd7 23.Na7, or 21...Nd5 22.bxc6 Qxc6 23.Nxd5 

exd5 24.Bxd5 Qf6 25.Ra6 Bd8 26.Ra7) 22.Bc6 cxd4 23.exd4 Rd8 24.Qc4 Qd6 25.Ra6 Qxd4 

26.Qxd4 Rxd4 27.Rxb6 with a favourable endgame. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+k+0 
7+-+qvlpzpp0 
6-zpp+psn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-zP-zP-+-+0 
3+-sN-zP-zP-0 
2-+Q+-zPLzP0 
1tR-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
20.Na4! 

Capablanca is in his element: he has definite pressure on the weak pawns in the absence of any 

counter-chances. 

 

20...Qd8 

20...Nd5 would prove to be a decisive mistake in view of 21.Bxd5 cxd5 22.Nxb6! Rxc2 23.Nxd7 



g6 24.Rb1 with an easy win. 

 

21.Qb3 Nd5 

Tartakower and Sozin propose here 21...b5, although it is altogether evident that after 22.Nb2 

-d3 Black sooner or later perishes at the square c6. 

 

Sozin gives the variation 22.Nc5 Bxc5 23.bxc5 Ra8 24.Rxa8 Qxa8 25.Qxb5 cxb5 26.Bxa8 b4 

27.Bf3 b3 28.Bd1 b2 29.Bc2 Kf8, and Black allegedly wins by means of ...Nd5 and ...Nc3.  We 

believe that after 30.e4 he should resign. 

 

22.b5! cxb5 

Still worse is 22...c5 23.dxc5 Bxc5 24.Rd1. 

 

23.Qxb5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+rwq-+k+0 
7+-+-vlpzpp0 
6-zp-+p+-+0 
5+Q+n+-+-0 
4N+-zP-+-+0 
3+-+-zP-zP-0 
2-+-+-zPLzP0 
1tR-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
23...Ra8! 

The opinion of Réti and Vuković - that here Black should by means of 23...Nc3 immediately give 

up the pawn and secure for himself a draw with opposite-coloured bishops, is typical of the 

superficial nature of many critics' assessments.  After 24.Nxc3 Rxc3 25.Bc6! Qd6 (or 25...Qc7 

26.Ra8+ Bf8 27.d5) 26.Ra8+ Bf8 27.Rc8 Black indeed loses a pawn with a bad position, but an 

endgame with opposite-coloured bishops is still very far away. 

 

Alekhine's move contains significantly more venom, and Capablanca has to all the time be on the 

alert, in order to retain the advantage. 

 

24.Rc1! 

The only move.  24.Rb1 led after 24...Rxa4! 25.Qxa4 Nc3 26.Qc2 Nxb1 27.Qxb1 to a clear 

draw. 

 

24...Ra5! 25.Qc6 Ba3 



Capablanca's suggestion 25...Nb4 led after 26.Qxb6 Rxa4 27.Qxd8+ Bxd8 28.Rc8 Ra1+! 29.Bf1 

Nc6 30.Rxc6 Kf8 to a clear draw, but after 26.Qb7! to a no less clear loss. 

 

Also on 25...b5 there would have followed 26.Qb7. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-wq-+k+0 
7+-+-+pzpp0 
6-zpQ+p+-+0 
5tr-+n+-+-0 
4N+-zP-+-+0 
3vl-+-zP-zP-0 
2-+-+-zPLzP0 
1+-tR-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
26.Rb1! 

Now 26...Rxa4 27.Qxa4 Nc3 28.Qxa3 Nxb1 29.Qb4 loses a piece.  With his usual mastery 

Capablanca has repulsed all of the opponent's tricks and has strengthened the positional pressure to 

the point at which material is won, since it is impossible to save the b-pawn. 

 

26...Bf8 

Clearly, the best move.  Very tempting appears 26...b5 27.Rxb5 Rxa4 28.Rxd5 Qa8! (but not 

28...exd5 29.Qxa4, winning the d5–pawn) 29.Rd7! Qxc6 (29...Qa6 30.d5 Bf8 31.Bf1) 30.Bxc6 

Ra6. 

However, after 31.d5! Black has no satisfactory defence, as the following variations demonstrate: 

a) 31...exd5 32.Bxd5 Rf6 33.e4! g5 (or 33...Bc5 34.e5!) 34.e5 Rf5 35.e6 etc. 

b) 31...Kf8 32.d6! (if 32.dxe6, then 32...fxe6!, but not 32...Rxc6 in view of 33.Rxf7+ Ke8 

34.Rxg7, with a winning endgame) 32...g6 33.Rd8+ Kg7 34.d7 Rxc6 35.Rc8! (White does 

not win either by 35.Rg8+ Kxg8 36.d8=Q+ Bf8, or by 35.Re8 Be7! 36.Rxe7 Rd6 and then 

...Kf6), and White wins the exchange. 

