
(The annotations to this game are by Levenfish and Romanovsky, from Match Alekhin/Kapablanka 

na Pervenstvo Mira (Shakhmatnyi Listok, Leningrad 1928).  The translation from the original 

Russian is by Douglas Griffin.) 

 

Capablanca – Alekhine 

11th match-game, World Championship, Buenos Aires, 8th & 10th October 1927 

 
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.e3 c6 6.Nf3 Qa5 7.Nd2 Bb4 8.Qc2 dxc4 

Alekhine again rejects the Bogoljubow System of defence in the Cambridge Springs Variation (see 

the 7th match-game) and chooses a continuation recommended by Rubinstein. 

 

Its idea consists in forcing the immediate exchange of bishop for knight and obtaining the 

concrete advantage of the two bishops.  As a counterweight to this, Black cedes space, the centre 

and is forced for the time being to limit the actions of his pieces to the first three ranks.Thus, from 

the very start the positional balance proves to be broken, and already in the opening the game enters 

the ground of a complicated and tense struggle. 

 

9.Bxf6 

Forced, since on the retreat of the bishop Black can already defend the c4–pawn by means of 

...b7–b5. 

 

9...Nxf6 10.Nxc4 Qc7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+l+k+-tr0 
7zppwq-+pzpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-vlNzP-+-+0 
3+-sN-zP-+-0 
2PzPQ+-zPPzP0 
1tR-+-mKL+R0 
xabcdefghy 

 
11.a3! 

On the one hand, freeing the knight and on the other - preparing the blockade of the c6–pawn, 

with the advance of which to c5 Black associated his freeing prospects. 

 

Other continuation recommended by theory, for example 11.g3, give Black the possibility of 

immediately obtaining counter-play, as is shown by the following variation: 11.g3 c5! 12.Bg2 0–0 

13.0–0 Bd7, threatening ...c5xd4 and ...Rac8 with strong pressure on the c-file. 



 

11...Be7 12.Be2 

 In the 29th match-game Capablanca played here 12.g3, winning two tempi in comparison with 

this game, where he also ultimately resorts to the transfer of the bishop to g2. 

 

It is possible that on 12.g3 he feared the reply 12...c5, after which, however, playing 13.Nb5 Qc6 

14.Ne5! Qxh1 15.Nc7+ Kf8 16.Nxa8 White gains the advantage.  Clearly, Black could all the same 

go in for these complications, withdrawing the queen to b8 at the 13th move: 13...Qb8!?, and if 

14.dxc5, then 14...Bxc5 15.b4 Be7 16.Ncd6+ Bxd6 17.Qxc8+ Qxc8 18.Nxd6+ Ke7 19.Nxc8+ 

Raxc8 20.Bg2 with level play.  (Translator’s note: - Interestingly, a decade later, at the 11th USSR 

Championship in Leningrad, this recommendation (12...c5) was employed against Levenfish by A. 

Chistiakov; play continued instead 13.Bg2 Bd7 14.Ne5 cxd4 15.exd4 0–0 16.0–0 Bb5 17.Rfe1 

Rfd8 18.Qb3 Ba6 19.Rad1, etc. See Levenfish's memoir Izbrannye Partii i Vospominanie for further 

details on this encounter.) 

 

12...0–0 13.0–0 Bd7 

All as per Rubintsein.  Now Black threatens to begin to expand by means of ...c6–c5, which on 

the previous move had its darker sides due to the reply Nb5. 

 

(Translator’s note: Later, v. Mikenas at the 4th Olympiad (Prague, 1931), Alekhine was to prefer 

the continuation 13...Rd8 14.Rfd1 b6; play continued 15.b4 Nd5 16.Ne5 Nxc3 17.Qxc3 Bb7 

18.Bf3 Rac8 19.Rac1 Bd6 20.Nxc6 Bxh2+ 21.Kh1 Bxc6 22.Qxc6, etc., with an eventual draw.) 