 

27.Bxd5 Rxd5 28.Nxb6 

White's flawless manoeuvring has ended with the win of a pawn, but the remainder is not at all 'a 

matter of technique', as one naïve commentator believed, but a tense struggle for the realisation of 

the slight material advantage that has been achieved. 

 

28...Rd6 29.Qb7 h5 30.Nc4 Rd7 31.Qe4 Rc7 32.Ne5 Qc8 33.Kg2 Bd6 
 Aiming to leave only the major pieces, but White cleverly prevents simplification of the game. 

 

34.Ra1! Rb7 



Losing immediately is 34...Qb7 35.Ra8+ Bf8 36.Qxb7 Rxb7 37.Rd8 and 38.Nd7. 

 

35.Nd3 g6 36.Ra6 Bf8 37.Rc6 Rc7 

The only move, since on 37...Qb8 there follows 38.Ne5 with the threat of Nxg6, while on 

37...Qa8, 38.Rc7 Rb8 39.Qxa8 Rxa8 40.Rd7 with the threat of Ne5. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+q+-vlk+0 
7+-tr-+p+-0 
6-+R+p+p+0 
5+-+-+-+p0 
4-+-zPQ+-+0 
3+-+NzP-zP-0 
2-+-+-zPKzP0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
38.Rxc7 

In this move Capablanca saw the cause of the later difficulties, believing that 38.Ne5 would have 

significantly facilitated his victory.  However, after 38...Qb7 39.Qf3 Bg7 40.Rxc7 Qxc7 41.Qa8+ 

the play reduces to the continuation in the game. 

 

38...Qxc7 39.Ne5 Bg7 40.Qa8+ Kh7 41.Nf3 Bf6 

Preventing 42.Ng5+ Kh6 43.h4 Bf6 44.Qg8 with unavoidable mate. 

 

42.Qa6 Kg7 

43.d5 was threatened.  All these shallow traps and manoeuvres, obviously, cannot breach Black's 

solid position.  White therefore has to resort to more concrete measures. 

 

43.Qd3 Qb7 44.e4 Qc6! 

An excellent move, demonstrating deep understanding of the position.  Since Black cannot 

prevent the creation of a passed d-pawn, he takes measures in advance to neutralise it. 

 

45.h3 Qc7! 46.d5 

This move, creating for White a passed but isolated pawn and significantly increasing the 

'efficiency' of the bishop at f6, was unavoidable.  Another plan recommended by commentators, 

"Ne1, f2–f4, Nc2, Kf3 etc." rests entirely on their responsibility, since this "etc." in fact represents a 

serious weakening of the king's position, with all of counter-chances for Black that ensue from this. 

 

46...exd5 47.exd5  

 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-wq-+pmk-0 
6-+-+-vlp+0 
5+-+P+-+p0 
4-+-+-+-+0 
3+-+Q+NzPP0 
2-+-+-zPK+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
47...Qc3! 

An interesting moment.  Alekhine considers the exchange of queens to be favourable to himself, 

believing in the superiority of bishop over knight in the endgame.  Capablanca, and behind him 

numerous commentators, considers the exchange to be favourable for White, since he does not even 

try to avoid it, for example, by means of 48.Qd1 (on which Black could in his turn reply 48...Qa1!).  

The continuation shows which assessment of the position was correct. 

 

48.Qxc3 Bxc3 49.Kf1 Kf6 50.Ke2 Bb4! 

Preventing the bypassing movement of the king to the flank.  On 51.Kd3 there follows 51...Bc5 

52.Nd4 (or 52.Ke2 Ke7-d6) 52...Ke5, winning the pawn. 

 

50...Ba5 is worse, since it does not change the continuation in the game, whereas later the bishop 

stands more favourably at c5, where it holds back both the white king and the d5–pawn, than at b6. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+-0 
6-+-+-mkp+0 
5+-+P+-+p0 
4-vl-+-+-+0 
3+-+-+NzPP0 
2-+-+KzP-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
51.Nd4! 

Capablanca immediately seizes the moment for the transfer of the knight to c6.  From there it 

cuts off the king from the squares e5 and e7 and thereby guarantees the safety of the d-pawn. 



 

On 51...Ke5 Black loses a piece. 

 

51...Bc5 52.Nc6 Kf5! 

From the side and the front the king cannot approach the pawn, but the way to the rear is open. 

 

53.Kf3 

After 53.f3 Bd6 54.Kf2 (54.g4+ hxg4 55.hxg4+ Kf4, and 54.f4 Ke4 led immediately to a draw) 

54...Bc5+ 55.Kg2 Bd6 White loses all winning chances. 

 

But now the white king is again tied to the f2–pawn, and therefore there follows: 

 

53...Kf6! 

White is in zugzwang.  On a move by the knight there follows ...Ke5; on a move by the king, 

again ...Kf5.  He therefore undertakes the only possible attempt. 

 

54.g4 hxg4+ 55.hxg4  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+-0 
6-+N+-mkp+0 
5+-vlP+-+-0 
4-+-+-+P+0 
3+-+-+K+-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
55...Kg5? 

A vexing mistake, reducing to nothing the results of a remarkably-conducted defence by Black.  

Over the course of 30 moves Black, a pawn down, resisted brilliantly, leading the game to a drawn 

ending.  But now he unthinkingly falls into the opponent's simple trap, instead of which, by means 

of 55...Bd6!, he could have definitively paralysed all of the opponent's attempts. 

 

For example: 

1) 56.Nd8 (with the threat of 57.g5+) 56...Bc7!, and the knight must hurriedly retreat 

empty-handed, since 57.g5+ Kxg5 58.Nxf7+ Kf6 59.d6 Bb6 is of no consolation to White. 

2) 56.Ke4 Kg5 (clearly, not 56...g5?, after which the white king threads its way through 

d4–c3–b5–b6–b7–c8 to d7 or, if the black king goes to meet it via ...g7–f8, then by means 

of Nd4–f5 and d5–d6, to d5) 57.f3 f5+! 58.gxf5 gxf5+ 59.Ke3 Bc5+ 60.Nd4 (60.Ke2 Kf4, 



and White can move nothing) 60...Kf6! 61.f4 Ba7 62.Kd3 Bb8! 63.Ne6 Ke7 64.Kc4 Bd6 

65.Kb5 Kd7, and a draw. 

3)  56.Ke4 Kg5 57.Ne5 f5+ 58.Kd4! (58.gxf5 gxf5+ 59.Kd4 Kf4 leads to a simple draw) 

58...Bb8!.  Only this or 58...Bc7 leads to a clear draw, whereas 58...Kf4 leads to a study-like 

win for White, for example: 59.Nf7 Bb8 60.d6 Kxg4 61.d7 Bc7 62.Kd5 Kf4 (on 62...Kf3 

there follows 63.Kc6 Ba5 64.Kb5 Bc7 65.Ng5+ Kxf2 66.Ne6) 63.Kc6 Ba5 64.Kb7 Ke4 

65.Kc8 Kd5 66.f4 Ke4 67.Ng5+ Kxf4 68.Ne6+ Ke5 69.Nc7; or 60...Ba7+ 61.Kd5 Bxf2 

62.g5! Bb6 63.Kc6 Ba5 64.Kb5 and wins; or 60...Bxd6 61.Nxd6 Kxg4 62.Ke3 etc. 

After 58...Bb8 White has no decent move.  On 59.Nc6 there follows 59...Bd6; on 59.d6 

there follows 59...Bxd6 60.Nf7+ Kxg4 61.Nxd6 Kf3.  At the same time there is threatened 

59...fxg4 and 59...Ba7+ with the capture of the pawn at f2. 

 

In a word, with the move 55...Bd6 Black easily forces the draw. 

 

56.Ne5! 

Here is the trick that Black had overlooked.  He loses a second pawn, since on 56...f6 there 

follows 57.Nf7+ Kh4 58.d6, while on 56...f5 there is 57.d6! Bb6 58.Nc6 winning a piece.  The 

further play is already of no interest. 

 

56...Bd4 57.Nxf7+ Kf6 58.Nd8 Bb6 

The pawn-endgame after 58...Ke5 59.Nc6+ is clearly hopeless. 

 

59.Nc6 Bc5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+-+-0 
6-+N+-mkp+0 
5+-vlP+-+-0 
4-+-+-+P+0 
3+-+-+K+-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
60.Kf4! 

The bishop is so much stronger than the knight in this endgame that without the pawn-sacrifice 

White cannot break through. 

 

60...Bxf2 61.g5+ Kf7 62.Ne5+ Ke7 

Otherwise the d-pawn decides.  Black's situation has been determined to a sufficient degree, and 



one may calmly advise resignation. 

 

63.Nxg6+ Kd6 64.Ke4 Bg3 65.Nf4 Ke7 66.Ke5 Be1 67.d6+ Kd7 68.g6 Bb4 69.Kd5 Ke8 

70.d7+  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+k+-+0 
7+-+P+-+-0 
6-+-+-+P+0 
5+-+K+-+-0 
4-vl-+-sN-+0 
3+-+-+-+-0 
2-+-+-+-+0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
Black resigned. 

 

Capablanca conducted this whole game in his best style, but nonetheless was fortunate to win it.  

One great expert in chess, a impassioned supporter of Capablanca, thus defined the impression made 

on him by the 27th and 29th match games: "After the undeserved draw in the 27th game I thought 

that Capablanca could save the match, but after his win in the 29th I was finally convinced the 

matter was lost for him."  Indeed, the moral victor of the game was Alekhine, who demonstrated in 

it a stoutness and tenacity in defence familiar to us only from the artistry of Lasker in his best years. 

 