 

14.b4 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8r+-+-trk+0 
7zppwqlvlpzpp0 
6-+p+psn-+0 
5+-+-+-+-0 
4-zPNzP-+-+0 
3zP-sN-zP-+-0 
2-+Q+LzPPzP0 
1tR-+-+RmK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
14...b6 

At first sight this looks risky due to the weakening of the point c6 on the open c-file, but it 

contains the concrete threat of 15...c5, in order on 16.dxc5 bxc5 17.b5 Nd5! 18.Bf3 Nxc3 19.Bxa8 

to reply 19...Bxb5!, winning a pawn as a result.  An idea typical of Alekhine in its aggressiveness, 

whereas many others would have preferred to complet development here by means of ...Rfd8, 



...Rac8, ...Be8 and only then prepare the pawn offensive. 

 

15.Bf3 Rac8 16.Rfd1 Rfd8 17.Rac1 Be8 18.g3 

With the aim, firstly, of closing the diagonal b8–h2 (after Ne5), but also to forestall the 

manoeuvre ...Nd5–f4 after e3–e4 and, finally, to prepare a convenient shelter for the bishop at g2. 

 

18...Nd5 19.Nb2 

Threatening 20.Nxd5 exd5 21.Bg4 with lasting pressure on the square c6. 

 

19...Qb8 20.Nd3 Bg5 

Introducing a refreshing tactical threat within the positional manoeuvring.  A combination is 

menaced: 21...Nxe3 22.fxe3 Bxe3+ followed by 23...Rxd4. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-wqrtrl+k+0 
7zp-+-+pzpp0 
6-zpp+p+-+0 
5+-+n+-vl-0 
4-zP-zP-+-+0 
3zP-sNNzPLzP-0 
2-+Q+-zP-zP0 
1+-tRR+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
21.Rb1 

The removal of the rook from the important c-file is not forced.  21.Kh1 or 21.Qe2 looks 

better. 

 

21...Qb7 

The sacrifice 21...Bxe3 22.fxe3 (Translator’s note: - simpler is 22.Bxd5!) 22...Nxe3 23.Qe2 Nxd1 

24.Rxd1 was only to White's advantage. 

 

With the move in the game Black threatens to begin an attack on White's weakened queen-side 

pawns with ...Qa6, holding the sacrifice at e3 in reserve.  The position is becoming all the more 

tense. 

 

22.e4 

White must decide on an advance in the centre.  Passive preparatory manoeuvres such as 22.Ne2 

could lead after 22...Qa6 23.e4 Nf6 (with the threat of ...c6–c5, in connection with ...Ba4) to 

complications that are dangerous for White. 

 



22...Nxc3 23.Qxc3 Qe7  

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+rtrl+k+0 
7zp-+-wqpzpp0 
6-zpp+p+-+0 
5+-+-+-vl-0 
4-zP-zPP+-+0 
3zP-wQN+LzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-zP0 
1+R+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
24.h4 

This move was condemned by many, suggesting instead 24.Bg2, but then there would have 

followed 24...Qd6!, and after 25.f4 Be7 the threats of ...a7–a5 or ...c7–c5, with the opening of all 

the diagonals for the black bishops, are brewing. 

 

Capablanca undoubtedly took into account the threats of Black's previous move and hurried to 

exploit the opportunity to cut off the black bishop from the queen's flank. 

 

24...Bh6 25.Ne5 

Forcing Black's next move in view of the threat of Ng4.  On 25.Bg2 there could follow 25...g5! 

26.hxg5 Qxg5, and Black breaks up the centre by means of ...Bg7 and ...c6–c5. 

 

25...g6 26.Ng4 Bg7 27.e5 

The only defence against 27...c5. 

 

27...h5 

Not immediately 27...c5 in view of 28.bxc5 bxc5 29.Rb7 Qf8 (or 29...Rd7 30.Rxd7 Bxd7 

31.dxc5 Rxc5 32.Rxd7!) 30.Rc1, winning a pawn. 

 

28.Ne3 c5 

Finally, Black manages to implement the undermining of the white centre, the preparation of 

which he had begun as early as the 14th move. 

 

29.bxc5 

Also after 29.dxc5 bxc5! 30.Rxd8 Qxd8 31.bxc5 (or 31.b5 Qd4!) 31...Qc7 Black regains the 

pawn with a good position. 

 

29...bxc5 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+rtrl+k+0 
7zp-+-wqpvl-0 
6-+-+p+p+0 
5+-zp-zP-+p0 
4-+-zP-+-zP0 
3zP-wQ-sNLzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+R+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
30.d5 

Bad is 30.dxc5 Rxd1+ 31.Rxd1 Rxc5, winning a pawn.  Nor is 30.Rbc1 good on account of 

30...cxd4 31.Qxc8 Rxc8 32.Rxc8 dxe3 33.Rdd8 Qxa3 34.Rxe8+ Kh7 35.Rc7 Qa1+ 36.Kg2 Qb2 

etc. 

 

Leading to a level game is 30.Rb7 Rd7! (but not 30...Rc7 31.Rxc7 Qxc7 32.Rc1!) 31.Rxd7 Bxd7 

(on 31...Qxd7 there follows 32.d5 exd5 33.Rxd5, but not 32.dxc5 Qc7!) 32.d5 (not 32.dxc5 on 

account of 32...Be8 33.c6 (or 34.Rc1) 33...Qc7) 32...exd5 33.Nxd5 (33.Rxd5 Be6!) 33...Qe6 

34.Nf4 (34.Nf6+ leads to the continuation in the game) 34...Bxe5 35.Nxe6 Bxc3 36.Rxd7 fxe6 with 

opposite-coloured bishops and a probable draw. 

 

30...exd5 31.Nxd5 

O. S. Bernstein advises here 31.Rxd5 Rxd5 32.Nxd5 Qe6 33.Rb7.  However, after 33...Bxe5 

34.Qc4 Kg7 35.Rxa7 (35.Re7 Qd6) 35...Bd4 the advantage is on the side of Black. 

 

31...Qe6 

Not 31...Qxe5 32.Qxe5 Bxe5 33.Ne7+ winning the exchange. 

 

32.Nf6+ 

Capablanca considers that this move is a blunder, losing the game, while on the other hand 

32.Rb7 decides the game in White's favour.  Both are untrue.  Later, White more than once lets a 

draw slip from his hands, while 32.Rb7, after 32...Rd7! 33.Rxd7 Bxd7 leads to a drawing variation 

examined above after White's 30th move. 

 

32...Bxf6 33.exf6 Rxd1+ 34.Rxd1 

It is now possible to summarise the results of the tense struggle in the centre, begun by White at 

the 22nd move.  White's pawn centre has been destroyed and transformed into a weak pawn at f6, 

which is in need of constant defence.  Black has obtained a dangerous passed c-pawn.  On the 

other hand, the pawn at f6 is still alive, and the position of the black king cannot be considered 



completely safe; moreover, the presence of heavy pieces increases still further White's saving chances. 

 

In the second part of the game Alekhine displayed uncommon inventiveness and exploited all of 

the possibilities to achieve victory that were presented to him.  In contrast, Capablanca lost his 

footing in the turbulent flow of successive combinations and committed a series of significant 

oversights. 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+l+k+0 
7zp-+-+p+-0 
6-+-+qzPp+0 
5+-zp-+-+p0 
4-+-+-+-zP0 
3zP-wQ-+LzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+-+R+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
34...Bc6! 

A strong move.  White cannot take, since the pawn at f6 would immediately prove to be under a 

double attack. 

 

35.Re1 Qf5 36.Re3 

Clearly, not 36.Bxc6 Rxc6 37.Re5 Qxf6 38.Rxc5 Qxc3. 

 

36...c4 

Black skilfully exploits the tied-down positions of the white pieces. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+k+0 
7zp-+-+p+-0 
6-+l+-zPp+0 
5+-+-+q+p0 
4-+p+-+-zP0 
3zP-wQ-tRLzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-+0 
1+-+-+-mK-0 
xabcdefghy 

 



37.a4! 

A clever idea.  White strives to advance the a-pawn as far as possible, intending to later win the 

pawn at a7.  The pawn sacrifice is wholly correct, for example, 37...Bxa4 38.Be4 (not 38.Re7 Bc6! 

39.Qxc4 Qxf6 40.Re3 Bd7 with a healthy extra pawn, and not 38.Re5 in view of 38...Qd3) 

38...Qg4 (or 38...Qd7 39.Rf3 (threatening 40.Bxg6) 39...Kh7 40.Qe5 with the difficult-to-resist 

threat of 41.Qxh5+) 39.Bf3 Qd7 40.Re7 Qd3 41.Qxd3 cxd3 42.Rxa7 Bb5 43.Rb7!, and the 

endgame should end in a draw. 

 

37...a5 

Preventing the further advance of the a-pawn and creating a strongpoint for the queen at b4. 

 

38.Bg2 Bxg2 

Also now on 38...Bxa4 there would have followed 39.Be4 etc.  On the other hand, White 

threatened Re5.  If Black replied 38...Qc5 in anticipation of this move, then there follows 39.Re5 

Qb4 40.Qe3 c3 (or 40...Bxg2 41.Kxg2 with the threat of 42.Re8+) 41.Bxc6! Rxc6 (41...c2 42.Rc5) 

42.Re8+ Kh7 43.Rh8+, and mate in two moves. 

 

39.Kxg2 Qd5+ 40.Kh2 Qf5 41.Rf3 Qc5 

The adjourned position.  Black threatens to force the further advance of the c-pawn or the win 

of the a4–pawn by means of ...Qb4. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+k+0 
7+-+-+p+-0 
6-+-+-zPp+0 
5zp-wq-+-+p0 
4P+p+-+-zP0 
3+-wQ-+RzP-0 
2-+-+-zP-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
42.Rf4! 

A deeply-thought-out defensive manoeuvre: on 42...Qb4 White had prepared the reply 43.Qe3, 

and after 43...Qxa4 White immediately 'unmasks' the diagonal c1–h6 by means of 44.Rf5!, forcing 

the draw: 44...Qb4 45.Rxh5! gxh5 46.Qh6 Qf8 47.Qg5+, and perpetual check.  Mistaken is 

44.Rxc4? Rxc4 45.Qh6 Rxh4+, and Black wins. 

 

42...Kh7 43.Rd4 Qc6! 

Also now mistaken is 43...Qb4 44.Qe3 Qxa4 45.Qe7! Qe8 (45...Kg8 leads to mate after 

46.Rd8+) 46.Rxc4!, and a draw.  The sacrifice of the a5–pawn appears to be the only possibility of 



trying to play for a win. 

 

44.Qxa5! 

Since White cannot otherwise prevent the advance of the c-pawn or the loss of the pawn at a4, 

then the path chosen by him is altogether correct.The struggle now becomes exceptionally tense. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+k0 
6-+q+-zPp+0 
5wQ-+-+-+p0 
4P+ptR-+-zP0 
3+-+-+-zP-0 
2-+-+-zP-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
44...c3 

Leading to a clear draw is 44...Qxf6 45.Rf4 Qe6 46.Qc3, and the a-pawn (see the note to White's 

37th move) becomes no less dangerous than the c-pawn.  Since White cannot hold up the c-pawn 

from behind, his only salvation consists in counter-attack. 

 

45.Qa7 Kg8 

Leading to a draw is 45...Qc7 46.Qxc7 Rxc7 47.Rd1! and then Rc1, and the march of the pawn 

to a5.  Altogether bad is 45...Qxf6 46.Rf4 Qxf4 47.gxf4 c2 48.Qxf7+ Kh6 49.f5, etc. 

 

46.Qe7! Qb6 

On 46...c2 there would have followed 47.Rd8+ Rxd8 48.Qxd8+ Kh7 49.Qe7! Qe6 50.Qc7 Qb3 

51.a5, and the black queen is tied to the squares c2 and f7. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+r+-+k+0 
7+-+-wQp+-0 
6-wq-+-zPp+0 
5+-+-+-+p0 
4P+-tR-+-zP0 
3+-zp-+-zP-0 
2-+-+-zP-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 



 
47.Qd7 

Capablanca avoids the labyrinth of confusing combinations associated with the move 47.Rd7!.  

The position is exceptionally interesting. 

 

After 47...Qxf2+ 48.Kh1 (not 48.Kh3 in view of 48...Qa2 49.Rd8+ Rxd8 50.Qxd8+ Kh7, and 

White cannot play Qe7 or Qf8 on account of the saving check at e6) 48...Qf1+ 49.Kh2 Qc4 

(49...Rf8 50.Qxf8+) 50.Rd8+ Rxd8 51.Qxd8+ Kh7 52.Qf8 Qe2+ 53.Kg1!, and Black cannot win 

the pawn at f6 with checks, since he is hindered by his own pawn at c3. 

 

Thus, on 47.Rd7 Black's strongest reply is 47...Rf8.  Tarrasch and Spielmann at first suggested 

48.Rc7 (bad is 48.Rb7 Qxf2+ 49.Kh1 Qxg3!, or 49.Kh3 Qf5+ 50.Kh2 Qc2+ and 51...Qxa4) with 

the threat of 49.Qxf8+.  But then Spielmann managed to show that after 48...Qxf2+ 49.Kh1 Qf5! 

50.Kh2 (50...Qh3 was threatened) 50...Qc2+ 51.Kh3 Qxa4 Black wins, since he has defended 

against mate, while on 52.Rxc3 there follows 52...Re8 53.Rc4! Qb5! 54.Qc5 Qd7+ 55.Kg2 Qd2+ 

56.Kh3 Re2 57.Qg1 Qd7+ 58.g4 Qd3+. 

 

Then the Italian amateur De Nardi discovered that 48.a5! leads to a draw: 48...Qxa5 (or 

48...Qxf2+ 49.Kh1 Qf3+ 50.Kh2 Qc6 51.Rc7) 49.Ra7 Qd5 50.Rd7 Qc6 51.Rc7 etc. 

 

As Tarrasch eventually found, the draw is achieved most simply of all by means of 48.Qe3!!.  

The exchange of queens leads to a clearly drawn endgame, while on 48...Qc6 (or 48...Qxf6) there 

follows 49.Rc7!.  One should hardly condemn Capablanca, who with limited time for thought did 

not find it possible to embark on a 'swim in unknown waters'. 

 

47...Qc5! 

This strong move, threatening the immediate advance of the c-pawn, forces White to give up the 

f2–pawn. 

 

48.Re4! 

Preventing the main danger, since on 48...c2 there follows 49.Re8+ Rxe8 50.Qxe8+ Qf8 51.Qc6. 

 

48...Qxf2+ 49.Kh3 Qf1+ 50.Kh2 Qf2+ 51.Kh3 Rf8 52.Qc6! 

The best move.  White holds up the c-pawn from behind and prevents the f8–rook from 

coming into play.  On 52...c2 there obviously follows 53.Rc4 with a clear draw. 

 

52...Qf1+ 53.Kh2 Qf2+ 

A repetition of moves for the sake of winning time. 

 

54.Kh3 Qf3! 

Threatening mate and pinning the white pieces.  Moreover, a fine trap.  If now 55.Rc4, then 

55...Qf1+ 56.Kh2 Rd8 and there is no defence against ...Rd2+. 



 

55.Kh2! Kh7 

With the threat of 56...Rd8. 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-+-tr-+0 
7+-+-+p+k0 
6-+Q+-zPp+0 
5+-+-+-+p0 
4P+-+R+-zP0 
3+-zp-+qzP-0 
2-+-+-+-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
56.Qc4! 

Again tying the rook to f8 and freeing the rook at e4.  Bad is 56.Rc4 Qe2+ 57.Kh3 Qf1+ 

58.Kh2 Rd8. 

 

Also insufficient is 56.Qd6 Qf2+ 57.Kh3 (57.Kh1 c2) 57...Qg1! (not 57...Qf5+ 58.Kh2 Rc8 

59.Re7 Kg8 60.Rxf7!, and a draw) 58.Re2 (58.g4 Qh1+ and 59...Qxe4, etc.) 58...Qh1+ 59.Rh2 

Qf1+ 60.Rg2 Rc8 61.Qd7 Qc4 with advantage to Black. 

 

56...Qf2+! 

Not 56...Qxf6 in view of 57.Rf4 Qg7 58.Rf3 winning the c-pawn. 

 

57.Kh3 Qg1!  

An excellent idea.  If 58.g4, then 58...c2! 59.Qxc2 Re8! 60.Qc7 hxg4+ 61.Rxg4 Re3+ 62.Rg3 

Qh1+ 63.Kg4 Re4+ etc. 

 

58.Re2 Qf1+ 59.Kh2 Qxf6 

Seemingly, the winning move, since on 60.Rc2 there follows 60...Re8, and White can take at c3 

neither with the rook due to 61...Re2+, nor with the queen on account of 61...Re2+!. 

 

There was nothing better for Black than the move in the text, since on 59...Kg8 White calmly 

replies 60.a5, and 60...Rd8 is impossible on account of 61.Re8+. 

 

60.a5? 

A decisive mistake.  Capablanca overlooked that all the same 60.Rc2! saved the game, since on 

60...Re8 White has the only, but sufficient, reply 61.Kg2! with the double threat of 62.Rxc3 and 

62.Rf2, for example, 61...Re3 62.Rf2 Qe6 63.Rxf7+ Kg8 64.Qxe6 Rxe6 65.Rc7, and a draw. 



60...Rd8 

A final combination of rare beauty. 

 

61.a6 

Some commentators maintained that also now 61.Kg2 led to a draw, but this is refuted by the 

following interesting variations: 61...Kg7! 62.a6 Rd1! 63.Rf2 (or variation a), below) 63...Rd2 

64.Rxd2 (or variation b), below) 64...cxd2 65.Qd5 (65.Qe2 Qc6+! followed by ...Qc2; or 65.Qd3 

Qb2 and then ...Qc1) 65...Qb2 66.Kh3 Qc2! 67.a7 Qf5+! 68.Qxf5 gxf5 69.a8=Q d1=Q and the 

queen endgame is winning for Black, for example: 70.Qg2 (or 70.Qc6 f4 71.gxf4 Qg4+) 70...Qg4+ 

71.Kh2 f4! 72.gxf4 Qxg2+ 73.Kxg2 Kf6 74.Kf2 Kf5 75.Kf3 f6 and wins. 

a) 63.Qf4 Qxf4 64.gxf4 Rd2 65.Kf3 (65.Rxd2 cxd2 66.a7 d1=Q 67.a8=Q Qg4+) 65...c2! 66.Re1 

Rd1. 

b) 64.Qc5 Rxf2+ 65.Qxf2 Qc6+! 66.Qf3 Qxf3+ 67.Kxf3 c2 68.a7 c1=Q 69.a8=Q Qh1+. 

 

Interesting is the variation 61...Qf5, which wins after 62.a6 Rc8, or 62.Rf2 Rd2, but after 

62.Qxc3! Rd3 63.Qe1! (not 63.Qc6 on account of 63...Qg4) leads to an interesting draw: 

63...Qd5+ 64.Kh2 Rd1 65.Re5! Qf3 (65...Qa2+ 66.Re2 Qb1 67.Qf2) 66.Re3 etc. 

(Translator’s note: In fact, after 61….Qf5 62.Qxc3 Rd3 63.Qe1 Qd5+ Black wins by force: 

64.Kh2 Rd1 65.Re5 Qa2+ 66.Re2 Qb1 67.Qf2 and now 67...Rh1+ 68.Kg2 Qb7+ 69.Qf3 Rg1+.) 

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
8-+-tr-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+k0 
6P+-+-wqp+0 
5+-+-+-+p0 
4-+Q+-+-zP0 
3+-zp-+-zP-0 
2-+-+R+-mK0 
1+-+-+-+-0 
xabcdefghy 

 
61...Qf1! 

Now the threat of 62...Rd2 is irresistible; for example, 61...Qf1 62.a7 Rd2 63.Rxd2 Qxc4 

64.a8=Q cxd2, and the pawn promotes to a queen. 

 

62.Qe4 Rd2 63.Rxd2 cxd2 64.a7 d1=Q 65.a8=Q Now there follows a beautiful finale, worthy of 

a great struggle. 

 

65...Qg1+ 66.Kh3 Qdf1+ 

White resigned.  On 67.Qg2 there follows Qh1#. 



XIIIIIIIIY 
8Q+-+-+-+0 
7+-+-+p+k0 
6-+-+-+p+0 
5+-+-+-+p0 
4-+-+-+-zP0 
3+-+-+-zPK0 
2-+-+-+Q+0 
1+-+-+q+q0 
xabcdefghy 

 
In the intensity of the struggle, in the richness of ideas nested within it, one of the most 

remarkable games not just in the present match, but in the entire history of chess.  Such a game 

Capablanca had not lost in the whole of his chess career.  Usually his opponents could not 

withstand the prolonged, unrelenting pressure of the World Champion.  Here for the first time he 

crossed swords with an opponent who not only did not give him a single moment but, on the 

contrary, displayed amazing resourcefulness and exploited the slightest inaccuracy of his play.  The 

moral effect of the game told throughout the further course of the match.  For the first time 

Alekhine managed to find the Achilles' heel in the method of play of Capablanca, and in the 

following games he confidently went in for complications, feeling in them the master of the 

situation. 


